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Tee T TOE VR LKXXIE 


TO PRINCE SAN-SEVERO, 


ae A HE petrefactions I have fent you 


are not worth your thanks. I know 


the full value, as well as the ad- he 
vantage, of entering into a correfpondence a 
with a Philofopher who is occupied in ftu- het 


dying the hiftory of Nature, and who does | 
not admire her ‘fports and phenomena, but 4 


with a knowledge of the caufe, 
.The birds you are importing from the 


New World for the Emperor, are ex- f 
tremely curious; but, notwithftanding 4 
every precaution, I doubt of their getting i 


to our climate alive. People have fre. 
quently tried to bring over different kinds 
vf humming-birds, but always have had 


Voc. It. B the 
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the mortification of feeing them die “at 
fome diftance from our coatts. 

Providence, in giving us tke Peacock, 
has provided us meft richly, without our 
going in fearch of winged beauties elfe- 
where. In reality, America has nothing 
more beautiful than’ our own birds;- but 
we commonly prefer what is foreign, be- 
caufe it comes from a d-{tance. 

You will be enchated, my Lord, with 
the undertaking of Monf. Buffon, the 
French Academician, and with the volumes 
which have appeared. I know them only 
by the extracts that have been given from 
them, and they appear admirable. I am 
forry that the Author of a Natural Hiftory 
fhould declare for a fyftem: it muft be a 
means of having many things which he ad- 
vances doubted, and oblige him to com- 
bat all thofe who are not of his opinion. 
Befides, wherever he wanders from the book 
of Genefis on the creation of the world, he 
has no fupport but paradoxes, or, at beft, 
hy pothefes. 

Mofes, as an infpired Author, is the 
only one who could inftruct us in the for- 


nration 
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mation and unfolding of the world. He 
is not an Epicurus, who has recourle to 
atoms; a Lucretius, who believes matter 
to be eternal; a Spinofa, who admits a 
material God; a Defcartes, who prates 
about the laws of motion; but a legiflator, 
who announces to all’ men, without hefita- 
tion, without fear of being miftaken, how 
the world was created. Nothing can be 
nsore fimple or more fplime than his ra 
ino: Inthe beginning God created the Heaven 
and the Earth. Tle could not fpeak more 
affuredly, if he had been a fpectator; and 
by thefe words, mythology, fy ne and 
abfurdities fhrink to nought, and are mere 
chimeras in the eyes of reafon. 

Whoever does not perceive the truth in 
the relation of Mofes, was not formed for 


1 


the knowledge of it. Some people are 
“SH attached to hypothefes, without 
even the leaft probability, and yet are un- 
willing to believe what gives the higheft 
idea of the power and wifdom of God, 

An eternal world offers a thoufand great. 
er difficulties, than an eternal intelligence 
and a co-eternal world is an abfurdity which 
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cannot exift, becaufe nothing can be fo 
ancient as God himfelf, Not to mention 
that he is neceflary, and that the world 
is not neceflary ; from what right thall 
matter, a thing quite contingent, abfo- 
lutely inert, pretend to the fame prero- 
eatives with an all. powerful and immate- 
rial {pirit? Thefe are extravagances which 
could only be produced by a diftraéted ima- 
pination, and prove the aftonifhing weak- 
riefs of man when he will only hearken to 
himielf. 

The hiftory of Nature is a book thut for 
all generations, if we do not perceive the 
exiftence of God, and his being a creator 
and preferver; for nothing can be more 
evident than his action. The Sun, all mag- 
nificent as he is, although adored by diffe- 
rent nations, has neither intelligence nor 
difcernment ; and if his courfe is fo regular 
as never to be even for a moment interrupt- 
ed, it is through the impulfe received 
from a fupreme agent, whofe orders he exe- 
cutes with the greateft punctuality. 

Wherever we caft our eyes over the vaft 
extent of the univerfe, we fee the immenfi- 
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2 
ty of a Being, before whom this world ‘is 
as nothing. It would be very extraordinary, 
fince the fmalleft work cannot exift with- 
out a maker, that this world could have the 
privilege. of owing its exiftence and its 
beauty to itfelf alone. Reafon digs fright- 
ful precipices for itfelf, when it hearkens 
only to the paffions and fenfes: and reafon 
witnout faith 1s to be pitiedy All the Aca- 
demies of the univerfe may fancy fyftems, 
on the creation of the world; but after all 
their refearches, all their conjectures, all 
their combinations, their multitudes of 
volumes, they will tell me much lefs than 
Mofes has told me ina fingle page; and will 
tell me things, too, that have not any-pro- 
bability. Such is the difference between 
the man who fpeaks only from himfelf, 
and the man who is infpired. 

The Eternal {miles from on high at all 
thefe mad fyftems, which fancifully arrange 
the world ; fometimes giving chance for its 
parent, and fometimes fuppofing it to be 
eternal. 

Some people love to perfuade themfelves 
that matter governs itfelf, and that there is 
B 3 no 
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mo other deity; becaufe they well know 
that matter is. fupid and inactive, and 
therefore need not dread its effects; while 
the juftice of a God, who fees every thing, 
and weighs every thing, is dreadful to the 
finner. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the 
hiftory.of Nature, when it is united to that 
of Religion. Nature is nothing’ without 
God; it produces every thing, vivifies every 
thing by his help. Without being any pare 
of what compofes the univerfe, he is the 
movement, the fap, and the life of it, 
Let his aétivity ceafe, there will be no 
more movement in the elements, no more 
vegetation in plants, no more {pring in {e- 
cond caufes, no more revolutions of the 
ftars. Eternal darknefs muft take place of 
light, and the univerfe become its own 
grave. 

The fame thing would happen to this 
world, were God Almighty to withdraw 
his hand, which happens to our bodies when 
all motion ceafes. They fall into duft, 
they are exhaled in fmoke, and it is not 
even known that they ever had exifted. 


Me ee Sle ~ 
- ai Maes 
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If I had fufficient knowledge. to under- 
take a hiftory of Nature, I-would begin 
my work by difplaying the immenfe per- 
fections of its Author; then treat of man 
as his mafter-piece ; and fucceflively from 
fubftance to fubftance, from kind to kind, I 
would defcend to the {malleft ant, and fhew 
in the fmalleft infeG, as well-as in the moft 
perfect angel, the fame wifdom fhining forth, 
and the fame almighty hand employed. 

A. picture of this nature muft have en- 
gaged the lovers of Truth ;—and Religion 
herfelf, who would have traced out the 
defign, would have rendered it infinitely 
precious. 

Let us never fpeak of the creatures, ex- 
cept to bring us nearer to our Creator : they 


are the reverberation of his never-failing, 


light, and thefe are ideas which either raife 


or debafe us ; for man is never more dimi-- 


nutive nor more grand, than when he confi- 


ders himfelf in his relation to God.. He then: 


perceives an Infinite Being whofe image he 
is, and: before whom he is but as an atom: 
two apparent contradictions, which muft 
be reconciled, to give us-a juft idea of our- 

B.4, felves, 
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felves, that we may not run into the excef- 
fes of the proud angels, nor into thofe of - 
unbelievers, who level themfelves. with the 
beafts that perifh. 

Your Letter, my Lord, led me‘to thefe 
reflections; and I confefs to you at the fame 
time, that I have no. greater fatisfaction 
than when I find an opportunity of fpeak- 
ine of the Deity. He is the element of 
arts; and it is only in his love that 
oul blofom 
ypily, a was fenfible of this great truth 


D 
a 


ron 


@) 


ve He earlieft years, and in confequence 
I chofe the Cloitter, as a retreat where; 
feparated from the creatures, I could 
commune more eafily with the: Creator, 
The commerce of the world is fo tur- 
bulent, that while we are in it we fcarcely 
know the recollection neceflary.to unite us 
with God. 

I thought of writing a Letter, and I 
haye wrote a Sermon; except that, inftead 
of flaifhing with Amen, I conclude with the 
refpect which is due to you, and with 
which Ihave the honour to be,- &c. 


Rome, 13 December, 1754s 


LETTER 


Son Mir NEY xTy, 


iB Re. CAIN, 
TO, COUNT. ALGAROT TH 


fT is a long time, my dear: Count, fince 


a a 


with you, or rather, fince L was aeyour 
fchool. A little difciple of Scotus cannot 
do better. than profit by the leffons of a 
Philofopher,. who has brought to light the 
Newtonifm of the Ladies. 

A philofophy on the fubyect of attraGion 
ought more particularly to be yours, be- 
caufe you have fuch an aturacting, amiable 
character, that you draw all minds after 
you; but for my part, I would rather, 
with fuch advantages, be lefs a Newtonian, 
and more a Chriftian. 

We were not created to be either the 
difciples of Ariftotle or Newton. Our 
fouls have a much nobler defliny ; and the 
more yours is fublime, the more you ought 
to remount to its fource, | 

You may. fay as often as you-pleafe, that 
it is the bufinefs of a Monk to preach; 
and I will repeat to'you continually, that 


it is the bufinefs. of a Philofopher to em- 
ploy himfelf in thinking from whence he 
B5 came, 


Ihave had the pleafure of converfingy 
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came, and whither he goes. We have alla 
caufe, and final purpofe for our exiftence, 
and it muft beGod alone whois both the one 
and the other. 

Your philofophy, notwithftanding your 
reafonings, refts only upon chimeras, if you 
feparate it from religion, Chriftianity is the 
fubftance of the truths which man ought 
to feek after: but he loves to nurfe him- 
felf in error, as the reptiles love to fatiate 
themfelves on the mud in the ditch. We 
feek at a diftance what we may find in our- 
felves, would we only look within, as did 
the great St. Auguftine; who having taken 
a view of every being, to fee if he could 
find his God, returned to his own heart, 
and declared that he exifted more there 
than any where elfe—£z redii ad me. 

I hope you will preach to me one day, and 
that each of us fhall have his turn. Ah! 
I wifh to God!—However, whether you 
moralife or banter, I will always hear you 
with that pleafure which one muft have in 
hearing thofe they cordially love, and to 
whom they are from inclination as well as 
duty, the moft humble, &c. 


Romer, 7 December, 1754. 


LETTER 


rn ee ea 
a val Fie Tee, 
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LET -T EsR) BXXXIV; 


TO. THE ABB... APE. 


Hy EHOLD, my dear Abbé; the learned’ 
ED Cardinal Quirini is. juft gone to unite 
his knowledge to God, and to take full 
draughts from that torrent of ight, which: 


we cannot perceive here below, but through: 


clouds. He. died as he lived, with his 
pen inhis hand, finifhing.a line, and. ready 
to go to Church, where his heart always 
was. Mine fhail erect a monument to.him 
within myfelf, as lafting as my life. He 
had a regard for me—but,-alas ! for whom. 
had he not ? His cathedral, his diocefe, alk 
Ttaly, even Berlin, has experienced his libe- 
ralities. The King of Pruffia honoured him 
with fingular efteem, and all the Learned of 
Europe admired his. zeal and his talents. 
He had a conciliating turn of mind;— 
ali. the Proteftants loved him, though he 
eften told them fevere truths. Itis to.be re~ 
grettec that he did not leave fome confider- 
able work, inftead of writing only. detached: 
pieces. Ee would have encreafed the Be- 
B 6 nedictine 
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~ nediétine Library, already fo voluminous ; 
and being one of the moft diftinguifhed 
members of the Order of St. Benedict, he 
would have enriched the Church with his 
productions. 

If Poets are fufceptible of friendfhips, 
Monf. Voltaire will regret him. They cor- 
refponded amicably ;—genius fought after 
genius. For me, who can only admire great 
men, and regret the lofs of them, I fhall 
fhed tears upon the tomb of our illuftrious 
Cardinal. Quando inveniemus parem ? 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


CONVENT OF THE HOLY APOSTLES, 
13 January, 1755- 


Lo Beh ThE RO eae 
yO A PAINTER. 


YF HILE there is expreffion in your 
pictures, my dear Sir, you may 
applaud yourfelf for your work. That is 
the eflence of the art, and renders a num--> 
ber of faults excufable, which would not 
be forgiven in an ordinary Painter. 


I have 
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I have fpoken of your talents to his Emi- 
nence Cardinal Porto-Carrero, and accord- 
ing. to your defire, he will recommend you 
in Spain; but nothing will make you bet- 
ter known than your own genius ;—one 
muft be born a Painter, as well as a Poet. 
Carrache, notwithftanding the fpirit of his 
pencil, would have produced: no work 
worthy of attention, if he had not poffefied 
that rapture which infpires with enthufiafm 
and ardour. 

We fee in his pictures a foul which 
fpeaks, which animates and infpirits : 
we think we can become Carrache himfelf, 
from the ftrength of admiration, and be 
filled with the juftnefs of his images, 

How the fpirit of that great man, whom 
you have chofen for a model, breathes in 
you! You will revive him again upon the 
canvas! If you were only his fhadow, you 
would deferve to be efteemed: the fhadow 
of a great man has fome reality. 


Nature ought always to be the model 


for every man who paints; and to exes. 


cute it well, no efforts are neceffary. Paint- 
ers, like Poets, become monftrous, when 
they 
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they ftrain their genius in compofing. 
When talents are in a proper difpofition for 
executing a work, a man feels himfelf hur- 
ried on by an irrefiftible propenfity to feize 
the pen or the pencil, and give himfelf up: 
to his inclination, without which he has 
neither expreffion nor tafte. 

Rome is undoubtedly the true fchool to: 
form a Painter; but whatever trouble he 
takes, he will never rife above mediocrity, 
unlefs he has genius. 

It is time for me to have done,. fince a 
Counfellor of the Holy Office 1s nota 
Painter, and we have every thing to lofe, 
when we fpeak of what we know only im- 


perfectly. 
E. amy Ol's, Gs 


LETTER LXXXVL 
TO MONSIGNOR AYMALDI. 


OU have reafon to be furprifed, my 
Lord, at.the happy alliance which is 
henceforth to unite the houfes of Bourbon 
and Auftria. There are prodigies in poli- 
tics 
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tics as wellas in nature; and Benedict XIV. 
onlearning this furprifing news, had reafon 
for exclaiming, O admiradile commercium! 

M. de Bernis has immortalifed himfelf 
by this political phenomenon, having had 
jufter views than Cardinal Richlieu. 

By this means we fhall have no more wars 
in Europe, except when they grow tired of 
having peace; and the King of Pruffia, 
though always thirfting after glory, will not 
feek to make conquefts. But I fee Poland 
at his mercy; and becaufe a kero equally 
valiant and fortunate loves to agerandize 
himfelf, he will one day take part of -it, if 
that part be only the town of Dantzick. Po- 
Jand itfelf may perhaps lend a helping hand 
to fuch a revolution, by not watching fuffici- 
ently at home, and {plitting into a thoufand 
different factions. ‘The patriotic fpirit is no 
longer fufficient among the Polanders, to 
- animate them to defend their country at the 
expence of their lives. They are too often 
from home, to retain their national fpirit, 
It is only_in England that the fpirit of pa- 
triotifm is never extinguifhed, becaufe it 1s 
founded on principle. 

Europe 
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Europe bas always had fome warlike 
rch, jealous of extending his territo- , 

res, chering laurels: fometimes a 
Guftavus etimes a Sobiefki, fometimes 


4 


a Louis the Great. fometimes a Frederic. 
Arms more than talents have aggrandifed 
empires, becaufe mankind have known that 
there is nothing of fuch energy as the law 
of the ftrongeft, the ultima ratio regum: 

Happily, we feel none of thefe calamt+ 
ties here: all is in peace, and every one res 
lifhes its fruits delicioufly; as I eminently 
tafte the pleafure of affuring you of all my 
efteem, and all my attachment. 


L.E TT E R.. UXXXVIT, 


TO. THE ABBE NLCOLINI 


SIR; 
Was extremely forry that I was not 
at the Convent of the Holy Apoftles; 
when you came to favour me with a vifit 
before your departure. Alas! I was upon 
the banks of the Tiber, which the ancient 
Romans magnified as they did their tri- 


umphs 3. 


CLEMENT XIV. 17 
aumphs; for as to its length or breadth, it 
is but an ordinary river. 

This is a walk which I have a particular 
hiking to, from the ideas it infpires me with 
on the grandeur and declenfion of the Ro- 
mans. I call to mind the times when thefe 
fierce defpots held the world in chains, and 
when Rome had as many Gods, as they had 
vices and paffions. 

I then fhrink back into my cell, where I 
employ myijelf about Chriftian Rome, and 
where, though the loweft in the houfe of 
God, I labour for its utility: but it is a 
work which is prefcribed, and therefore te- 
dious; for in ftudying, a man common- 
Jy loves what he performs: freely. 

I dare nat fpeak to you of the death of 
our common friend ; — That would be ta 
tear openatoo tender wound. I came too 
late to hear his Jaft. words. He is reeretted 
like one of thofe fingular men of whom his 
age was not worthy, and-who poffeffed 
all the candour of the primitive times. 

It is faid that he has left fome pieces of 
poetry worthy of the greateft mafters. He 
never mentioned them, which is the more 
extra- 
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extraordinary, as Poets are feldom more 
difcreet with regard to their writings, than 
to their merit in other refpedts. 

For fome time we have had a fwarm. of 
young Frenchmen here, and you may be- 
hieve that I have feen them with much plea- 
fure. My apartment was not large enough 
to hold them; they all did me the fa- 
vour to come and fee me, becaufe they had 
been told that there was a Monk in-the 
Convent of the Holy Apoftles who hada 
particular love for France, and every one 
that came from thence. They all fpoke to- 
gether, and it was an earthquake that gave 
me much pleafure. 

They do not like Italy too much, becaufe 
it is not yet quite frenchified ; but -I com- 
forted them, by affuring them that in time 
they would complete the metamorphofis, 
and that I was already more than half a 


Frenchman. 
I have the honour to be, &cs 


Rome, 24 July, 1756+ 


LETTER 
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LE T-T-E Ro LXXXVHI. 
TO MR. STUART, A SCOTCH GENTLEMAN. 


EF you are not affected by the fluctuation 


f the waves which furround you, I will 
reproach you keenly for your inconftancy 
for inattention toan old friend, who has been 
conitantly attached to you, is not to be for- 
given. Your conduct reminds me of what 
I have often thought, that the principal na- 
tions of Europe refembled the elements. 

The Italian, according tothis fimilitude, 
reprefents the fire, which, always in action, 
flames and fparkles; the German, the 
earth, which, notwithftanding its denfity, 
produces good pulfe and excellent fruits ; 
the French, the air, whofe fubtlety leaves 
nota trace behind; the Englifh, the fickle 
wave, which changes every inftant. 

A fkilful Minifter, with addrefs, chaing 
thefe elements as he finds neceffary, or 
makes them wreftle one again{t the other, 
according to the interefts of his mafter. It 
is what we have feen more than once when 
Europe 
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Europe was in combuftion, and was agitat- 
ed by reciprocal violences, 

Fiuman policy embroils or reconciles ac- 
@ cording to interei?, having nothing more at 
it heart than to govern or agerandife. Chri- 
ftian policy, on the contrary, does not 
know the criminal art of fowing divifions ; 
a but its greateft fuccefs is in preventing 
them. I cannot value policy which is not 
founded on equity, for that is Machiave- 
jifm put into action: but I have the moft 
advantageous idea of a policy which is fome- 


times quiet, fometimes active , is governed 
by prudence; meditates, calculates, fore- 
fees, and after having recalled the paft re- 
fieéts upon the prefent, glances into futuri- 
ty, and having all times in view, becomes 
active, or remains inaétive. 

It is abfolutely neceflary that a good Po- 
litician fhould know hiftory perfeétly, and 
the age in which helives; he fhould know 
| the degree of {trength and fpirit poffefied by 
Hh thofe Characters, who appear on the {tage of 
| the world; to intimidate them if they are 
weak, to oppofe them if they have courage, 


and to miflead them if they are rafh. 
A, know- 
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A knowledge of men rather than of 
books, is the {cience of a good Politician, 
and itis of confequence in his affairs toknow 
thofe perfectly whom he is te employ, 
Some are only proper for fpeaking, while 
others have courage which fits them for ac- 
tion; and all depends upon not miftaking 
their characters. Many politicians fail from 
having mifplaced their confidence. There 
is no recovering a fecret when it has once 
elcaped, and it is better to commit a fault by 
being too referved, than by an imprudent 
confidence: What we donot fpeak, cannot 
be wrote. : 

The fear of being betrayed renders him 
pufillanimous, who has too lightly laid open 


his heart, There are circumftances where 


the Politician fhould appear to fay every 
thing, though he fays nothing; and be able 
to miflead with addrefs, without betraying 
the truth; for itis never lawful to change 
if. 

It is not weaknefs to yield when we can- 
not do otherwife; it is then wifdom. Al! 
depends on knowing the proper moment, 
and the characters of thofe you have to deal 


with; 
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with; to forefee certainly the effet which 
refiftance could have in fuch circumftances. 

Vanity often proves very hurtful to a 
Politician. When impelled by refentment, 
we would triumph over our enemy, and are 
ealily entangled in difficulties, from not 
forefeeing the confequences. 

He who would lead men, ought to fub- 
due his paffions, and oppofe a cool head to 
thofe who have the greateft warmth; it is 
that which makes us commonly fay, that 
the world is the inheritance of the phlegmatic. 

The way to difconcert the moft impetuous 
adverfary, is by great moderation. 

We fhould have much lefs quarrelling 
and fewer wars, were we only to calcu- 
late what quarrelling and fighting muft coft. 
It is not fufficient to have men and money - 
at our difpofal; we muft know how to 
employ them, and reflect that fortune is not 
always in the hands of the ftrongeft. Fora 
Jong time we have had nothing but a tem- 
porifine policy at Rome, becaufe we are 
weak, and the courfe of events is the hap- 
pieft refource to extricate thofe who cannot 
refift, But as this is now afecret of which no 
ee one 


CLEMENT XIV. 23 


one is ignorant, and as our flownefs in deters 
mining is generally known, itis not amifs, 
but even‘ proper, for a Pope now and then 
to ‘be determined; not in things that may 
be difputed, but in things that are juft; 
without which the Sovereign Pontiffs would 
be of certain being oppreffed every time 
they are threatened. 

Unfortunately, war is neceflary for fome 
nations to become opulent; there are others, 
again, to whom it proves certain ruin: from 
all which I conclude, that a Minifter who 
knows how to profit ably of circumftances 
is truly a treafure ; and when a Sovereign 
has the happinefs to find fuch a man, he 
fhould preferve him, notwithftanding ca- 
bals. 

[have been ftammering upon a fubject 
which you underftand much better than I 
do; butone word leads on to another, and 
infenfibly we fpeak of what we do not 
know. 

Thus it happens in letter writing.— We 
do not forefee all that we fhall fay. The foul, 
when it comes to recoil upon itfelf, is al- 
tonifhed, and with reafon, at its fertility. 

Ie 
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It is a ftriking picture of the produétion of 
a world las, nothing; for our thoughts, 
which did not exift a little before, fuddenly 
{tart into being, and make us fenfible that 
the Creation is really not impoffible, as 
fome modern Philofophers pretend. I leave 
you with yourfelf; you are much better 
than with me. Adieu. © 

Rome, 22 Auguft, 1756. 


LET TE Ronee. 


TO THE REV. FATHER ***, APPOINTED 
CONFSESOR .TO THE DUKE OF ***, 


HAT a charge! What a bur- 

den! my -deareft friend. Is it 
for your deftruction, or for your falvation, 
that Providence has appointed you to this 
formidable employment ? That idea ought 
to make you tremble. 

You afk me what you fhould do to dif- 
charge it properly ?—Be an Angel. 

Ali things prove fhelves and fnares for the 
Confeffor of a Sovereign, if he has not pa- 
tience to wait God’s good time, gentlenefs 
to 
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a 
to compaffionate imperfections, and fteadi- 
neis to-reftrain- paffions. You ought to be 
filled, more than any one, with the gifts of 

the Holy Ghoft, fo as to diffufe fometimes 
hopes, fometimes fears, and ue inftruc- 
tion. You fhould have a zeal ca Fae Ot 

a ip 


I 


ftanding the fevereft teft, and 


SF 


juftice to balance the interefts of the peo- 
gn of whom you have 
he guidance. You fhould firft endeavour 
to know, whether the Prince whom you 
direct. is inftru@ed in the duties of reli 
gion, and his oblig 


jects; for, alas! it ni too common for Prin 


i I ~ 
ces to come out of the hands of thofe 


who had the formin g of them, without any 


knowledge but what is ped sg Wee 
you fhould oblige your penitent to inftru@: 
himfelf, and to draw inftru€tion from their 
true fources, not loading the memory with 


adi 
. aids 
many lectures, but Aden by principles 
5 y y i} ore 


be fmt 
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Victor-Amadeus, and which has no other 
fault but that of being too diffufe, and ex- 
acting too much. 

When the Duke is folidly inftructed, for 
he frould not fleep over frivolous ceremo- 
nies, recommend to him to feek truth con- 
tinually, and to love it without referve. 


‘Truth fhould be the Sovereign’s compafs, 


It will be the means of getting rid of all 
informers and Courtiers, who fupport 
themfelves in Courts by flattery and falfe- 
heod, and who are by a thoufand degrees 
the moft dangerous of all {courges ; deitroy- 
ing Princes both for this world and the next. 

Infift, without intermiffion, on the necef- 
fity of fhewing the refpect that is due to re- 
ligion, not by infpiring a fpirit of perfecu- 
tion, but by recommending an evaneell- 
cal courage, which fpares the perfon, but 
{tops the fcandal. Repeat frequently that 
the life of a Sovereign, like his Crown, is 
very infecure, if he fuffers jefting about 
the worfhip due to God, and does not put 
a {top toirreligion. 

Endeavour by your firmnefs, by your re- 
prefentations, by your prayers, and even by 
to make the Prince whom you 


your tears, 
guide, 
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guide, diftinguifh himfelf by the goodnets 
of his morals, and to caufe them flourifh in 
his kingdom, as they conftitute the tran- 
quillity of citizens, and the happinefs of 
families, which is the feed of population. 

Reprefent to him frequently, that his fub- 
jects are his children, and that he fhould 
be a parent to them day and night, to help 
and comfort them; that he fhould not im- 
pofe taxes upon them, but in proportion 
to their wealth and induftry, fo as neither 
to expofe them to indigence nor defpair ; 
and that a ready adminiftration of juftice 
is his indifpenfible duty. 

If you do not engage him to fee every 
thing with his own eyes, you will do your 
duty only by halves. The people are not 
made happy but by entering into particu- 
lars, and there is no means of knowing 
them, without defcending to’ make the en- 
quiry. 

Though the Great defpife the people, 
and do not reflect, that in a State the People 
comprehends every individual except the 
Sovereign, yet to you, let that people be ever 
prefent, as a facred portion with which the 
C2 Prince 
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Prince fhould be conftantly engaged ; — a 
portion which* makes the fupport of the 
throne, and which fhould be watched like 
the a of the ih 

Make him fenfible, that the life of a So- 
vereion is a life of trouble, and that recrea- 
tions are only permitted to him, as to 
the ret of: mankind, for relaxation; and 

ht 


his chriftian rtuidie’, and even his prayers, 
f he is wanted for the fupport of the ftate. 
iepal to him- of the dreadful account 
he muft render to God of his admi- 


c 
T 


niftration, and not of the judgment which 


hiftory pronounces againft bad Princes af- 


ter their deaths. That is not a proper 
motive to actuate a religious Princes tor 
hiftory is only the voice a men, which pe- 


pe 
rifheth war them: but thé living God, 
the punifher of crimes, is the object which 


ois 


alate the conduét of a Sovereign. 
‘tle confequence to moft people, 
whether he re well or ill {poken of after 
their fant ; butethe fight of an eterna 
and inflexible Jug dge makes the moft awe 


ful imprefion upon the human mind. 


You 
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You will not prefcribe thofe vague pe- 
nances which confift in imple prayers, but 
apply a remedy fit to heal the wounds 
which will be expofed to you; and parti- 
eularly endeavour to difcover what is his 
prevailing fault; without which you may 
confefs for a whole age without knowing 
your penitent. If you would ftop the 
eourfe of an evil, you muft go to the foun- 


tain-head. 


Take great care not to ftep beyond the 
bounds of your miniftry, and not meddle, 
Ido not fay with any intrigue, but with 
any bufinefs, of the Court. It is moft un- 
worthy to fee a Monk, who ought not to ap- 
pear but asa reprefentative of Jefus Chirft, 
difhonour that aueuft funtion by fordid in- 
tereft or deteftable ambition. 


All your defires, all your views, fhould 
have the fafety of the Prince who places 
his confidence in you for their fole object. 
Aftonith him by-an incorruptible virtue, 
always equally fupported. If a Confeffor 
does not make himfelf refpeétable, and 
efpecially in a Court, where they only feek 
pretences for not being Chriftians, he au- 
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thorifes vices, and expofes himfelf to be de- 
fpifed. 
nculcate into the mind of the ptt 
hat he muft be anfwerable to God for all 
iy ae he beftows, and ail the 
evil which is done in confequence of his 


bare 


ft 
miaking an diese: choice. Reprefent to 
him particularly, the danger of nominating 
ignorant or vicious people to ecclefiaftical 
dignities, and nourifhing their effeminacy 
and covetoufnefs by giving them a plurality 
of benefices. Perfuade him to feek out 
merit, and to recompenfe thofe who write 
for the good of the public, and for Reli- 
gion. Teach him to fupport his dignity, 
10t by pride, but by a magnificence pro- 
portioned to the extent of his dominions, 
his forces, and his revenues; and to de- 
fcend, atthe fametime, from his rank, 
humanife himfelf with his people, and to 
fearch after true happineds. 

Place his duty frequently before his eyes, 
not with feverity nor with importunity, but 
with that charity, which, being the effufion 
of the Holy Spirit, néver fpeaks but with 
prudence, feizes the proper feafon, and pro- 
fits by ix. Whena Prince is convinced of 
the 
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the knowledge and piety of his Confefior, 
he hears him with good-nature, if his heart 
be not corrupted. 

If your illuftrious pupil accufes himfelf 
of effential faults in adminiftration, fpeak 
to him in general terms, and you will 
come infenfibly to the point of making him 
confefs what you ought to know. You 
fhould often infift upon his hearing all his 
people, and doing them immediate jutftice. 

If you do not find yourfelf inclined to fol- 
low this plan, retire; for thefe are precepts 
which you cannot tranfgrefs, without ren- 
dering yourfelf guilty both in the fight of 
God and Man. 

The function of an ordinary Confeffor 
does not attract the public attention, but 
alleyes are fixed on the conduct of the man 
who is Confeffor toa Sovereign. You can- 
not be too exact in the tribunal of penitence, 
in not allowing any one to approach to the 
facraments_ whofe icandalous life muft ren- 
der him unwor-hy in the eyes of the pub» 
lic. There are not two Gofpels, one for 
the Sovereign, and another for the people : 
both the one and the other willbe equally 

C4 judged 
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judged DV~ that InNalterabdie law, becaufe 
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of the Lord remaineth eternally. 


Princes are not the images of God: by 
their power and authority only, which they 


the virtues which they fhould poffefs, -to 
be proper reprefentatives of him... A peo- 
ple fhould be able to fay of their Sovereign, 
““ He governs like a Deity, with wifdom, 
7, and equity:” for Sovereigns 
are accountable. to their fubjeéts for their 
conduct; not to difclofe the fecrets of the 
Cabinet, but in doing nothing which can 
miflead them. 

Of all things, take care not to falfify the 
truth, either from weaknefs or any world- 
ly motive. ‘There is no capitulating with 
the law of God; it has the fame force 
at all times, and the fpirit of the Church 
is always the fame. The zeal of the great 
Ambrofius with regard to the Emperor 
Theodofius, is extolled by the Church as 
highly at prefent as it was formerly; for 
fhe neither varies in her morals nor opinions. 

I pray to God, with all my heart, that 
he may fupport you, and enlighten you in 
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fo hazardous an employment, where you 
ought not to be an ordinary man, buta 
heavenly guide... You will then live as a 
hermit, in the mid{ft of the great world ; 

a truly religious man, in a dwelling where 
there is commonly but little religion; as a 
Saint, in a place which would deflroy the 
men of God, if the Lord was not every 
where with his elec. 

lLembrace you,. and am, &c, 


Romer, 26 April, 1755. 


Tire Ee hae bigs A eh 


TO THE PRELATE CERATI!.. 
My orp; 
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refided, is. over, and- the Rev. Father 
3 


Boxadors, equally diftingu ufhed by. his birth. 


and merit, hath been elected Superior Ge- 
neral, He will govern with much-wifdom 
and nanchy, 
1 
¢ 


is acquainted with: mankind,.. and 


that they are not to be governed imperioully. 


T laft the Chapter of Dominicans, at: 
which our Holy Fatner folemnly’ 


as an enl lightened man’who:- 
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Benedict XIV. who opened the Seffion 
with a difcourfe the moft eloquent and flat- 
tering for the Order of St. Dominick, 
which has always been remarkable for the 

nderftanding and virtue of its mem- 
bers, defired to have the Rev. Father 
Richini for General, a truly modeft and 
learned Monk; but notwithftanding his 
prefence, and all his wifhes, he could not 
fucceed. 

The Pope took it very well, and in go- 
ing away, {miling, faid, ‘ that the Holy 
** Therefa having afked Our Saviour, where- 
“¢ fore a Carmelite, whom he had declar- 
** ed to her fhould be chofen General, was 
*¢ not ele€ted, he anfwered her, J was for 
“* him, but the Monks were againft him. It is 
“‘ not aftonifhing then, added our Holy 
“ Father, that the will of his Vicar hath 
“* not had its effect.” 

All the world knows that we too often 
refift the Holy Spirit, and that mankind 
daily defeat the intentions of the Deity by 
their wicked ways. 


Father 


CLEMENT 

Father Bremond. is little regretted, al- 
though -he was extremely affable and vir- 
tuous. His Order reproached him with 
having a blind condefcenfion for a brother 
who. governed him, and whom I always 
diftrufted, becaufe. he. appeared to me to 
be a flatterer. It-is feldom that men ol 
that character are not-falfe. Your fweeten- 
ed language is rarely the language of fin- 
cerity. 

I pitied poor-P. Bremond, without dar- 
ing to blame him. What man in employ- 
ment but has been deceived ? 


There aré many people unjuft with re-- 


gard to the Great, and efpecially when they 
are not great themfelves: The circum- 
{tance of the Great being befet with cares 
and embarrafiments is not attended to, 
which fhould in part excufe them, when 
they cannot fee all with their own eyes. 
Happy he who only fees greatnefs-at a dif- 
tance, like a mountain which he has no 
inclination to climb! 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


Rome, 29 July, 1756. 


XIV. 35 


errs ase 


—- 


ries SRS PE SE 
2 


30 LETTERS OF GANGANE LUI, 


Ti Fi oT Fi ay ate @de 

TO AN ENGLISH LORD. 
Cannot conceive, my Lord, inftru@- 
ed as youare in the imperfe@tions of 
human nature, the variety of opinions, 
the fantafticalnefs of tafte, and the force of 
cultoms, why you fhould be aftonifhed at 
ihe form of our Government. I do not pre- 
tend to juftify it, as it neither favours con 
merce, agriculture, nor population; that 
is to fay, what is precifely the effence of 
public felicity: but do you think there 
are no inconveniences in other countries ? 

We are under an infenfible Government, 
it is true, which excites neither emulation 
nor induftry; but I fee you Englifhmen 
inder the yoke of a pepulace who drag you 
as they pleafe, and who, by their impetuo- 
fity, which cannot be reflrained, become your 


Sovereigns : and I fee other people, fuch as 
the Polanders, under an anarchy, and the 
Rufhans under defpotifm; without men- 


} 


tioning the Turks, who aan not fpeak for 
fear of the Sultan, who can do whatever he 


ly 
nleales, 


.s 
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It is generally imagined, though I do 
not know why, that the Ecclefiaftic Go- 
vernment is a {ceptre of iron ; yet whcever 
has read its hiftory, cannot be ignorant 
that the Chriftian Religion has abolith- 
ed flavery: that in thofe countries where 
it {till unhappily prevails, as in Poland 
and Hungary, the peafants, who are under 
the government of bifhops, are not bondi- 

nen ; and that, in fine, nothing is more gen- 
tle than the dominion of the Popes. Be- 
fides their never having war, being neceffa- 
rily Princes of Peace, they trouble nobody 
either for taxes, or their ways of thinking, 

There are certain Inquifitions which have 
caufed the Priefts to be branded with the 
name of Perfecutors. But, befides that the 
monarchs whoauthorized them, were equally 
guilty with the inftigators, Rome was never 
{een to give in to the barbarous pleafure of 
burning its citizens for want of the faith, 
or becaufe fome improper difcourfe had 
elcaped them. Jefus Chrift, expiring up- 
on the Crofs, far from exterminating thofe 
who blafphemed him, follicited their pardon 
with his Father: Paver, ignofce illis 


ae 
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What is certain is, that although fome 
minifters of God have fometimes declared 
for blood and carnage, they have only done 
it by an enormous abufe of religion, which, 
having charity for its effence, preaches up 
meeknefs and peace. 

Yet, wherefoever] look round the world; 
Flee that, in the midft of our indigence and 
apathy, we are ftill the people who live | 
moit happily. This is owing, it is true; 
to the goodnefs of the foil and climate, 
which furnifhes us abundantly with the ne- 
ceffaries bE life, 

If our Government had more aétivity, 
there would certainly be more vigour and 
circulation in the Ecclefiaftical State: but 
who hath told us that the Government 
would not then become defpotic? The 
luke-warmnefs of the Popes, commonly too 
old to undertake or execute, makes at once 
both our misfortune and our happinefs. 
They leave the country to produce what 
it pleafes, without attending either to its 
culture or improvement; but they crufh no- 
body under the weight of taxes, and every 
one 
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one is fure of remaining in peace at home, 
without the leaft moleftation. 

Rich countries are taxed in propor- 
tion to their riches; and I do not know, in 
fact, whether it is better to inhabit a coun- 
try flourifhing by its induftry, and having 
exorbitant burdens to pay, which leaves 
only the means of fubfifting ; or to live in 
a place without. this circulation, but ina 
happy eafe. It appears to me that every 
individual, feparately, loves rather to gain 
little with nothing to pay, than to gain 
much, and pay almoft the whole. I pre- 
fer having only twenty-five fequins to my- 
felf, to the happinefs of poffeffing a hundred 
out of which I mutt pay ninety. 

We are frequently mifled by fpecious 
advantages in what we fay upon Govern- 
ment. The whole world requires undoubt- 
edly that we fhould labour and be attive, 
lending our hands to one another from 
the moft diftant parts of the globe, and 
by keeping up correfpondences fupport a 
juft equilibrium, or at. leaft a happy har- 
mony: yet that does not hinder but there 
may be a little corner in the world which 
may 
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may be happy, without taking a part in all 
thefe enterprifes and revolutions; and we 
are in that little intrenchment where the fer- 
pents of Difcord do not hifs, and where Ty- 
ranny doth not exercife her cruelties. 

The human mind 1 s always in motion, 
becaufe man is perpetually apitated: he 
never loves to fee countries reft in torpid 
indolence. ‘Thus conquerors who ravage 
» who kill, and: 

ufurp, pleafe him much more than thofe 
ea who remain fixed in-one place, lead- 


3 
unaer 


kingdoms, who pl 


ing an uniform life, and,who do nct, by. 
their revolutions, prefent him with any in- 
terefling fpectacleon the theatreof the world. 

ean the life celebrated by Phi- 
lofophers and Poets is nota life of tumult; 
they banifh avarice and ambition from the 
mind of man to render him happy; and in 
this they agree with the true Chriftians, 
who preach up difintereftednefs and hu- 
mility. 

I affure you, I have often eftimated every 
kind of Goverment, and I fhould be puz- 


AR 
and 
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and at this we fhould’be the lefs furprifed, 
fince the univerfe itfelf, ever coverned by 
Infinite Wifdom, is fubjeé to the ftrangelt 
revolutions. Sometimes we are crufhed by 
thunder, fometimes afflicted by calamities, 
and almoft always vexed either by fhocks 
of the elements, or by the plague of infects; 
in the heavenly country only all will be 
perfect, and there we fhall find neither 
evils nor dangers. 

A little lefs enthufiafm for your country, 
Sir, would make you allow that there are 
abufes in it as in other countries. But how 
expect an Englifhman not to be an enthu- 
fiat in favour of his country? You will 
tell me, that the liberty and property of 
your citizens are fingularly refpected with 
you; and I will anfwer, that thefe two 
prerogatives, which-effentially conftitute 
happinefs, and which ought never te 
be invaded, remain equally inviolate in 
the dominions of the Pope: There every 
one is allowed to enjoy his. property in 
peace, togo and come as he pleafeth, with- 
out being molefted. The rigours of au- 


thority are unknown in the Ecclefiaftical 


" 
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States, and you may fay, that the fupe= 
rors Hava more the manner of entreating 
than commanding. Do not imagine, from 
thefe Pep one that_ I am an apologift 
for a government fo defective as ours: I 
know its defects as well as you; but think 
that there is not an adminiftration in the 
univerfe of which we may not fpeak both 
good and ill. May the republican love re- 
publics, and the fubjeéts of monarchs love 
monarchies, and then ali will be in its pro- 
per place, As for me, Tam in mine, when 
] affure you of the re{fpect, &c. 
RomgE, 27 September, 1756. 

wpe oa tee 

lL, E:T TE Reese: 

TO A PWNS GTA Ni 

Am erieved, my dear Friend, that your 
domettic affairs are ftill in fo bad a fitua- 

tion, and that your wife, by her exceffive 
expences, labours continually to make them 
worfe. There is nothing but patience and 
mildnefs which can affeét her. Gain her con- 
fidence, and you willafterwards gain what 
you pleafe. You fhauld never moleft a wife, 
what- 
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whatever fhe may have done amifs ; but fall 
upon fome means capable of opening her 
eyes. Speak reafon to her; feem to enter 
into her views fo as not to have the appear- 
ance of contradicting her; and infenfibly, 
by candid Ly pbekstineticge by good treat- 
ment, by fenfible reafonings, by the effu- 
fions of the heart, fhe may be brought to 
relifh the morals you preaci h to her; but you 
muft not affume either a pedantic manner, 
or the tone of a moralifer. 

Above all things, do not complain of 
your wife before your children, but {till lefs 
before your fervants. They will acquire 
the habit of no longer refpecting her; per- 
haps they may defpife her. 

Women deferve attention, and the more 
fo, as itis almoft always the temper of 
hufbands, or dometftic vexations, which 
make them peevith. Their tender forms 
require attention, as well as their fituation, 
which does not permit them to divert their 
cares fo eafily as we can do, whofe lives are 
divided between bufinefs and ftudy. While 

the hufband goes abroad on bufinefs or 


pleafure, the wife remains confined at 
home, 
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home, neceffarily employed:in minute at- 
tentions, which are confequently teizing. 
Women who love reading have a refource, 
but they cannot be always reading: befides, 
almoft every woman who reads much is vain, 
I advife you to recommend to her credi- 
tors, to come frequently to perfecute her, 
when fhe is in their debt. She will foon 
grow tired of their vifits, and then you 
fhould take occafion to fhew her, that there 
cannot be a greater misfortune than to be 
in debt when we cannot pay. You. will 
engage her attention by mentioning the ne- 
any of faving fomething for her children. 
She loves them tenderly, and that motive 
will be the beft leffon which can be given her. 
I formerly knew an old officer at Pefaro, 
who had fuffered much by the paffionate 
freaks of his wife. When fhe fell intoa rage, 
he remained immoveable, and did not. fpeak 


~ one word; and this filence very foon cooled 


her dears ‘The paffionate are to be dif- 
ed by mildnefs, 

is pleafed am I, my dear Doétor, that 

J am married to my cell! It 1s a quiet com- 

panion, who does not fpeak one word, who. 

does 
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joes not put my patience to the trial, and 
whom I find always the’ fame at whatever 
hour I return; always tranquil and ready 
to receive me. The vexations of the Monks 
are nothing, when compared with thofe of 
people who live in the world; but it is ne- 


ld fuffer patient- 


a 


ceffary that every one fhou 
ly, and reflec that this life is not eternal. 
St. Jerome faid, that he advifed marriage 
to thofe only who were fearful in the night, 
that they might have a companion to keep 
up their courage; but as he was never fear- 
ful, he never inclined to marry. 

I am glad that your eldeft fon has fuch an 
uncommon fagacity. You muft work upon 
the temper of the youngeft, fince he is more 
referved, that he may fhew himfelf. The ta- 
lent of a father is to multiply himfelf, and 
to appear to his children under different 
forms: to one, as a matter; to another, as a 
friend. 

The confidence Which the firft people of 
the town hes in-you ese them honouwr. 
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not always wellfounded. The fafhion is to 
be merry at their expencel; but for my part, 
I] am convinced that there is more under- 
ftanding among them than in almoft all the 


other profeflions; and that their fcience is 


not fo conjefiural as is commonly thought : 
but man, ingenious in deluding himflelf, 
fays, that it is never death, but always 
the phyfician that kills. Befides, what 
learned man never deceives himfelf? We 
fhould not fee fo many fophtfms and 
paradoxes in books, were it not that writers 
are fallible, though they know a great 
deal. 

What I fay to you, my dear Doétor, 1s 
the more generous on my part, becaufe I en- 
joy the moft perfect health, and have no 
need of any phyfician. I take my choco- 
late every morning, lead a frugal life, ufe 
a great deal of fnuff, and walk frequently ; 
and with fuch a regimen, one may live an 
age; but I am not defirous of a long life. 

Love me always as your beft friend, 
the friend of your family, and as one who 
moft fincerely wifhes to fee you happy. 


My 
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My compliments to your dear wife, 

whom I wifh to fee as reafonable in her ex- 
|" pences as you are:—that time will come. 
| The happinefs of this life confifts in always 
hoping. 


RoME, 30 September, 1756. 


eel Here MC IIT, 
TO THE SAME. 


47 OU will fee, my Friend, by the in- 

i clofed memorial of your colleagues, 
who tear each other in pieces, that ftudy 
does not exempt us from the weaknefies in- 
cident to human nature. 

Neverthelefs, the learned ought to fet an 
example of moderation, and leave quar- 
rels and jealoufies to the vulgar, as their 
proper element.. Every age has produced 
literary combats very humiliating to fenfe 
and reafon. The merit of one is not the 
fame in another, and I cannot fee why envy 
fhould be fo exafperated as to decry thofe 
who have reputation. Jwould rather never 
have read in my life, than conceive the 


leaft 
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leaft hatred againft a writer. If he writes 
well, [admire him; if badly, Texcufe him, 

becaufe 1 imagine he did his beft. 
_ The greater the number of mean fouls 
who rank themfelves in the lift of writers, 
the more they deteft and tear one another 
ten of genius, like the gene- 


oO 


in pieces. ~M 
rous maftiff, defpife the infults of hice 
curs, The truly great never reply to cri- 
tics s—fatire is beft anfwered by filent con- 
tempt. 


Men of fuperficial knowledge are much 


more expoled to thefe ‘{quabbles than the 
truly learned, becaufe their applicatio 
quite different, The learned are too much 
abforbed in ftudy to hearken to the whit- 
pers. of jealoufy ; while the -others, like 
light troops, are fcattered about upon the 
watch. 

The French havea. great deal of thefe 
hateful dffputes in. their writings, from 
their having many morefuperficial than pro- 
found authors, Their agreeable. vivacity 
leads them to trivial ftudies, rather than to 
the ftudy of the Sciences: from a dreac 
that 


that their eaiety muft be laid under re- 


ftraint, and their liberty be loft in intenfe 
application. The learned man writes for 
pofterity, and the fuperficial for the pre- 
fent age; he is in a hurry to gain reputa- 
tion for the immediate gratification of (elf. 
love, preferring the applaufe of aday to a 
more lafling glory. 

Tam delighted to hear that your wife 
1s beconie fenfible to your remonftrances : 
fhe will poffibly at laft become a mifer. 
But take care of Has for fhe will perhans 


make you. die of hunger; and a Phyfician 


preicribes only ftrict regimen to his pa- 
tients, 

I have fcarce time to read the wort: 
mention; but as you {peak f 
latinity, i will endeavour to ) glance It Over. 


There are fome books wh ch I run over 


in the twinkling of an eye, others which 
i dive into fo as to lofe nothing ; but it de. 
pends upon the fubjects, and the manner 
of treating them. 
I love a work whofe chapters, like fo 
many avenues, lead acreeably to fome 
Vou, II. D intereit- 
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intereftine profpect. When I fee the 
road crooked, and the ground rugged, I 
reject it at the beginning ; and Ido not go 
farther, ublefs the importance of thé fub- 


jet makes me forget the manner in which 


it is delivered. 

f leave you to vifit an Englifh Lord, who 
thinks, as he fpeaks, with energy. He 
cannot conceive how Rome can canonize 
men who have lived holy lives; as if we 
did not judge of men by their lives, and 
as if God had not promifed the kingdom 
of heaven to thofe who faithfully accom- 
plifh the law. 

I believe, however, that that excellent 
work of the Holy Father, On the Canoni- 
zation of Saints, will open his eyes; he 
efteems the Pontiff greatly, and has an 
high opinion of his writings. Adieu. 


Convent of the Hory APOSTLES, 
5 November, 1756. : 
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Vk AR ae CIY : 
TO THE ABBE LAML 


WISH, my dear Abbé, for the honour 
of your country and of Italy, that 
the Hiftory of Tufcany, which is going to 
be publifhed, may correfpond with its title, 
What excellent matter to handle, if the 
writer, equally judicious and delicate, 
fhews the Arts {pringing from this country, 
where they had been buried during fo many 
ages; and if he paints in proper colours 
the Medicis, to whom we owe this in- 
eftimable advantage ! | 
Hiftory brings together all ages and all 
mankind into one point of view, prefenting 
a charming land{cape to the mental eye. 
It gives colour to the thoughts, {oul to the 
actions, and life to the dead; and brings 
them again upon the ftage of the world, 
as if they were ftill living; but with this 
difference, that it is not to flatter, but 
to judge them. 


D2 Formerly 
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Foimerly hiftory was but badly written, 
and even at this day our Fralian authors 
are not much improved. They only ¢ com- 
pile events and dates, without characterizing 
ihe cen‘us either of nations or waldedt 

The generality of men look upon hiftory 
with a curfory glance, as they would 
at a piece of Flanders tapeftry. They 
are content to fee characters fhining by 
the vivacity of the colouring, without 
thinking of the head which drew the 
de fign, or the hand which executed it. And 
thus they think they fee every thing, while 
they fee nothing. 

Ic is impoffible to profit by hiftory, if 
we are attentive only to princes, battles, 
ard exploits, pafling in review before us; _ 
tut I do not know more inftructive reading, 
if we confider the progrefs of events, 

‘nd obferve how they were conducted; 
when’we analyfe. the talents’and defigns 
of thofe people who fet “allvin® motion, 
and tranfport ourfelves: to the ages and 
ccuntries in which fuch memorable aéuions 
happened. 

Hitlory 
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Hiftory affords’an inexhauftible fund for 
refiections: Every action fhould be weight. 
ed, not with a minute examination winca 
loubts of every thing, 
eye which will not be deceived. It.is fel- 


but with a critical 


dom that young people proft by the read- 
ing of hiftory; becaufe it is given to them 
asia kind of exercife caleulated folely fos 
the memory; inftead of being told, that it 
is the foul, and nor the eyes, which ouvg it 
to be employed in fuch a ftudy. 

Then they will obferve fome men hich, 
praifed, who were the difgrace of human 
nature; others who were perfecuted, yet 


were the glory of their country, and the age 
in which they hved. Then they will know 


the fprings of emulation, and the dangers 
-of ambition; they will fee (alata eft the 
primum mobile in cities, courts, and families. 
~‘Hiftorians rarely make reflexions, that 
they may. leave their readers at leifure to 
analyfe and judge of the people of whon 
they fpeak. | 

In alithe hiftories of the world, we inl 
people who fcarcely appear on the fcene, yet 
behind the curtain fet all in motion. They 
efcape not the attentive reader, who giv-s 
D 3 them 
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them the honour of what flattefy has 
too often afcribed to the man in office. 


1 


lmoft all princes and almoft every minif- 


A 
ter have fome fecret agent that moves 
them, who is only to be difcovered by 
analizing themfelves. 

We may likewife fay that fome of the 
rreateft events which have aftonifhed the 
world, have fechucn taken rife from 
perions obfcure. both in’ rank. .and 
; ay women who appear- 
ed only as ee wives of princes or 
ainbaffadors, and who are not even. men- 
tioned in hiftory, have frequently been the 
caufe of fome of the nobleft exploits. 
Their counfels Hare prevailed and been 
followed ; and the hufbands have had alt 
the honour af % nte erprizes which was due 


a\/ide 


to the fagacity of their wives. 

urnithes much excellent matter, 
ble hiftorian might difplay in a 
niet iealp and ftriking manner. That 
period where we fee princes of fuch con- 
tracted power as the family of Medici, re- 
viving the arts, and fpreading them all over 
Europe, will not be the leaft interefting. 
When 
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When I reflect upon this ra, it 
feems like a new world rifing out of 
chaos, a new fun coming to give light to 
the different nations. O that this work, 
my dear Abbé, had fallen into your hands ! 
you would have given it all the {ipirit it is 
capable of. Adieu. Somebody is coming 
to befiege me, and I won’t be blocked 
up;—they are vifits of politenefs, which 
fhould be refpected. 
Rome, &th November, 1756. 


LETTER XCV. 


TO, CrO WAN Tl Bet. 


Cannot fufficiently exprefs my joy, my 
dear Count, when I think you are 
coing on fteadily in the paths of virtue, and 
that you are fufficiently mafter of yourfelr 
to keep your fenfes, paffions, and heart in 
order. 

Yes, we will make that little excurfion 
we projected. Your company is become 
my delight, fince you have become a new 
man, 


D4 I will 
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Y will willingly prefent you to the Holy 
Father, when you come to Rome; and 
T proteft to you he will be happy to fee 
you, elpecially when he knows that you 
apply yourfelf to proper ftudies. You willfind 
him as lively as if he was only five-and- 
twenty. 

Gaiety 1s the balm of life ; and what in- 


duces me to believe that your piety will be 
preferved, is, your being always of-a chear- 
ful temper. ies y become infenfibly tired 


c 


of virtue, whorl Web d: tired of themfelves. 
Every thing then becomes-a burden, and 
the whole concludes with finking into a 
difmal ypcipicae or the greateft diffipa- 
tion. I approve much of your bodily exer- 
cifes; they enliven tk {pirits, and make 
us fit for every thing: I take as much 
exercife as the difmal profeffion of a monk 
allows. 

When you come to fee me, I will tell 
you all that the implacable Marchionefs 
alledges in her own vindication for not 
feeing you. I akways thought that her 
particular devotion would not allow her to 
do fo good an action: fhe would fupport 
her conduct by vanity, You cannot 
imagine 
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imagine how difficult it is for fome devotees 
to acknowlecge themfelves in the wrong. 

As for you, ftop ‘where you are. You 
have written to her; you have fpoken to her; 
and certainly that is enough ; accede as 
St. Paul tells us, that we fhould be at 
peace with all the world, if poffible—/7 freri 
potest. He knew that there are fome 
unfociable people in. the world, with whom 
it is impoflible to live cordially. 


I embrace you with all my heart, &, 
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have the reverend P. Gerdil, whofe learning 
and modefty deferve the greateft praife. 

Take care of your health, for the fake of 
religion and our own interefts. 

The city of Turin where you live, cer- 
tainly knows the value of poffeffing you, 
for it is a place where merit is efteemed 
and cherifhed. 

I make a fcruple of detaining you longer 
from your ftudies and exercifes of piety, 
and therefore conclude without ceremony 
by affuring you moft cordially, that 

lam, &c. 


Rome, 3d December, 1755. 


LE Tl ee 
TO A DIRECTOR OF NUNS. 


FH DO not congratulate you upon your 
i employment, but [ will endeavour that 
you'fhall acquit yourfelf with all poffible 
prudence and charity. 

Take my advice, and go very feidom 
intothe parlour: it is a place of idle con- 
verfation, fenfelefs tales, and Jittle flanders, 
and 
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and your frequenting it cannot fail to excite 
jealoufies; for if you fee one oftener than 
another, they will come fecretly to hear fai 
from afpirit of curlofity, which muft produce 
cabals and parties, andthe leaft om you 
fpeak will have a thoufand commentaries. 

Secondly, you cannot remove «the idle 
fcruples you will often hear of, except by 
defpifing them, and never hearing them 
nore than twice. 

Thirdly, accuftom the Nuns never to 
{peak of any thing which does not regard 
themfelves, while at confeflion, becaufe they 
will otherwife make the confeffion of their 
neighbours; and in confefling one only, 
you will learn infenfibly the faults of the 
whole community. 

Fourthly, endeavour conftantly to main- 
tain peace inal] their hearts, repeating in- 
ceffantly that Jefus Chrift is to be found 
only in the bofom of peace. 

Frequently reflect, that if there is luft in 
the eyes of all men, as St. John tells us, 
there is a luft in the tongues and ears of 
many Nuns. Have you fkill to cure them ? 
If it is not proper to prefcribe abfolute 

D 6 lence, 
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filence, it is at leaft neceffary to prohibit 
malicious difcourfe, where they amufe 
themfelves at the expence of thei neigh- 
bours. 

Refpect the tendernefs of the fex, which 
requires condefcenfion in governing them; 
and fhew fome indulgence to the poor re- 
clufe labouring in fpirit, fo as not to add 
to the yoke, already fufficiently heavy 
from the burden of an eternal folitude.. 

Our Holy Father has known their wants, 
by. allowing them to vifit each other once 
a year. Whatever is done from a prin- 

ciple of charity deferves. to. be praifed. 

There are occafions where you will have 
ufe for all your firmnefs, and without 
which you. will not be Director, but di- 
1, Some Devotées have the addrefs 
him. who Bath the care of their con= 


ie 
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} ewEL 


{ciences: they appear to do it quite pioufly, 
without feeming to intend it. 

Mf you neglect thefe hints, you will’ re- 
pent; but you will do better if you ap- 
pear only at Confeffion, or in the Pulpit, 
Yatthe Altar. You will be much more 


ang a 
efpected, There are few Directors who do 

& 
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not lofe a great deal by making themfelves 
too much known. It is great wifdoin never 
to appear among them unfeafonably. Afk 
me nothing farther upon this article, for 
I have told you all that I know. Adieu. 


ConveENT of the Hoty APosTLES, 
x9 December, 1756. 


LETTER XCVIL 


TO THE CQUNT GENORE 


Y books, my monaftic exercifes, 
LY my employment, all join to oppofe 
the pleafure I fhould otherwife have in 
vifiting you. Befides, what would you 
do with a Monk whofe time is continually 
interrupted with reading and prayer, which 
would break in upon our walks and our 


converfations ? 

I am fo accuftomed to my hours of foli- 
tude and application, that 1 believe | could 
not exift without them. 

All the happinels of a Menk confifts in 
being alone, 1n praying and in ttudying. -I 
I o other, and I prefer it to ail the 


POA 


62 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI, 


‘pleafures of the world. The converfation of 
the learned or fome of my friends is inf- 
nitely precious to me, provided they do not 
break in upon my time. I never propofed to 
be the flave of the minute in the hours which 
I can difpofe of, becaufe I hate every thing 
which is-trifling ; but I love order, and I 
fee nothing which can prefervée the har- 
mony of the foul and the fenfes, but a love 
of order. 

Where there is no order, there can be 
no peace. Tranquillity is the daughter of 
Regularity, and it is by regularity that man 
can fhut himfelf up within the {phere of 
his du'y. All the inanimate creation 
preach up regularity ; the {tars perform their 
courfe periodically, and the plants revive 
at the moment which is: marked out to 
them. We can tell the inttant the day 
fhould appear, and it doth not fail; we 
know the moment of the night, and then 
darknefs covers the earth. 

The true Philofopher never perverts the 
order of time, unlefs obliged by occupa- 
tions or cuftoms which require it, 
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To return, Sir, to natural hiftory, which 
you mentioned to me: it is certain we 
have ftudied it lefs thanantiquity, although 
the former is much more ufeful than the lat- 
ter. Neverthelefs, Italy at every ftep preients 
wherewithal to exercife and fatisfy the cu- 
riofity of Naturalifts. Phenomena may 
be {een in Italy, that are not to be {een elle- 
where; and people who are faid to be leds 
fuperftitious than the Italians, would in- 
{tantly take them to be miracles. 

A French Abbé, who has been here for 
fome time, and whont I got acquainted 
with through Cardinal Paffionei, was in the 
ereateft aftonifhment at iceing the wonders 
which nature every where prefented to him. 
I fhall always remember a walk which | 
had with him near the Villa Mattei, and 
which lafted five hours, though no great 
diftance, becaufe he topped every inftant. 
He has knowledge, and fuch atafte for na- 
tural hiftory, that he glues himfelf to an 
infect or a Aint, fo thathe cannot tear him- 
felf from them. I was afraid he would 
petrify himfelf with looking fo much upon 
ftones; and I muft fay I fhould have been 
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a great lofer, for his-converfation’ is-exe 
ceedinely engasing and chearful.” >This 
the Abbé who has written againft thé fy tems 
of Monf. Buffon. How much longer would 
he not have remained, if he had had rb 
happinefs of being with you? 

I have the honour to’ be with the moft 
lively gratitude, and ‘moft refpeétful. at 
tachaient, : 

Your moft humble, &c., 


LETTER XCIX. 


LO.COUNS ELE OR GC te? 


Such compliments! If you knew 
’ how T love them, you would not 
once tape 
What has oe faid with regard to the 
perfon in gueftion, is only Base ed on 
al; 


4 


envy and malice, Is there a man in office, 
or a man who ie wrote, that has noe 
enemies? Libels and fatirés make an im- 
preffion only upon weak and badlyo organifed 


and you will obferve, that it is al 


ways the moft vicious and {ported characters 


which 
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which moft readily ‘believe page and 
who feem to have the greateft reluctance 
to fee thofe whom they have offen slat 

Prejudice, however, is fo common, that, 
according to the obfervation i the Holy 
Father, a thoufand recommendations are 
wanted to determine a man in office in fa- 
vour of any perfon; but there needs one 
word only to make him change, or to pro- 
voke him. 
the depravity of the human heart. 

We fhould be obliged to fee nobody, 
were we to fhut our doors againit all who 
have been ill fpoken of. We ought to be 
very careful to avoid judg 
is fhameful to pafs fentence ‘again{t our 
brother; when we have not fufficient proofs 
to accufe. him. 

Prejudice ruins a number of the Great, 
and efpecially Devotées, who think they 
ought pioufly to give credit to all the evil 
which is fpoken of their neighbour. They 
pretend to be ignorant that God hath ex- 
prefsly commanded us not to judge, left 
we be judged ; and that it is lefs criminal 
in his eyes, to commit fauits which 
they 


his is the ftrongeft proof of 


ing rafhly. It 
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they repent of, than.to accufe their 
brethren rafhly. 

The firft rule of chriftian charity is to 
believe no ill, if we have not feen it; and 
to be filent, if we have feen it. 

Befides, if he whom they would prevent 
you from feeing, feeks the fociety of good 
people, it is a proof that he is not fuch a 
libertine as they pretend, or that he is in- 
clined to reform. Perhaps his falvation 
depends upon the good example you will 
fet him: therefore I would not haye you 
reject him, 

Charity does not judge like the world; 
becaufe the world almoft never fails to 
judge amifs. 

Iam, &c. 


CoNnvEnT of the Hoty APosTLEs, 
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Libet 7 FoR. 
TOOTH E ABBE Ie*%, 


IPR; 


INCE you confule me upon the dif- 
kK. courfe which I lately heard, I mut 
tell you with my ufval freedom, that I 
found fome exceltent things init, but did 
not like that affectation which enervated 
it. It looks like a work that had been 
made and painted at a Lady’s toilette. For 
the future, let your heart {peak when you 
mount the Pulpit, and you will fpeak well. 
Fancy fhould be employed only to make a 
border for the painting, but you have 
made it the foundation of your difcourfe. 

A good Orator fhould keep a medium 
between the Italian and French, that is to 
fay, between a Giant and a Dwarf, 

Do not let yourfelf be fpoiled by the 
manners of the age, or you will never be 
able to get rid of that affected eloquence 
which tortures both words and thoughts. 
It is of importance to a young man of 


abilities to receive fuch advice, and above 
all 
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all to follow it; and I depend upon your 
modefty for taking it in good part. Iam 
with all poffible defire of feeing you a 
perfect Orator, 

Sir, your's, 8. 


Rome, roth of the Month. 


Am alw ays in admiration at your new 

difcoveries. By what you have created, 
you have produced a fecond world from 
the firft. This will diftraét our Antiqua- 
ries, who perfuade themfelves that there is 
nothing excellent or engaging which is 
not very old. 

It is undoubtedly very proper that we 
fhould value Antiquity; but I think we 
fhould not make ourfelves fuch flaves to it, 
as to-exalt beyond meafure .a thing which 
is defpicable in itfelf, only becaufe it was 
dug out of Adrian’s garden. 

The Ancients had things for common 
ufe as well as we; and if they are to be 

valued. 
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valued merely becaufe of their antiquity, 
the earth in. this Guality deferves our firft 


homage, for furely its antiquity is not to 


I neither love enthufiafm nor infenfi- 
bility: thofe only>who keep the middle 
etween thefe two ex 
or judge richtly. 


remes, can either fee 
The cold indifference of 
the infenfible, takes away all tafte and cu- 

1 we ought to be poffeffed of 


either the one or the other, to examine and 


riofity ; anc 


intitle us to pronounce. 
Fancy, when not regulated, is much 
nore. dangerous than difference. ~Ie 


dazzles the eye, and ae is ie under- 


ftandine, ‘ Even Philo! fophy, of whom this 
{porfive Deity fhouid have no hold, daily 
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other origin than Fancy. She takes wing 
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Your Excellency certainly knows this 
kind of writing, as you have frequent op- 
portunities of reading the productions of 
the times. England, which on account of 
its phlegm we fhould imagine had lefs 
fancy than other nations, has often pub- 
lifhed the moft extravagant ideas. Its 
Philofophers have been ftill more diftracted 
than ours, becaufe they muft have made 
ereater efforts to furmount their natural 
character of referve and taciturnity. Their 
imagination is like the coal which flames, 
and whofe vapour difturbs the brain. 

It is faid, with reafon, that the imagi- 
nation is the mother of. dreams, and even 
produces more than the night; but thefe 
are the more dangerous, as in giving up to 
them, we do not think we dream, while 
the morning 1s fure to undeceive us as to 
the illufions of the night. 


Tamalwaysafraid of yourchymicalexperi- 
ments hurting your health, for fometimes 
very terrible accidents happen from them, 
Butwhen new experiments in Phyfics are to 
be made, a man runs into them without any 
dread 
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dread of the confequences, like an Officer 
hurried on by his valour, who throws him- 


felf at all hazards into the midft of the fire. Head 
J have the honour to be, . 4 
With refpe& and attachment, &c. iy | 
Maier, 4 

RoME, 13th January, 1757. ve 
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My Lorop, 


: NITE yourfelf with me, that we 
may revenge the memory of Sextus 
Quintus. I was moved toa degree of warmth 
yelterday in fupporting him againft fome 
who Called hima cruel Pope, a Pontiff un- 
worthy of reigning. It is aftonifhing how 
this character which has been beftowed 
upon him is fupported, and what footing 
it has obtained in the world. 
Is it reafonable to judge fo great aman, 
without once reflecting on the times in 
which he lived, when Italy fwarmed with 
robbers; when Rome was lefs fecure than 
| a foreft, 


a 


iy ai ewer 
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gz. LET FERS OF GANGANELLTI, 
a foreft, and modeft women were infulted 
in. her ftreets at mid-day? 

The feverity of Sextus Quintus, who. is. 
gaptoperly called Cruel, would in. fuch 
circumftances, be at leaft as pleafing in the 
ficht of God, as the piety of Pius V. 

We have feen that thoufands of men 
have- been affafiinated- under the reign of 
fome Popes, without the murderers being 
brought to punifhment:. then was the 
time when it might have been faid with 
propriety, that the Popes were cruel: but 
when Sextus Quintus put to death nearly 
fifty-robbers. to fave the lives of his fubs 


jects, to re-eftablifh morals in.the midi of 
J 2 


the cities, and fecurity in the heart of -the 
3 

country, ata time when there was neither 

law,nor order, nor reflraint; this was an.act 


of juftice and zeal, ufeful to the public, 


ju 
and therefore agreeable to God. 

I confefs to you,: that I mourn when I 
fee oreat men’s characters become the fable 
of ignorant and prejudiced writers, Even 


pofterity, .which.isfaid to be an impartial 


judge, bas more than’ once. been mifled 


by the refiections cf an artful Hiftorian, 
4. who 
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My pEAR FRIEND, 


a HE advice you afk about your man- 
Ht ner of ftudying, ought to be fuited 
to your difpofition sy talents. If viva- 
city is your prevailing temper, it may be 
moderated by reading works of little ima- 
gination; but, on the contrary, if you find 
your thoughts langu! id, you fhould en- 
liven yourfelf by reading books written 
with fpirit. 
Do not burthen your memory with dates 
nd facts, before you have arranged your 
ideas, and acquired a juftnefs in reafoning. 
You thould accuftom yourfelf to think me- 
thodically, and to difpel as much as poffible 
the chimeras that. may ftart up in your 
brain. 

Lle who thinks only vaguely, is fit for 
nothing, becaufe nothing can be found 
apable of fixing him. | 

The foundation of your ftudies ought 
to be the knowledge of God and yourfelf. 
In 
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from them whatever was beft to improve 
his ftyle, and to_make them ufeful in the 


yaky ae eh eee 
caulie Of renoion, 

AL Waa nine aera 5 a b 

The Hiftorians will next lead yop by 


the events and eee whieh he 


this will give you a conde Seta 
of acknowledging and adoring a Provi- 
dence which direéts all according to its 
defiens. 

You will fee in almoft every page of 


hiftory, how Empires and Kimperors have 
been inftruments of juftice or mercy in the 
hands of God; how he exalted, and how 
he depreffed them; how he created, and 


how he deftroyed them, being himfelf al- 
ways unchangeably the fame. 

You fhould read over again in the 
morning, what you read at night, fo as to 
fix it in your memory; and in order to 
prevent your becoming apedant, after read- 
ing a work of lively imagination, never 
fail to take up fome more folid and phleg- 
matic compofition. 
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| Befides this, the teftimony of miracles 
| es - aN Wa 1 1, AI7TE ra VX ehnae 
BS en i1LcO.s the ougn unbelievers 1V, that 


| every thing which “8 called a miracle is the 
| produce of a led mind, or the fruit of 
fuperftition ; oe God Almighty could be 
his own laws, without 
to f poi the executio! 
h cafe he would be lefs 


chained aa by 
h oe the power 
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sdierfol than the Han petty monarch. 
But what truths will they not den Y wher 
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wrought after their death laft only for a 
time, and do not continue for evey, it Is 
becaufe the Deity difplays himfelf but fel- 
and only to fhew that his power is 
always the fame, and that he can glorify 
its when it feemeth good unto him. 
Our Conclave is in la Onnen ; and accord- 
ine to cuftom, we cannot know till the laft 
moment who is to be the new Pontiff. 
Conijeftures, wagers, and pafquinades fill 


the whole town at prefent;—this is an old 
cuttom, which will nor foon be left o 
As for my part, during the confufion I 


am in Romeas if I was not in Rome, wifh- 


7 


ing only (if it were poffible) that Lamber- 
cell for bufinefs or relaxation. It 1s itis a 
that I enjoy my books and myfelf, arid 

| Pe 2 ae = oo , I Z 
regale on the reflections of my deat Abbe 
Lami, to whom I am an unchangeable, 
tt 
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“MET E have at lat got Cardinal Rez- 


¥v\ zonico, Bifhop of Padua, for the 
Head of the Church; who has taken the 
name of Clement, and will edity the Ro- 
mans by his piety. It was much againft 
his inclination, and after fhedding many 
tears, that he could be prevailed on to ac- 
cept it. Whata charge! for him who would 
fulfil the duties! He muft dedicate him- 
felf to God, to all the roast awe to himfelf; 
he muft be folely ee in thefe great 
obligations, and have only Heaven in view, 
amidft the things of this eerie His dig- 
nity is the more formidable, as he fucceeds 
Benedi&t XIV. and that it will be difficult 
to appear to advantage after him. 
Clement XIII. continues Cardinal Ar- 


chinto Sec 


be no better method of being well with 


retary of State.~ There could 
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crowned ‘Heads, and of making his Pontih- 
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cate illuftrious. He who reigns, mutt 
either choofe an excellent Minifter, or do 
himfelf, Benedi€&t XIII. was the moft | 
unhappy of men, from having placed 
his confidence in Cardinal Cofcia; and Be- 
nedict XIV. the J noft happy, by having 
dinal Valenti-for his Minifter. 

It-is effential for a Sovereign, but more 
particularly the Pope, to be furrounded with 
good people. The underftanding of the 
moft clear-fighted Prince is abufed, when 
he allows himfelf to be dazzled. Then 
copper is gold in his eyes ; and be the con- 


QD 
ba] 
G. 
3 
bel =" 
aA 
as 


fequence what it will, he fupports thof 
men he has once patronifed 


Difcernment is another quality not lefs 
neceflary to Princes. There is no attempt- 
ing to impofe upon a Monarch-who is 
known to be penetrating; while he who 
iuffers himfelf to be led, will moft certainly 
be deceived. ‘There are Sovereigns who 
have done much more hurt by inaétivity and 
weakneis, than by wickednefs,. Mén grow 
weary of doing crying acts of Injuitice ; 
but are never tired of infenfibility and 
blindneis, 


“L 
as he 
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‘The more a Prince is weak, the more 
he is inclined to: be defpotic; becaufe 
authority never deftroying itfelf, is laid 
hold of by the Minifters, and they become 
tyrannical, 

Another quality which I look upon as 
effential. to good government, is to put 
every one in his right place. The moral 
world is governed like a game at Chefs, 
where every thing goes on in order, ac- 
cording to its rank: if we place one 


pawn in the room of another, there js 


nothing but confufion. 


A Sovereign is not only the image of 
God by the eminence of his rank, but he 
ought to be more fo by his underftanding. 
David, although he was but a fhepherd, 
hada fuperior underftandine which di- 
rected him, and sii he difplayed the 
moment he began to reign, 

A Prince who is only good, is no more 
than what every man ought to be; a Prince 
who is only fevere, has not that love for 
his fubjeéts which he ought to have. 
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Alas! how excellently we atoms {peak 
of the duties of royalty! And yet if. we 
were clothed the dignity, we fhould 
not know how to behave ourfelves. There 
is a great difference between {peak- 
ing and reigning. Nothing refifts us when 
our imagination takes wing, or when we 
allow our pen to run; but when we fee 
ourfelves oppreffed with bufinefs, furround- 
ed with dangers, befet with falfe friends, 
loaded with debts, and the moft important 
duties, we lofe our courage, and dare not 
undertake any thing; and by a lazinefs na- 
tural to all men, we truft the cares of go- 
verning to a fubaltern, and are only em- 
ployed in pleafures and commanding. 

One thing is certain, the art of govern-- 
ing is attended with the greateft difficul- 
ties. If a monarch.wears an hereditary 
crown, he knows the grandeur without 
knowing the management of his kingdom, 
and is eafily deceived. If, on the contrary, 
he comes to an eleétive crown, he takes on 


hint a fovereignty to which he has not 
feryed an apprenticefhip, and appears 


equally 


| equally, embarraffed in the midift of. his 
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henours, and in the center of his bufinefs. 

He who is placed upon a throne in the 
decline of life, is fit only to be a reprefenta- 
tive. He dares not undertake any thing; 
he is afraid of every thing, and he is luke- 
warm in every thing, efpecially if he is ig- 
norant who is to be his fucceffor. This is 
the fituation of the Popes, if they are too 
old, and then they cannot attend to the 
affairs of church and ftate. 


But the world will never be without 
abufes; if they are not in one place, they 
are in another, becaufe imperfections are 
the natural inheritance of humanity, Tere 
zs none but the boly City, faid the great Au- 
ouftine, where all will be in ordér, in peace, 
and in charity , for there hall be the kingdom 
of God. 

I fhall go and congratulate the new Pon- 
tif, not asa Monk who wants to fet him- 
felf forward, but in quality of Counfellor 
of the Holy Office. He does not know me, 
and I fhall not put myfelf to the trouble of 
making myfelf known. I love to remain 


BF 2 covered 
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covered with the duft of my Cloifter, and 
I do not think myfelf in the leaft dif- 
honoured. 

Adieu. Preferve to us always the good 
tafte of the Medici, and your memory will 
be long preferved, although you care very 


little about it. 
. Iam, &c. 
Rome, July 5, 1758. 
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My Lorp, 
rE THE moft eminent dignity to which 
I have been raifed by the Sovereign 
Pontiff, has humbled me as much as it 
would have elated others. I thought I 
was to have quitted Rome, by the manner 
with which they announced this very ex- 
traordinary event to me, and I have not 
yet recovered the furprife. 
It is a reward COnferred in my perfon on 
the Order of St. Francis, of which I have 
2 the 


— 
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| the honour to be a member, and J affume 
| nothing of it to myfelf. My name is only 
| dent on the occafion ; for the more I re- 
| fle&, the more I fee, that I had neither 
| onethe fide of birth, nor on the fide of 
| merit, direCtly nor indirectly, any claim to 
| the Cardinalfhip. 
If any thing can confole me in the midft 
| of the trouble with which I am agitated, 
it is to fee myfelf affociated with thofe il- Te 
luftrious perfonages who .compofe the Sa- b 
cred College, and whofe fhoes I am not 
worthy to untie. I imagine to myfelf, 
that in participating in the credit of their i 
virtues, I fhall acquire them; and in con- 
verfing with them, I fhall imitate them: 
we imperceptibly model ourfelves by thofe 
with whom we converfe. I have declared a 
to my dear brethren, that I fhall never be | 
Cardinal to them, but they will always 
find me their brother Laurence Ganganelli ; 
more efpecially as I owe to them what 
Iam, and as the habit of St. Francis 
has procured me the honour of the Purple. 
You know me fufficiently to_be con. 
vinced that I am not dazzled by it. The | | 
foul ae 


a ie 
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and it is by the foul 


alone that we can have any value in the 
fight of God. The Lord, in making us 
after his own image and im his likenets; 
has given us more than all the dignities 
this world can poffibly confer. It is from 
that view alone I can ever look upo: 
myfelf asgreat. The Purple, all-dazzling 
as it is, was not made for my eyes, hap- 
“ily accuftomed to look only towards 
eternitv. That view wonderfully diminifh- 
eth worldly grandeur; neither Eminency 
nor Highnefs can be confidered as any thing 
in the computation of an immortal life, 
where nothing appears great but God alone. 

I look upon dignities only as fo many 
more fyllables in an Epitaph, and from 
whence no vanity. can be extracted, fince 
he who is interred is beneath even the 
nfcriptions which are read upon his tomb. 


Will my afhes have any more feeling by 
being spake vith the titleof Eminency ? 
eternity, when fome 
feeble vaice upon ear ns fhall fay Cardinal 
Ganganeli?, 
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Ganganelli, or fome perifhable pen fhall 


write it? 
Ae 3 
New dignities are always a new burden, 


oy oe tia 8 ay 
ity AVI. ¢t uK iC} 
and more efpecially the Cardinaiate, whica 


impofes a multitude of obligat tions. There 


me 
tiicharoe, aS there 


are as many duties to diicharge, 
are occafions which require our ipeaking, 
without having any refpect to augnt in 


this world. 


i Pr y && > 9: 4c ” We a 
I fhall ai a ance matter 5 iQ as {Oo D2 as 
‘22, 

. i cy Fl abe ee xt al “ u 1 f- - 
little aitected as pomit fe witd tnis itrange 
4 oer 

t < s ro | : 7 4 : 

= rs oY MINOT 1iyo bi 5 , % >| rarmyait 
metamorpnoiio,. 1 fhail, as Uilldi, Tema 


at the Convent of the Holy Apoftles with: 


my dear brotherhood, whom I have al- 
ways tenderly loved, and whofe fociety 1s 
infinitely dear to me. 

‘If I quit my dear Cell, where I was hap- 
pier than all the Kings upon earth, it is be- 
caufe Imuft have more room toreceive rhofe 
who come to do me the favour of vifiting 
me: but I fhall often fay to it, Aday my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if ever 
I forget you! J fhall frequently go and re- 
vifit it, and recollect how many, very 
many days paffed like a dream. 

F 4 Thus 
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ry. 


Mhus-I fhall make no change in my way 


of life, and the dear brother Francis fhall 
ye to mein place of a whole houfehold; 
he is {trong, he is vigilant, he is zealous, 
and he will fupply all wants. My perfon: 
no greater extent, nor has grown an 


oe 


atom lince my appointment to the Car- 
and therefore I do not fee that 
ands are neceflary to ferve me. 
| walked fo well on foot! but what com- 
is, that I fhall ftill continue to 
¥ valk on foot. I fhall allow myfelf to be 
dragged in a carriage only when ceremonial 
requires it, and I fhall become Brother 
Ganganelli again as often as I poffibly can. 
We do not care to quit a way of life-we 
have been accuftomed to, efpecially after 
having lived fifty-four years in it with- 
out any trouble, and in perfect freedom. 
a flatter m nyfelf that you will come and 
fee, not the Cardinal, but Brother Ganga- 


velli, The frft will never be at home to 


Ww 
ram 
* 

a) 


you; but the fecond fhall always be found 
to repeat to you, that whatever ftation I 
amin, I fhall always be your friend and 
fervant. 


i 4 eee a how revo 
Rome, 1 October, 1759, 


LET: 
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LETTER CVIIL 
TO A CONVENTUAL MONK, 


My otp Frienp AND BROTHER, 


Have not yet received the packet youfent 

me; but I can be patient, though I 
am naturally very impatient. Our life 1s no- 
thing but a fucceffion of contradictions and 
croffings, which we muft be able to bear, 
if we would neither difturb our reft,. nor 
hurt our health. 

P. Georgi, always an honour to the Au- 
guftines, always beloved by thofe who 
know him, has not feen. the perfon you. 
fpoke of to mes fhe paffed this place too 
quickly for him to obtain that fatisfaction. 
She faw M. Tiffot, Procureur General of 
the Congregation of the Priefts of the 


he has great perfonal merit, and becauie 


he is a member of a body. who. preach to 
the poor with the greateft fuccefs; and 


laftly, becaufe he is a Frenchman. 


Fs 


feat 
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ell you, that I have had a very. 
ilar combat with myfelf fince.my pro- 
al Ganganelli reproaches 
Brother Ganganelli for his too great plain- 
nefs,; and notwithftanding all the refpect 
which is due to the Purple, the Brother 
has carried it again{t the Cardinal. I love 
to live as I always have lived---poor,. re- 
tired, and much more with my Brethren 
than with the Great, It is a matter of. 
ee for I am very far from afcribing this 
mode of thinking to virtue, 


viscertain: Inevercan puton that 
cold dit nt manner, as you would.callit, with 
which perfons in office commonly receive 
people of low extraction who have buft- 
nefs with them. It is enough for me, if” 
they accoft me, or fpeak to me, to become 
the equalof my vifitor. Is it poffible that 
one man fhould affect haughtinefs towards 
another man, and that a Chriftian fhould 
ftudy his expreffions, his geftures, his 


proceedings, his letters, from the dread of 
ry © 

appearing too modeft with his brethren? 
Is it pofible that any one can refufe an 


2 anfwer 


CLEMENT XIV. 107 


'anfwer to a man becaufe he has no titles 


|] 


to produce? If the loweft of wretches 
does me the favour to write to me, I an- 


-fwer him inftantly ; and I fhould think my- 
felf mott guilty both in the fight of God 


and man, if I were to omit that duty. 


“There is no foul defpicable in the eyes of 


religion and humanity. There is nothing 
fo pitiful in my eyes, as a-great man go~ 
verned by pride. 

T enlarge upon this article to let you 
know, that the perfon for whom you are 
interefted may come whenever he pleates,, 
and I fhall be entirely his. He will be as 
well received by Cardinal -Corfini, whofe 
politenefs correfponds with his noble ex- 
traction. If there is a faulc in being too 
affable, it is the fault of the Cardinals, 
It is rare that you find any haughtinels 
among them; —happily there is not a 
{ftranger but does us the juftice to de- 
clare it. 

You will very much oblige me, by tell- 
ing Signor Anfonio, when you fee him, 

F 6 thae: 
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that Cardinal Dataire will not forget his 
bufinefs. 

Lake care of your little fhare of health, 
by watching lefs, walking oftener, and 
drinking lefs coffee. It is the drink of the 
fiudious; but it inflames the blood, and 
then head-achs, ‘fore throats, and pains in 
the -breaft, are felt with more violence, 
Neverthelefs, I am no enemy to coffee; 
nor think of it like M. Thierry, Phyfician 
to the Pretender, who lives here, and is 
Of opinion that this liquor is truly a 
poifon, 

Your grand nephew came to fee me on 
Thurfday: his fpirits are as lively as his 
eyes. He tore one of my books in playing 
vith it; it is to be hoped, that he will 
Jearn to have more refpect for them. He 
told me with great franknefs, that he would 
be a Cardinal. I love very much to fee 
the fouls of children begin to unfold them- 
felves: it is a bloffom which begins to 
open, and gives the moft pleafing hopes. He 
wanted to fay his Breviary with me. Alas! 
his innocence would have been more agree- 


able 


able in the fight of God than all my prayers. 
I fent him home by my Chamberlain, but 
abfolutely could not fend him away till ] 
had given him a chaplet :—he told me he 
would come again to-morrow to have 
another. Such things are very agreeable in 
a child only five years old. I with to God 
he may one day refemble his father! Adieu, 


I embrace you in all the fullnefs of my 
heart. 


RoME, 8th of the Year, 1760 
SU RSRSIRST arse 
LORD. TuBoR scope 


OWASP RIOT E ST A NYT MINISTER, 


| es much obliged to you, my dear 

Sir, for the intereft you take in my 
health. I thank Heaven it is very good, 
and it would appear to me {till better, if 
_ Lcould employ it in fomething more agree- 
able to you. The pleafure of obliging 
fhould be of all Communions, | 

I wifh with all my foul that I could con- 
vince you, that I have all mankind in my 
heart, that they are all dear to me, and 


that 


CLEMENT Xv. 109 


vio LETTERS OF GANGANELTLI, 


that I refpect merit wherever it is to be 
found. If your nephew comes to Rome, 
as you have taught me to expect, he will 
Gnd me mott zealous to teftify to him the 
affectionate regard I have for you. 


9 

My dear Sir, the Church of Rome is fo 
perfectly convinced of the merit of. the 
preateft part of the Minifters of the Pro- 
teftant Communions, that fhe would con- 
eratulate herfelf for ever, if fhe could.fee 
them return to her bofom. There would 
be no occafion to rip up old quarrels of. 
times paft, to renew thofe ftorms and: 
tempefts, when each party, tranfported by 
paffion, forfook the paths of chriftian 
moderation: but the queftion would be, 
how fhall we be reunited in the fame be- 
lief, founded upon feripture and tradi- 
tion, fuch as is handed-down to us by the 
Apoftles, the Councils, and the Fathers ? 
No body Jaments more than I do, the in- 
juries that were done you in the laft age: 


« 


the fpirit of perfecution is hateful in my 


What. 


eeu 
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What a multitude of people would not 
4 happy re-union gain! If this could be 
effected, I would be content to die; for I 


would facrifice a thoufand lives to be onc 


witnefs of fo happy an event. That mo- 
ment will come, my dear Sir, becaufe a 
time mutt neceffarily come, when there 
will be but one and the fame faith. Even 
the Jews will enter into the bofom of the 
Church ; and it is in-that firm. perfuafion, 
founded upon the holy Scriptures, that 
they are allowed the full exercife of their 


religion in the heart of Rome. 


God knows, my whole foul is with you, 
and there is nothing in the world I would 
not undertake to prove to you, and to all 
of you, how dear you are to me. We have 
the fame God for. a Father, we. believe in 
che fame-Mediator, we acknowledge the 
fame dottrines of the Trinity, the Incar- 
nation and the Redemption, and we would 
both the one and the other of us defire to 
go to heaven, Ic is an eftablifhed doctrine, 
that there are not two ways to heaven: 
that there fhould be a center of unity upon 
earth, as well as a Chief to reprefent Jefus 
The Church would be truly de- 
formed, 
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formed, unworthy of our homage and 
fidelity, if it were only a body without a 
head. 

The work of the Meffiah is not like the 
work of men. What he hath eftablifhed,, 
ought to laft forever. He has not ceafed 
one inftant to fupport his Church, and you. 
are too enlightened, my dear Sir, to look 
upon the Albigenfes as pillars of the truth. 
to which you ought to cleave. Do me 
the favour to tell all your brethren, all 
your flock, and all your friends, that Car- 
dinal Ganganelli has nothing fo much at 
heart as their happinefs, both in this world. 
and the next, and that he wifhes to know. 
them all, that he may affure them of it.. 
i can add nothing, &c. 


Rome, 30th of the Year 1769. 


LETTER 


C .LJB.M-EsN-'T -X1V. 


L Ev Tt TiEeR Go 


BIOMC OM NVIS2F oe 


1 Mutt acquaint you, my dear friend, in 
| ; the folitude where you have been for 
\fome weeks, that that Brother Ganganelli oq 
) who always tenderly loved you, is become a if 
) Cardinal, and that he himfelf does not i 
) know how, nor wherefore. ni 
| There are events in the courle of human 
H life which we cannot account for; they 


hare brought about by circumftances, and 
} ordained by Providence, which 1s the 
origin of all. 


However it be, whether in purple or id 
/notin purple, I fhall not be lefs yours I 4 
than I ever was, but always happy to fee 
and oblige you. 

Sometimes I feel my pulfe, to know if 
Iam really myfelf, being truly aftonithed 
that the lot which has elevated me to one oe 
of the higheft dignities, did not rather fall 

upon fome other of my brethren, among vl 
whom | 


—_s- 


$< 
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whom there are a number whom it would 
have perfectly fuited. 

All the world fays, in fpeaking of the 
new Cardinal Ganganelli, It is ‘incredible 
that he fhould arrive at fuch a rank, with- 
out cabal or without intrigue; neverthe- 
lefs, it is very true. 

O my books! O my cell! I know what 
IT have left, but I know not what I fhall 


+ Ml a coed te ay (fu L { r 
find. Alas! many troublefome people will 


= 0 | yet s shat LEA ae 
come and ‘make me lofe my time; many 
milo 4 He W741 7 7 2 = | Yor > > =) 
felfith fouls will pay me diffem bled ho- 


For you, my dear Friend, perfevere in 
virtue: being truly virtuous is being fupe- 
rior to all He nies perfeverance is on- 
ly promifed to thofe who diftruft them- 
felves, and avoid temptations; whoever 1S 
prefumptuous ought to expect a relapfe. 


When I think how the public papers 


will deign to employ themfelves about 
me, and fend my name beyond the Alps, 


to acquaint different nations when I had 
head-ach, or when I was blooded, I 
fhall. 


CLEMENT XIV. rig 


fhall {mile with contempt. Dignities are 
{nares which have been made fplendid, that 
people might be catched by them. Few 
people .know the troubles which attend 
grandeur; we are nolonger our own matters, 
and let us act how we will, we are fure of 
having enemies. 

I think like St. Gregory of Nazianzen, 
who, when the people ranged themfelves 
on each fide to fee him pafs, thought they 
imagined him to be fome uncommon anl~ 
mal. Lown, I cannot accuftom myfelf to 
this ufage; and if this be what is called 
grandeur, I will moft willingly bid it adieu. 
I look upon all mankind as my brethren, 
and am delighted when the poor of 
wretched approach and {peak to me. 

People will fay that my manners are 
plebeian ; but Ido not dread that reproach, 
for I am only afraid of pride. It is fo in- 
finuating, that it will do all it can to pene- 
trate and lay hold of me; but I thall con- 
template the nothingnefs that is in me and 
around me, and this fhall defend me 


againft vanity or felf-fufficiency. 


Do. 
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Do not think of making compliments 
when you come to fee me; they are a 
fort of merchandife I do not love, efpecially 
from a friend. But-here are fome vifitors, 
that is to fay, every thing which thwarts 
me, and has rendered me infupportable 
to mylelf, for feveral days. Grandeur 
has its clouds, its lightnings, and_ its 
whirlwinds, like the tempefts ; I with for 
the moment of calm ferenity. I am with. 
out referve, and beyond all expreffion, as 
before, your affeGionate friend and fer= 


vant, &c, 


Romer, 3d Odober, T78Qe 


SL TT 
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TO CARDINAL CAVALCHINI 


Most Eminent, 


hy ins recommendations 


are. canis 


mands to me; and I fhall not 
fleep in peace, ’till I have done what you 
defire. Your Eminency cannot furnith 
me with too many opportunities of teflify« 


ing 
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ing the extent of my efteem and attach- 
ment, In becoming your Brother *, I be- 
come flill more than ever your fervant. 

It would be proper that we had a parti- 
cular conference upon what regards the 
affairs of the Church, as you are infinitely 
zealous for the good of Religion, which is 
the only object that ought to engage my 
attention. We are not Cardinals to impofe 
upon the world by haughtinefs, but to 
be the pillars of the Holy See. Our 
rank, our habits, our functions, all remind 
us, that, even to the effufion of our blood, 
we ought to employ all our power for the 
affiftance of religion, according to the will 
of God and the exigencies of the Church. 

When I fee Cardinal de Tournon flying 
to the extremities of the world, to caufe 
the truth to be preached there in its purity ; 
I find myfelf inflamed with the noble ex- 
ample, and am difpofed to undertake every 
thing in the fame caufe. 

The Sacred College had always men 
eminent for their knowledge and zeal, and 
we fhould ufe every effort to renew the 


* By his rank of Cardinal. 
example, 
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example. Human policy ought not to re- 
sulate our proceedings, but the fpirit of 
God ; that fpirit without which all our 
aétions are barren, but with which we may 
do all kind of good. 


I know your piety, I know your under- 
ftanding,; and I am convinced, that in 
proper time and place, you can and will 
fpeak your mind without any dread. 

Some people are endeavouring to make 
the Holy Father enter into engagements 
which he may repent of; for, fince the 
death of Cardinal Archinto, there are no 
longer the fame kind of men about him; 
and the confequences may be unhappy. 
The Holy See is not refpected as it 
was formerly, and prudence requires that 
we fhould pay proper attention to times 
and circumftances. Jefus Chrift, in re- 
commending to his Apoftles to de fimple as 
doves, adds, and wife as ferpents. An in- 
confiderate ftep on the part of Rome, in 
fuch critical times as thefe, may have very 
bad effects. Benedict XIV. himfelf, though 
he was very capable of conciliating people’s 
minds, 
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minds, would have been embarrafled upon 
this occafion; but he would have been very 
cautious of infringing the rights of Princes. 

What we have to treat about ts delicate. 
There is no occafion to run counter to the 
Holy Father or his Council; neverthe- 
lefs we muft take meafures to prevent his 
being mifled by thofe about him. As his 
intentions are pure, he does not fufpee& 
that he can be impofed on. He ought at 
leaft to balance the advantages and the dif- 
advantages of what they attempt to make 
him undertake. We always fucceed badly, 
f we do not calculate before-hand. 

The Council affect to give no explana- 
tions but to certain Cardinals, and to leave 
the reft uninformed. The King of Por- 
tugal will never defift from his manner of 
thinking, and I can fee that the other Ca- 
tholic powers will fupport and confirm him 
in his opinions. 

Monarchs no longer live detached from 
one another, as they did formerly; they 
are all friends, and act with fuch regard to 
each other’s interefts, that if you have 
the misfortune to offend any one of them, 
you 


—— — 
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you will offend the whole; and inftead of 
having one enemy, you will have all Eu- 
rope to contend with. 


Shall the Holy Father, by an indifcreet 
zeal, ftruggle againft all the powers? 
Shall he fulminate againft the eldeft Son of 
the Church, and againft his Moft Faithful 
Majefty ? He fhould confider that thefe are 
not Pagan Emperors, whom he would op- 
pofe, but Catholic Princes like himfelf, 

England fhould have correéted for ever 
all indifcreet zeal in the Popes. What 
would Clement VII. fay, were he to re- 
turn upon earth? Would he applaud 
his work, if he was to fee that kingdom, 
which was formerly the nurfery of Saints, 
become the affemblage of all Seétaries, and 
every kind of error? We fhould learn to 
facrifice a part, for the prefervation of the 
whole. 


The Holy See can never be more bril- 
liant, never more fecure, never more in 
peace, than when it has the Catholic So- 
vereigns for its defenders and fupport. 
It is a harmony abfolutely neceffary for 
the 
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. 121 
the glory-and geod of religion, ‘The faith- 
ful would be~expofd to every wind 
of Uoétrine, if unfortunately the Princes 
wanted that‘deference for the Court of Rome 
which’ they oug ht to | ave 5 and the Sove 


ie Se 


reion Pontiff would fee his flock infenfibly 


an 


aena8, and chufe bad pafture inftead of 


what he offers them. 

The good fhepherd fhould not only call 
back the fheep that have gone aitr ay, but 
labour to the utmoft to prevent any more 
from wandering. Infidelity, who fatal 
blaft is fpread over all, does not with for 
any thing more than to fee Rome at va- 
riance with the Kines: but Religion ab- 
hors thefe divifions. We thould not 
give room for the enemies of the Church 
to repeat what they have too often faid, 
that the Court of Rome is intractable, and 
has a domineering fpirit, which is dan- 
gerous to the other States, 

The truth is, that every Sovereign IS 
matter at home, and that no foreign power 
has aright to command him. We thought 
differently in times of trouble and horror, 


Vou. II, G 


which 
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which it would be dangerous to revive. 
Charity, peace, and moderation, are the 
proper arms of Chriftians, and efpecially 
thofe of Rome, which ought to fet an ex- 
ample of patience and humility to all the 
other powers of the earth. 

We fhould recollect, that when Peter 
cut of the ear of Malchus, who was an 
enemy to Chrift, he was reproved by our 
Saviour, and commanded him to put 
up his fword in the fcabbard. 

How t.uch more unjuftifiable muft it 
then appear, if fuch a fword was to be 
employed againt{t thofe who have always 
defended, and made it their glory to be 
the fupporters of the Holy See ! 

There is nothing more dangerous than 
an indifcreet zeal, which breaks the bruifed 
reed, which extinguifheth the yet fmoking 
lamp, and which would bring down fire 


from Heaven. 

I know that a Pope is obliged to pre- 
ferve the immunities of the Holy See; but 
there is no neceffity for gett ng embroiled 
with all the Catholic Princes, on account 
eignorial rights.— This would be 

to 


of fome 


to ftir up the fire of infidelity, and to give 
pretences for inveighing more than ever 
again{t the Church of Rome. 

They fee badly who fee things but in 
part; the whole fhould be examined at 
once, and the confequence of the prefent 
proceedings weighed, to judge of the fu- 
ture. One park, {aid St. James, will kindle 
a whole foreft. 


Narrow minds imagine, that we wifh 


the deftruction of certain Monks, becaufe 
we will not fupport them in oppofition to 
the Kings, with whom they are at variance. 
But befides that more tempefts would ftill 
follow by refifting thofe Powers, we ought 
not to give a preference to thefe Monks, 
which would embroil the Court of Rome 


with all the Catholic Princes. 
I could not poffibly fleep, if I was to 


with harm to any one. I fincerely love all 
the religious Orders ; J with from my foul, 
that the whole could be preferved; but £ 
reflect upon what is moft proper, when i¢ 
, is become neceffary to decide. I do not 
even propofe that the Holy Father thould 
diffolve any of them, but that he fhould at 

G 2 leaft 
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jeaft write to thefe Crowned Heads, and 
let them know that he will examine. the, 
complaints againft that Order, and then im; 
mediately begin to make the inquiry. 

Suppofe Rome expofed: to all thefe po- 
tent enemies— how can fhe fupport herfelf 
in the midft of tempefts? We are not 
yet in Heavens and if God preferves his 
Church to the end of ages,.it is bynes 
fpiring thofe who govern it with a pru- 
dence fuited to’ times and places; as well 
as with a love of peace. 

“Jt is not to be expected that God will 

work a miracle to defend “an indifcreet 
zeal. He leaves “fecond caufes to’ act; 
and ‘when an improper choice is made, 
things cannot poffibly go well. 

None. but the vifionary will refufe to 
bend to the exigency of things, when the 
difpute is neither about he nor morals. 
In Por aps affairs we ought always to 
confider how they will terminate, if we 
would avoid the greateft calamities. 

As 1 know your zeaJ, my | ord, as well 
as your und lerftanding, I prefume that 


y.ou wi) fall upon {ome met! hod capable of 
faving, 
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faving, not the Holy See, which cannot 
perifh, but the Court of Rome, which is 
expofed to the greateft dangers. 

Thefe are my reflections: — I perfuade 
myfelf that you will find them quite. «1 
dare affure you [have weighed them be- 
fore the Tribunal of God, who trieth the 
reins and hearts of men, and who knows 
that I have neither antipathy nor animofity 
in my heart againft any man. 

1 have-the honour to be, with all the 
fentiments due to your great underftandin 
and uncommon virtues, 

Your moft humble, &c. 


ConveENT of the Hoty APOSTLES, 
16th of the Month. 


LETTER 
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LE Ti Bete eel, 
TO CARDEN AES 7 


Most EMINENT, 


Had not time to fpeak to you, yefter- 

day, with freedom, upon the great bu- 
finefs which at prefent agitates Europe, 
and from which Rome will receive a fatal 
blow, if fhe does not aét with that mode- 
ration which Sovereigns require. The 
Popes are Pilots who are always fteering 
upon tempeftuous feas, and confequently 
are obliged to go fometimes with full fails, 
and fometimes to furl them, according to 
circumftances., 

Now certainly is the time to employ 
that wifdom of the Serpent recommended 
by Chrift to his Apoftles. At a time 
when Infidelity has broken loofe againft 
every relipious,Order, it is certainly la- 
mentable to fee the Minifters of the Gofpel 
forfaken, who were deftined for Colleges, 
Semi- 
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Seminaries, and Miffions, and who had 
diftinguifhed themfelves fo much by their 
writings upon the truths of our religion ; 
but it remains to be confidered, whether 
in the fight of God it may be better to en- 
gage in a ftrife againft the Powers of the 
earth, or to relinquith the fupport of any 
particular Order of the Church. 

For my part, I think, on a view of the 

orm which feems to threaten us on all 
fides, and may be perceived already hang- 
ing over our heads, that it would be more 
prudent to take the neceflary fteps of our- 
felves, and to facrifice any one of our 
deareft connections, rather than to incur 
the wrath of Kings, which cannot be too 
much dreaded. , 

Let our Holy Father and his Secretary 
of State regard the Jefuits as much as they 
will;—I fubfcribe with all my heart to 
their attachment towards them, having 
never had the leaft animofity, nor the leaft 
antipathy againft any one of the religious 
Orders: but I fhall always fay, notwith- 
ftanding the veneration which I have for 
G4 Saint 
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Saint Tenatius, and’ my efteem. for, .thofe 
of his.Order, that it is extremely dan- 
gérous, and even rafh, to {upport the Jefuits, 
as things are circumftanced at prefent. . 
It would undoubtedly be right, that 
Rome fhould folicit in their favour, in 
quality of Mother and Proteétrefs of all 
the religious Orders of the Church, and 
employ every means to preferve the So- 
ciety; provided always that they fubmit to 
a reform, according to the Decree’ of 
Benedict XIV. and to the defire ’ of “all 
thofe who fincerely wifh well to relicidt: 
but my advice is, that when all thefé 
means have been tried, the affair fhould 
be left in the hands of God and of:the 
ings. ee 
Rome mutt always ftand in need of the 
protection and affiftance of the Catholic 
Powers. They are fortrefies which fhelter 
her from incurfions and hoftilities in fuch 
amanner, that fhe never has more glory, 
nor more authority, than when fhe feems 
to yield to thefe Sovereigns. Then Jit.is 
that they fupport her with luftre, and 
make it their duty to publifh every where, 
and 


CE EM rh: NYP XTvV. 129 


and to prove by acts of deference and fub- 
miffion, that they are the tractable fons of 
the common Father of the faithful, and 
that they refpect him as the firft man in 
the world, in the eyes of the faith. 

The more I call to mind thofe unfortu- 
nate times when the Popes wandering with- 
out help, without afylum, had Emperors 
and Kings -for their enemies, the more I 
feel the neceflity of being at peace with all 
thé Monarchs of the earth. The Church 
knows but two. Orders indifpenfably_ne- 
ceffary, and founded by Chrift himfelf, to 
perpetuate his doctrine, and to propagate 
Chriftianity,, I. mean the Bifhops and 
Priefts. 

The firft ages of the Chriftian world, 
which we call the beft ages of the Church, 
had neither Monks nor Friars; which evi« 
dently proves.to us, that if Religicn had 
no need of any but of her ordinary Miniz 
fléts to preferve her, the.Regulars, her 
auxiliary troops, however ufeful:-they may 
be, are not abfolutely neceflary. ° 
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If the Jefuits have the true fpirit of 
their profeffion, as I prefume they have, 
they will be the firft to fay, *“* We will ra- 
‘¢ ther facrifice ourfelves, than excite trap- 
** bles and tempefts.” 


As a religious Society ought not to de- 
pend upon perifhable riches, nor temporal 
honours, but upon a determined love to- 
wards Jefus Chrift and his fpoufe, it ought 
to retire with the fame alacrity it was 
called, if his Vicar, the Minifter and In- 
terpreter of his will upon earth, fhould no 
Jonger demand its fervices. The religi- 
ous Orders are not refpectable, indeed ought 
not to be kept up, but fo long as they pre- 
ferve the true fpirit of the Church; and 
as that is always the fame, independant of 
ali the regular inftitutions, every Order 
ought to confole itf&lf if it happens 
to be fupprefied.---But frequently vanity 
perfuades us that we are neceffary, even 
at thofe times when authority judges 
otherwile, 

If there was lefs enthufiafm, and more 
found principles, every one would agree 
in thefe truths; and fo far from rafhly 


fup port 
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fupporting a corps which Kings complain 
of, they would induce that fame corps to 
retire of itfelf, without murmur or noife; 
but unfortunately they form an illufion 
to themfelves, and imagine that a fingle 
inftitution cannot be touched, without at- 
tacking the very effence of religion it- 
felf. 

It in giving up a religious Order, a dog- 
ma was to be altered, a point in morals to 
be corrupted ; it were then, without doubt, 
better to perifh, But the Church will 
teach the fame truths after the Jefuits are 
fupprefied, which fhe taught before they 
were eftablifhed ;—the Church will fill feb- 
fift; and Chrift will rather raife children 
to Abraham, even from the ftones, to 
fuftain his work, than leave his myftical 
body without fuccour or fupport. 

he Head of the Church is like the 
maiter of a magnificent Garden, who lops 
thofe branches at his difcretion, which, b by 
extending too far, may happen to obftruct 
the view. 

Do you, my Lord, who have both zeal 
and knowledge, confer upon thefe fubjects 
G 6 with 
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with the Holy Father. It will be ‘much 
more proper for you than for me, who con- 
fider myfelf in every refpeét as the leaft 
important member of the Sacred College. 
Shew his Holinefs what an abyfs he is dig- 
ging for himfelf, when he obftinately refifts 
thefe Potentates. The reétitude of his 
heart will make him hearken to you; for 
we may affirm that he has taken the refo- 
lution of ‘refifting thefe Powers only be: 
caufe he thinks it to be right. I expect 
this hberal condu& from your love of the 
Church, and am, Your Eminency’s, &c. 


CONVENT of the Hoty APosTLEs, 
gth November, 1768. bi * 


a 
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TO. A DL AGY. 1B ROPE AMSE ae 


My DEAR Brorner, 
i 7 Herefore do you hefitate in addrefs- 
"ing yourfelf to me? Am J ano- 
ther man than what I was, becaufe I have 
the honour of being a Cardinal? My heart 
and: nty arms fha i always be open to re- 
ceive 
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ceive my dear brethren. -I owe them too 
much ever to forget them; for I owe them 
every thing. 

~The confeffion which you make of your 
fault, ~perfuades me that you truly repent 
of it. However little a man may deviate 
from the ftraight path in cloifters, he in- 
fenfibly gives into excefs. You have not 
‘finned through ignorance, and therefore 
you are-thexmore to blame; and what is 
{till worfe, your.fault has blazed abroad. 


Humble yourfelf before men, ‘and thew 
your contrition before the throne of grace, 
that you may obtain forgivenefs. I thall 
write to your Superior to receive you 
again with mildnefs, 

My dear: brother,* you have imagined 
that in quitting your retreat, you would 
find infinite fatisfactions in the world at 
large. Alas! this world is but a deceiver, 
It promifes what it never performs. View- 
ed at a diftance, it appears to be a parterre 
of flowers; when nearer feen, it proves a 
brake of thorns. 

“I pray the Lord that he may touch you 
feelingly, for very good impulfe comes 
* from 
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from him. You muft refume your exer- 
cifes with the moft lively fervour, and 
oblige thofe to admire your reformation, 
who might otherways reproach you with 
having gone aftray. You may be fully 
affured, that you will always be dear to me, 
and that I fincerely bewail with you the 
error you have committed. I am your 
affectionate, &c. 

Tue Carp. GANGANELLI. 


ConvENT OF THE HOLY APOSTLES, 
18th November, 1760. 


LE FF Dake wee 


TO -R. PP. GUARDDPAN OF. ***?, 


q' you have any attachment to me, my 
Reverend Father, I pray you to re- 
ceive with cordiality Brother ***, who 
has jcandaloufly ftrayed from his duty; 
but he returns, he weeps, and he pro- 
mifes; and, what is full more affecting, 
Jefus Chrift our model hath taught us 
how we ought to forgive. I pray you to 

look 
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look upon him who was crucified for 
the falvation of them that crucified him ; 
and I cannot doubt of obtaining what 
I defire. 


Human nature is fo depraved, that I am 
much lefs aftonifhed than alarmed at the 
exceffes to which men daily give themfelves 
up. There needs but one emotion of pride, 
or a felfifh regard towards ourfelves, to 
make us loft to grace; and from thenceforth 
we become capable of every crime. 

The more the Lord has preferved us 
from excefles which require repentance, 
the more compaffionate we ought to be to 
thofe who furrender themfelves up to them ; 
for our exemption is the pure effect of his 
mercy, and for which we fhould afcribe no 
merit to ourfelves. 

Your flock will blefs their Paftor, when 
they fee with what tendernefs he again 
receives the ftray fheep. 

Ido not write to you to difpenfe with 
the penance prefcribed by the confti- 
tutions, but to lighten it as much as is 
poffible, by abfaining from bitter reproaches, 
more 
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more capable of irritating than affecting 
him. | 

May your reproof be friendly ; may your 
correction be paternal; may your recep- 
tion inftead of being auftere have nothing 
but what is gracious, fo as not to terrify 
the guilty ! | 

Remember that it-is:always Charity that 
ought to act; that it is fhe who ought to 
punish, and fhe who fhould pardon. 

I embrace you moft fincerely, as my o!d 
brothers and I hope to learn even by him 
whom I recommend to you, that he has 
found in you ratKer a father than a mafter. 
No body loves or honours you more 
than ba 6 
Tue Carp. GANGANELLI, 


CONVENT OF THE HoLy APOSTLES, 
rx3th December, 1764. 
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TO R. P. COLLOZ, PRIOR OF GRAFFEN- 
THAL, AND SUPERIOR-GENERAL OF THE 
ORDER OF GUILLELMITES. 

My REVEREND FATHER, i 
OUR letter exprefies how “muth 
fatisfaction you feel on my promo. 
tion to the Cardinalfhip, and of the choice 
the Holy Father has made of me, among 
all the m embers of the Sacred College, , to 
truft with the protection of your * Order. 

I'did not. doubt but your fentiments,, in 

effect, _ were fuch ; neverthelefs it. is. 4 

matter of true faceerCuon to me, to fee. the 

chearfulnefs which is .impreffed on -your 
hearts, and to, find. fuch certain marks of 
the confidence with which you honour me. 

Your Order has certainly been deprived of 

a great and powerful fupport in lofing Car- 

dinal Guadagni. May the hopes you have 


conceived of me, reftore peace and tran- 


quillity to your fouls! At leaft, I thall 


* Every religious Order has a Cardinal Proteétor. 
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employ every effort, my Reverend Father, 
that you and all yours may find in me 
a tender friend, a vigilant protector, and 
a zealous defender of your privileges. 


It is with pleafure that I frequently hear 
the Procureur General of the Capuchins 
praifing your Reverence, and thofe of 
your Order. 


Nothing remains to be defired, my Reve- 
rend Father, but that you will excufe me 
for fo long delaying to anfwer you, which 
was occafioned by my having been op- 
prefied with a multitude of affairs, that 
have fcarce left me time to breathe, ona 
change fo new, and fo little expected on 
my part. I likewife beg you will put me 
to the proof, and fee if I can be of any 
fervice to you.. I have had fome conver- 
fation with our Holy Father about you :--- 
I fhall fpeak to him on whatever concerns 
your affairs, every time you chufe to 
employ me. I_beg to recommend myfelf 
in the ftrongeft manner to the prayers of 
your Order. I hope to anfwer your 
Reverence’s expectations in fuch a manner, 
as 
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as to convince all of you that you have in 
me a moft truly affectionate Protector. 


I am with all my heart, 
My Rev. Father, &c. 


Rome, Convent of the Hoty AprosTLes, 
20 May, 3769. 


Lior PB. Roi CANT, 
TO THE ABBE F*s-*, 


T is eafy to obferve, both in your writ- ie 

ings and converfation, my dear Abbé, ie 
that you do not read the Fathers of the a 
Church fo much as you ought to do. Do 
you know that they are the foul of Chriftian 
eloquence, and that like thofe fertile trees 
which ornament gardens while they enrich 4 
them, they produce abundance ‘both of i 
flowers and of fruits ? 

The Church is proud of producing their 
works as fo many monuments of victories 
which fhe has gained over her enemies, 
and every enlightened Chriftian ought to Bt 
_ be delighted with reading them. The moré ot 
E aba are examined, they will be found the 4 
more 
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more confpicuoufly bright ;---every Father 
of the Church has a characteriftieal diftine- 
tion. The genius'of Tertullian may be 
compared: te ifon, which breaks the harde 
eft bodies, and‘will notibend; St. Atha- 
nafius to the diamond, wHich‘can neither 
be deprived of. its.luftre nor folidity.; St. 
Cyprian to fteel, which cuts to the 
quick; St. Chryfoftome to edld, whofe 
value is equal to, its: beauty; St. Leo to 
thofe enfigns of dignity which are at once 
graceful and majettic’ St.° Jerome’ to brafs, 
which neither dreads’ fwords nor attfows 3 
St. Ambrofe to ‘filver}’ which ‘is folid and 
fhining; St. Gregory*to a mirror,'in which 
every one fees himéelf;. St. Auguftine to 
himfelf, as fingular in his kind; though ~ 
uniyerfal,. - 7 

As to St. Bernard, the laft of the Fa- 
thers in the order of Chronology, I com- 
pare him to thofe flowers of the velvet 
kind, which fhed an exquifite perfume. 

If the French reckon Hofuet, Bifhop of 
Meaux, among the F thers, It 1s.a pre- 
mature judgment cannot be fub- 


mitted to, watil the umiverfai Church has 
pronounced 
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pronounced it, as fhe has the fole right of 
afligning the rank which is due to Writers. 
Even St. Thomas Aquinas has not obtained 
the title of a Father of the Church; and it 
is not to :be prefumied, that the. Doctors 
who} have ° fucceeded -him, fhould ‘en-. 
joy, that prerogative: but. every, nation 
has an enthufiafm for its Authors; .yet.it 
mutt be allowed, that the Bifhop, of Mequx 
was a.burning and fhining lamp, whofe 
light can never be obfcured. 

Iconfefs to, you, my dear Abbé, ve I 
know any thing, 1 owe it to the reading 
the. Fathers, efpecially the works of St 
Auguftine, Nothing efcapes his fagagity ; 
nothing is beyond his depth, nothing abovg 
his fublimity; he. contracts,. he extends 
himfelf, he walks in.a path of his own, vary, 
ing his ftyle and manner according to the 
fubjects which he treats of, and always with 
the fame advantage, always: elevating the 
foul, even into the bofom of God; a fanctuary 
of which he feems to hold the key, and 
where he feems imperceptibly to introduce 
thofe whom he nourifheth with his fublime 
ideas. 1 particularly admire him upon the 

. fubject 

4 
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fubject of Grace. Ah! I with to Heaven, 
that his doctrine upon that point had been 
eftablifhed in all the Schools, and all 
minds! Prefumptuous writers would not 
then have endeavoured to found an impene- 
trable abyfs, and the grace of Jefus Chrift 
would have preferved all its rights, and 
man his liberty. 

What afflicts me is, that the Fathers of 
the Church are fcarcely reads and they who 
have occafion to confult them, truft to ex- 
tracts, which are often unfaithful, and al- 
ways too much abridged. A Prieft or a 
Bifhop made it his duty formerly to read 
the Fathers of the Church, as much as to 
fay his breviary; but now-a-days they 
are only known* by name, except it be in 
the Cloifters, where that excellent cuftom 
is not quite left off: whence it comes, 
that in many countries they have meagre 
theologians, without life or foul; ftudents 
who can only fyllogife; and inftructions 
which contain nothing bur words without 
meaning. 

Neverthelefs, ] ought to fay to the praife 
of the Sacred College, without meaning to 
compliment 
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compliment it, that they have always had 
members who have perfevered in the ftudy 
of the Fathers; and fome may be named 
who actualiy prefer that kind of reading 
to all other employment.---Our Schools 
Jikewife feel that influence, where they 
teach only the doétrine of St. Auguftine 
and St. Thomas; ---a certain means of 
avoiling whatever breathes novelty. 

Let me conjure you, then, to lay it down 
as a.rule, to read the Fathers every day ; 
It requires but a beginning; for when once 
you enter upon them, you will not care to 
leave them: --they are always with God, 
and they will place you on the fame feat 
with themfelves, if you nourith yourfelf 
, daily with their writings.---It is reading 
the Holy Scripture to read them, for they 
explain it in a mafterly manner, and quote 
it on all occafions, 


It were to deprive me of three-fourths 
of my exiftence, if the confolation of en- 
tertaining myfelf with the Holy Fathers was 
taken from me ;---the more they are pre- 
fent, the more I coniole mvfelf, the more 
L rejoice, and the greater I think m;lelf. 
Proft 


ee 
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} Profit by my lefions, sand you walidove 
me if you love yourlelf; for in.readine 
the Fathers, you, will make acquifitions x 
thoufand times more, precious than wealtlr 
or titles. An Ecclefiaftic has-nothing to 
do, with-the world, but to inftruét vand. 
edify it, .I1,am with all. my: heart, rand 
with the warmetft defire to fee your talents 
produce.good fruit,: 
Your-affectionate, 


. 


Kar YIOS THE CARD, GANGANELLI. 


Rome, 13 December, 1768, 


Hi + 
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vi-ciary Tue: EeisTroicil pokes eeteaneanaae 


TOR. Paes, HIS FRIEND. 


. 


y' OU have piven-me a finial plea 
I fure by not mentioning that I had 
written to you. ,.Without being myfterious, 
I very much love difcretion; and although 

L. shave: been Ent ROR years inthe 
Convent. of the Holy Apoftles, I never ac- 
quainted my -brethren with what> connec- 
tions; I have, --- They. may guefs, if. they 
will, 
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will, or if they can; but they know no- 
thing: fecretum meum mibi, my {fecret is 
my own. 


I lately faw the Cardinals York, Porfini, 


and John Francis Albani, whofe excellent 
qualities I highly efteem; but I have 
learned nothing from’ them of what I 
wanted to know. 

I fub{cribe with the greateft pleafure to 
all the obliging things you fay of the Pre- 
late Durini: he has joined the Italian fae 
gacity to the pleafing manners of the 
French, and deferves to attain the ereateft 
dignities, 

I have learned nothing of the late refo. 
lutions of the great Perfonage you fpeak 
of; I fee him but very feldom, and in a 
moft referved manner:---he does not be- 
lieve me to be his friend. Is he wrong? 
Is he right? This is what he himfelf can- 
not decide, notwithftanding all the fineffe 
he is fuppofed to be mafter of; but moft 
certainly, God knows,,I bear no ill-will 
to him, becaufe I never have done { to 
anyone, 


Berar epc abr 
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J will recommend the good work which 


“you mention, to the Cardinals ‘Pantuzziand 
who breathe nothing -but cha- 
rity. Do you yourfelf deliver the inclofed, 
which I fend you for M ***, and let me 
have his anfwer by the flying Poft, which 


Borromeo, 


3s both quick and fure. 


‘For fome time 


palt ny corre fponden rces overpower me, 
cand yet I cannot Bet rid of them. From 
, this éiite do not lofe half a page in fhew- 
I wifh you to write to me 
as to Brother Ganganelli. <I am-always the 
whatever vefforts may be 


ufe of to periuade me to the cone 
if I was to attend to 
and flatterers, they would ‘in- 
soxicate me with their ridiculous incenfe. 

fimply myfelf, and not te 
the accompanyments of 
creat littlenefles difguft 


se befet with all 


who are fond of 


abem, mut have but a contemptible fpirit. 
ability that our common 

; he has a complication 
ne of which is fufficient 


“ryend can recover 


of diforders, 
to dettroy the ftrongeft perfon. 


I am foliciting a place which I think 
will fuit your nephew, proyided he 
can bear confinement, and hear grumbling; 
for the nobleman, whofe Secretary I in- 


tend him to be, has the unfortunate mad- 
nefs of falling in a paffion at every trifle : 
but his heart is not the efs excellent ;--- 
it is a blot which fhould be overlooked, 
becaufe of his goodnefs. He is like Bene- 
dict XIV. who always concluded by be- 
ftowing fome favour upon thofe he had 
fcolded. You fee that I am in a humour 
to prate, and that I have not the air of 4 
man of bufinefs. When I have faid my 
breviary, and finifhed my engagements, I 
chat more than is perhaps liked, but then 
I have need of it. 


I leave you with yourfelf, that is to fay, 
in the beft company that] know; and amy 
as ulual, and for my whole life, 
Your affectionate fervant, 
The Carn. GANGANELLI, 


Rome, 6th December, 1768. 
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LETTER CAV 
TO2Mi "Dees; 


HE giving of alms is not fufficient to 

pleafe God, for charity extends over 
all;. you fhould not opprefs your tenants, 
nor moleft your vaffals; they who with the 
preateft feverity exact trifles which they 
ought to defpife, have not a proper fenfe 
of religion. Chriftianity does not know 
that fordid intereft, which is attentive to 
little things ; and they have only the bark 
who are always upon the watch with their 
Tenants, for fear of being cheated. ‘The 
heart is become too earthly, when it 1s 
over-anxious about worldly matters. 

Ah! why torment yourfelf, Sir, fo fo- 
licitoufly about the things that perifh? 
The kingdom of Jefus Chrift fhould have 
worfhippers in fpirit and in truth, whofe 
hearts are not contracted by a felf-interefted 
conduét, and views merely carnal. 

I am mortified when I fee people of fer- 
tune living in dread of want, and though 
very 
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very rich, often much more attached to 
a dirty piece of gold than a poor labourer 
would be. 

I dare add, Sir, that all your works of 
devotion will be abfolutely ufelefs, if you 
do not detach yourfelf intirely from the 
things of this world; and ceafe to be the 
tyrant of your debtors, by a greedinefs 
after riches. It is better to forego aright, 
than to recover it by oppreffion. The 
fpirit of juftice which you plead in your fa- 
vour, has no connection with continual 
diftruft, with apprehenfions about future 
want, and with eternal wranglings. 


If there are fome difputes between you 
and your tenants, fettle them more to their 
advantage than your own; it is conform- 
able to the advice of Jefus Chrift, who 
orders us, if they afk our cloak to give 
our coat alfo. All your fuperfluities, and 
even a part of your neceffaries, on urgent 
occafions, belong to the poor;. io that you 
will be guilty if you heap up. Thefe are 
harfh truths, but the law was not made 
by me, 


Eins The 
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The affair you {poke to me about, could 
not be in better: hands than Monfignor 
Brafchi’s: his rectitude is equal to his un 
derftanding, ard there is ‘no fear of his 
being prejudiced. neverthelefs, if you de- 
fire it, I will fpeak a few words to him. 

Iam, Sir, 
With the fentiments due to you, &c. 
The Carp. GANGANELLI. 

RoME, ai.of the prefent Month. 


” Clave not-been accuftomed to fee fuch a 


4 genius: as your’s become the dupe of 
modern philofophy. Your underftanding 
fhould fet you above the fophiitry it en- 
genders, and which levels us to the fad 
condition of the brutes. 

If there is a God, as nature cries aloud 
thro’ all herworks, there muft be aReligion, 
If there is a Religion, it muft be imcom- 
prehenfible, fublime, and as antient as the 
world, 
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world, as being an’ emanation from an in-- 
finite and eternal: Being. If thefe are- 


its charaéters, it muft be Chriftianity 5 and 
if it is Chriftianity, it muft be acknow- 
ledged to be divine, and heart and foul 
fhould acquiefce in it. 

Isitthencrediblethat God Almighty thould 
difplay this Univerfe in fuch deal to 
feed the eyes with flocks of men and beafts, 
that ought to be confounded together, as 


having all the fame defliny ; and that this: 


intelligence which dwells in ‘us, which 


combines, which calculates, which extends 


beyond the earth, which mounts above the 
firmament, whichrecollects theages patt, ani 
penetrates into thofe which are to come, ain 
has an idea of that which ought to lat for 
ever, fhould fhine forth one moment, only 
to be diffipated afterwards hike’ a feeble 
vapour? 

What is that voice which inceffantly 
proclaims within you, that you. were born 
for great things?) What are thole defires 
which continually renew themfelves, and 
which make you feel that there is nothing 


in this world which can occupy the withes. 


of your heart? 
H 4 When 


7 
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When man ef{trangeth himfelf from God, 
he is like a fick wretch rolling in agony ; 
and the light of his reafon; which he ex- 
tinguifheth, leaves him in the midft of a 
darknefs which is replete with horror. 

The fame truth which affures you of 
your own exiftence; I would fay that in- 
timate teftimony which you find within 
yourfelf, affures you of the exiftence of a 
God, and cannot give you a lively idea of 
him, without impreffing you with an idea 
of Religion. The worfhip which we render 


to the Supreme Being, is fo linked with 


b? 
him, that our heart is not fatisied but 
when it 1s rendering homage to him, or 
conforming to the order which he hath 
eftablifhed, 

If there is a God, he ought naturally 
to be beneficent; and if he is beneficent, 
you ought by the jufteft confequence to 
thank him for his benefits. Neither your 
exiftence nor your health comes from your- 
felf: about feven-and-twenty years ago, 
you was nothing, when all on a fudden 
you became an organifed body, enriched 
with a foul to act as mafter, to command 
and guide it according to its will and 
pleafure. This 


CLEMENT XIV. 153 


This reflection engages you to feek for 
the Author of life; and when you will ex- 
amine, you will find him in yourfelf, and 
in every thing which furrounds you, with- 
out any one of thefe objects being able to 
boaft of their being a part of his fubftance ; 
for God is fingle and indivifible, and can-: 
not therefore be identified. with the ele- 
ments. 


If the Religion which he hath eftablifhed 
hath taken different forms, and has been 
fince perfected by the coming of the Mef- 
fiah; it is becaufe God hath treated it as 


he has done our reafon, which at firft was 


only afeeble ray; but afterwards, difclofing 
itfelf by degrees, at laft’ appears in the 
brighteft light. : 
Befides, is it for man to-interrogate the 
Deity with regard to his conduct? Is it 
for a creature to regulate the ways of his 
Creator, and to prefcribe a manner of 
operating to him? God communicates 
himfelf to us in: part, but ftill referves to 
himfelf the right of abfolute dominion, 
becaufe there is nothing but what is truly 


H 5 fubject. 
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fubjeét to him. If he clearly manifefted 
his defigns to us here below, if the myfte- 
ries which aftowifh and confound us. were 
jaid open to our view, we fhould have 
that intuitive fight which he referves till 
after this life, and death would then be 
unneceflary. Evidence is only for Hea- 
ven, cognofcam, ficut S cognitus fum*: 
yet we would anticipate; that moment, 
without reflecting that every thing is regu- 
lated by Infinite Wifdom, and that we have 
nothing to do on our. part, but to fubmit 
and to adore. The unbeliever changes 
nothing of the defigns of God, when he 
dares to rife up againft him. He even 
enters into his plan, that comprehenfive 
plan, where the evil concurs with the good 
for the harmony of this world, and for the 
happinefs of the next. 

Religion and nature are equally derived 
from God; and both the one and the other, 
though in different manners, have their 
myfteries and their incomprehenfibilities ; 
and by the fame reafon that the exiftence 


* { fhall know God, as 1am known by him. 


of 


CLEMEN T XIV. 155 


of nature is not denied, though its opera- 
tions are often concealed, Religion can- 
not, nor ought not to be rejected, on ac- 
count of its obfcurities. 

There is nothing here which hath not 
adark fide; becaufe our foul, weighed 
down by a body which oppreffes and 
darkens it; is not capable of feeing every: 
thing. It is in a kind cf infancy here be- 
low, and fhould have light in proportion 
to the weaknefs of its fight, till death dif 
engages it from the oppreffive load which 
weighs it down. It is like a tender bird 
which pants and cries in its net, till it can 


fpring up into the air, and take its natural. 


flight. 
The progrefs of Retigion is admirable, 


in the eyes of a true Philofopher. Its at 


firft feen like a twilight iffuing from the 


bofom of Chaos; then like Aurora:it an- 
nounces the day; which at laft appears, 
but furrounded with clouds, and cannot 
manifeft itfelf in meridian brightnefs, until 
the Heavens fhall be opened. 

Fath then the unprincipled unbeliever 


any thing in particular which tells him, thar 


H.6 “what 
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what we. believe is chimerical? At what 
tinve, and in what place has this fecret 
light come to fhine upon him Is it in 
that moment when. his paffions ingulph 
and govern him? Or is it in the midft of 
public fhews and pleafures, where he com- 
monly paffes his life ? 


Tt is aftonifhing, my Lord, how men 
give up all the authority of tradition, and 
elude all the ftrength of the greateft.tefti- 
monies, to refer blindly to two or three 
people who give them leffons of infidelity. 
They will not allow of infpiration, yet 
they look on thofe people as oracles ; from 
whence it may be eafily concluded, that 
nothing but their paffions can attach them 
to infidelity. They abhor a Religion 
which reftrains them when they would fol- 
low the torrent of their vices,- and fwim in 
the midft of the waves of a world agitated 
with foaming billows. 

Chriftianity is a fuperb picture traced 
out by the hand of God, and which he 
prefented to man while it was yet but 


fketched, till the moment Jefus Chrift came 
| to 
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to finifh it, waiting the time when he fhould 
give it the luftre and colouring it is to bear 
throughout eternity. 

Then Religion will be the only object 
to engage our attention, becaufe it will be 
then in the effence of God himfelf, making, 
as St Aueuttine exprefleth it, a whole with 
bim. 

This progrefs is conformable to that 
of the time which conftitutes this life, 
and which does not exift but by fuccefiion. 
God has thus varied the forms of Religion, 
becaufe we are in a variable world; but he 
will fix it unalterably in Heaven, becaufe 
there no change will be known. Thefe are 
the combinations and proportions which 
difplay the wifdom of the Supreme Being. 
Religion being for man, it was his pleafure 
that it fhould follow the progrefs. made 
by man, according to the different modes 
of his exiftence. 

They who are intent upon this world, 
fee nothing of all this; but you would 
judge of thefe things as I do, if you were 
difengaged from all the pleafures and all 
the riches which make you a materialift, 

in 


ae 
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in fpite of yourfelf. Chriftianity is fpirit 
and life; and they ftray widely from it, 
who are occupied only about what is 
corporeal. Souls ‘become enlightened at 
death, only becaufe they are no longer 
weighed down by bodies which befiege and 
darken them. True philofophy, in difen- 
gaging man from whatever is carnal, does 
what death will finally effect; but it 1s not 
the modern philofophy, which acknow- 
ledges no exiftence but that of matter, 
and looks upon metaphyfics as a fcience 
purely chimerical, although much more 


l ee 


certain than phyfics, which has only its 
exiftence in the fenfes. 

I do not enter into the proofs of Relt- 
gion, becaufe they have been fo often 
and fo well explained already in im- 
mortal works, that I could only repeat 
them. Jefus Chrift is the beginning 
and the end of all things, the key 
of all the myfteries of grace and nature; 
Yo that it is by no means furprifine 
that- we fhould fray after a thoufand 
abfurd fyftems, when we do not fteer 
by 
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by that fublime Compafs. I-cannot give 
you a reafon for any thing in phyfics or in 
morals, as Cardinal Bembo wrote to a 
Philofopher of his time, if you do not ad- 
mit of Jefus Chrift. Even the creation of 
this world is inexplicable, incomprehen- 
fible, and tmpoffible, if it was not effected 
by the Incarnate Word; for God can have 
no other intention in. what he does, but 
what is infinite. This is the reafon why 
St. John called our Saviour Alpha and 
Omega; and that the Apoftle told us tha 
the ages were made by him: Per quem fe.. 
cit et fecula, 

Study, then, as much as a creature is 
capable, this Man-God, and you will find 
all the treafures of fcience and wifdom in 
him; you will obferve that he is th 
firft link of that chain which bindeth all 
things vifible and invifible; and you will 
acknowledge him to be that divine. breath 
which infpires juftice and holinefs into all 
hearts, 

The unbeliever can never give a fatis- 
fagtory anfwer, when you afk him, Who is 
this 
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this Jefus Chritt, this Man at the fame’ 
time fo fimple and fo divine? fo fublime 
and fo humble? fo pure in the whole 
courfe of his life? fo great in the mo- 
ment. of his paffion? fo magnanimous.at 
his death? But to anfwer this queftion 
without evafion. If he is only.a man, he: 
is an Impoftor; for he hath faid he was: 
God; and from that time, what becomes: 
of his fublime virtues ? what becomes of his- 
Gofpel; in which he forbids the ufe of the 
leaft equivocation ? and how account for: 
his difciples victories in all parts of the. 
world? And if he is a God, what ought 
we to think of his religion, and thofe who. 
dare to combat it? 

Ah! my Lord, behold what is better'to 
know, and better to examine, than all the 
profane fciences which you ftudy. Sciences 
will be at anend: Lingue ceffabunt, fcien- 
tia defiruetur * ; and there will be nothing 
but the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, which 
will ride triumphant upon the abyfs, when 
time and the elements fhall be fwallowed up. 


** Languages fhall ceafe, and Science be deftroyed.. 


Confider 
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Confider but yourfelf, and that view will 
neceflarily lead you to truth. The {malleft 
motion of your finger declares the action 
of God upon your body; this action 
announces a Providence; this Provi- 
dence informs you that you are dear to 
your Creator; and this information leads 
you from truth to truth, till you come to 
thofe which are revealed. 

If you are neither the creator of yourfelf, 
nor your own ultimate end, you ought ne- 
ceffarily to fearch for Him in whom thefe 
two qualities fubfift. And what-can that 
be, if it is not God? 

Religion will be always fure to g 
caufe in the eyes of all thofe who have 
principles. It is fufficient to remount to 
its fource, to analyfe and inveftigate the 
ends of its inftitution, to come at the truth: 
but the wicked difhonour and disfioure it, 
and fubftitute-a fkeleton in its place. Iam 
not furprifed, then, that they who are not 
inftruéted, and who put their truft in the 
falfe philofophy of the age, fhould look 
upon it as a bug-bear. 


ain her 
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My Lord, f expect from the re&itude 
of your foul, and the extenfive powers of 
your mind, a more folid judgment than 
what you have hitherto held with regard 
to Chriftianity. Shake off all thefe fyftems;, 
and all the opinions with which you have 
been unfortunately biafled; enter like a 
new man into the way which tradition will 
open to you, and you will judge very 
differently ; appeal from your prejudices. 
to yourfelf; for as yet it has not been yours. 
{elf that has pronounced any opinion up- 
on this fubse&t. As for my part,, 1 fay 
what my heart and foul diate to me; 
when I affure you of all the affection with 
which I fhall remain, during life, 

; Your fervant, &c: 
The Carp. GANGANELLI. 
Rome, 29th November, 1768. 
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| EAE reflexions which you have made 
upon the prefent ftate of the dif- 
ferent courts of Europe are very judicious. 


It is plain that you know them perfectly ; 
and though you are not of their cabinets, 
you are very well acquainted with what ts 
paffing there, 

It is well to be on a level with the age, 
to know it perfectly, and to obferve the 
fprings which move the great perfonages 
who. figure on the ftage of life. 

The perfon you fpeak of is aman of 
wool, without confiftence or fteadinefs, and 
upon whem, coniequently, there can be no 
dependence. ‘There is another perfon you 


q 


know, zealous as he ought to be for the 
Auguft Houfe of Bourbon; but though 
he leaves his Palace with a firm refolution 
to fpeak ftrongly to the Holy Father about 
the affair of Parma, he is f{carcely got in- 
to 


Wa 
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to his prefence, when awe renders him 
fpeechlefs. s to the little Prelate who 
fhould aét and conftitute himfelf Mediator, 
he is an indecifive perfon, who is always 
putting off every thing till the morrow, 
aud who has-no other anfwer but Vederemo, 


We thall fee. 


We might eafily fpeak about it to the 
General Le +¥e*, neh it it is not fafe to confide 
in him at alsa efpecially when even 
the fecret enjoined by the Holy Office is- 
not kept. As.to his Affiftant, he is merely 
a well-meaning man. ! 

Many of the great men here are with 
reafom attached to France and Spain;.° but 
they dare not explain therafeliest end are 
fo:teazed-and befet. by numbers, who make 


Heaven {peak as they pleafe. 


A devotion faintly enlightened, which 
is unhappily but too common, is conftantly 
whifpering, that. all fould be facrificed to 
defend the interefts of God; as if God 
required that his Firft Minifter upon Earth 
fhould embroil himfelf with all the Catho- 
lic Power, to fupport fome feignorial 

rights ;. 
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tights; and, at all adventures, to preferve a 
Corps, which can be of no further utility, 
when the tide of prejudice runs againtt 
it. 

Let-us fuppofe, for a moment, that there 
is nothing againft them but prejudice; 
neverthelefs, it is certain, that they can be 
no longer ufeful, when oppofed by power- 
ful. Princes ; but it is impoffible to make 
people hear reafon upon this fubject, who 
have adopted a certain manner of thinking, 

All this:forms a labyrinth, from whence 
we can fee no exit; and the beft way we 
can take, is to be filent, and wait Gad’s 
good time. When he pleafes, he can en- 
lichten their minds, and make them know 
his intentions. 

The evil is, that the longer they are 
kept in fufpence, the more they are inflam- 
ed. I am perfuaded, Monf. the Count, 
notwithftanding all the talents which 1 
know you poffeffed of, that you do not 
fee an eafy means of extricating us out of 
this confufion. We have to do with people 


who loudly exclaim againft all propofitions 
of 


Seiges SS PSS 
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of accommodation; afd it’ is impoffible 
to fay any thing to them, becaufe they 
fancy. themfelves to-be infpired. 

Neverthelefs, I cannot help being 
ereatly offended at fome difcourfe that 
certain perfons hold againft Clement XIII. 
efpecially as it is not permitted to fpeak 
againft the High Prieft, and that we read 
in the Epiftle of St. Jude, that Se Michael 
durft not utter curfes even againft the 
Devil; but that he was content to fay, The 
Lord rebuke thee: Now ef aufus judicium 
inferre blafpbemie, fed dixit : L[mperet tibi 
Dominus. 

From hence I conclude, that the gene- 
rality of men, be their manner of thinking 
what it will, .bend Religion’ to their pre- 
judices. Some are great friends to the 
Religious Society which is the fubje& of 
the prefent difputes, while others are equal- 
ly its enemies; and the confequence is, 
that things are not feen as they ought to 
be, and that truth can no longer be heard 
amidft the clamours of pafiion, For my 
part, who always ‘keep in the middle be- 
tween 
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‘tween the twd extremes of parties, and 
deteft cabals and prejudices, I think that 
the Pope can do nothing better, than un- 
der the guidance of God to examine all 
the papers both for and againft them, as 
likewife all the inconveniencies which refult 
either on the one fide or the other, and 
then he can and ought to pronounce ;° for 
he is Judge ; and I never pretended that he 
was the fimple Minifter of the will of 
Princes. None but he who eftablifhed a 
Religious Order can deftroy it; but he 
has fuch a right, as it would be madnefs 
to difpute with him. 

‘What comforts me amidft all thefe evils, 
is, that though the bark of St. Peter muft 
always be agitated, the Lord likewife will 
fupport it, even in the midft of the great- 
eft tempefts. You are furely more per- 
{yaded of thefe things than any men; you, 
Sir, who have always made eternal truths 
the object of your meditations, and have 
{een whatever has any relation to Religion 
with the eyes of the Faith. Thefe eyes, 


far different from thofe of Philofophy, raife . 


us 
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us above this world, and give us to range 
in the divine immenfity. There can be 
nothing therefore fo abfurd as to fay, 
with the modern Philofophers, that the 
views of Chriftians are extremely limited. 
Can a foul be contracted in its ideas, when 
it extends its thoughts even to eternity, 
and, rifing above the Univerfe, approaches 
to God himfelf, a pure and immaterial 
Spirit ? 

In drawing a parallel between Religion 
and Philofophy, it will be immediately 
perceived, that the former gives a boundlefs 
extent to all the faculties of the Soul; and 
that the latter contracéts them within a very 
narrow circle. “This world is the ue plus ultra 
of the Philofophers of the prefent times; 
but with the Chriftian, ’tis only an atom. 
The one makes it his happinefs and his 
ends the other looks upon it merely as a 
fhadow which paffeth away, and regardeth it 
only with a glance of hiseye. ‘This adores 

becaufe it is his all and his God ; that 
looks upon it as a vapour, which will 


very foon be difpelled. 
3 De 
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Do not reckon upon the Prelate ***; he 
is too bufy. 

If any change happens here, I fhall be 
ready to acquaint you with it. But there 
muft be a terrible concuflion for That to 
take place. I have the honour to be, Monk. 
the Count, &c. 


My Compliments to M. the Abbé 


FO AP REL Aa Ek. 


OU have very fenfibly obliged me by 

the fervices you have done the Re e- 

verend Father Aimé de Lambale. | 4 
is a Capuchin whom I fincularly love for 
his good sip He has the virtues of 
his profeffion ; i 


zat is to fay, he is humble 


3 
gentle, zealous, pk gives great applica. 
tion to preferve the rules of his Order in 


their full force. 
I expe& your return with impatience, 
efpecially as the ft byeét of our converfation 


Vor. LI, I 
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will be fome people’s readinefs to talk, 
and backwardnefs to execute. 


Every day brings us fome very extraor- 
dinary news, which the next day contradicts 
it. When the fpirits are in a ferment, and 
affairs of confequence are in agitation, 
every one fets up for a_ politician 
and news-monger ; more efpecially in 
Rome, where we have fo many idle {pecu- 


Some have fears, others have hopes, 
this life being only a fucceffion of dif- 
quiets and defires. It was given out yefter- 
day, that the King of Naples had marched 
fome of his troops into our neighbour- 
hood. 

Sc. fenatius, who was inflamed with zeal 
for the elory of God, did not forefee the ftrife 
which his children would ene day occafion. 
Ir is faid, neverthelefs, that he begged of 


=} 


hat be the cafe, he has certainly been 


eas AE 
lf Lid 


Beard ; “for it. ‘mutt be allowed, that 


Las v 3 


God they might always be fufferers. 


Le 


for fome time they have undergone a num- 
ber of calamities. i have been really ex- 


eres 
kK ceedingly 
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ceedingly affected by their misfortunes ;— 
they are my brethren, by the double title 
of Men and Monks: and if thefe things 
are done in the green. tree, what will be done 
in the dry? Quid in arido fret 2 

You will no longer find your Director 
here. We have buried him. This fame 
Death, who generally comes without being 
called, gives us norefpite. He goes his 
rounds day and night, and yet we live in 
as much fecurity as if we thought he would 
never.come near us. 

I flatter myfelf that you will bring me 
the iittle picture which I requefted ‘of you. 
Depend upon my efteem and friendhhip ; 
it is all that I can give you, but I give it 
amply, being, &c. 


Rome, 23d April, 1768. 
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iE oT T EH ReCKAL 


TO THE MARQUIS OF CARACCIOLI. 


SIR, 
F Return you a thoufand thanks for the 
f book you was fo obliging as to fend 
me, and which has for its Title Les Derniers 
Adieux dela Marechale a fes Enfans: tis 
fentimental, and makes fuch lively impref- 
fions upon the heart, that 1 was very deeply 
aftected with it. - You fhould give it to us 
in Italian; and the rather, as 1 look upon it 
to be a complete treatife on education. 

Tam forry that you was not provided in 
time with all the interefting anecdotes of 
Beredi& XIV. You were too late in fetting 
about it. When there is an intention of 
publifhing the hiftory of a Sovereign Pon- 
tiff, memoirs fhould be collected while he 
lives; every one is then anxious to sive 
them; whereas after his death he is imme- 
diately forgotten; and frequently even by 
thofe who owe their fortune to him. 


{ advife 
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I advife you, Sir, to continue ve ur 
literary purfuits, which are fo beneficial to 
the Public, provided you do not in- 
jure your health by it; and to believe that 
Tam, more than I can exprefs, 

Your affectionate Servant. 
THe Carp. GANGANELLI. 


RomE, 13th September, 1768. 


I Eo BEB Re CRAIG, 


TO THE AMBASSADOR OF * 


¥. F the affairs of Parma, like that of the 
fuits, had any con neétion with the 


o 


Faith, there could be no tempor ifing, ace 
commodation, nor capitulation; becaute 
the anfwer from the Popes. te him who 
would change his Faith 1s, 2 
rather aie. 

One thing only is certain, I am afraid 
that the Kings will at laft do juft what they 
pleafe, and Wht we fhall be forced to yield 
at a moment when all fubmiffion may be 
rejected. 

L 3 Rome 
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men of 


and ojfrrerings 


me is no longer in thofe times, when 
ranks brought her their vows 
; yet, were fhe ftill in the 


fame fituation, could fhe con{cientioufly 


infringe upon the rights of Kings? 


A Pope 


ought undoubtedly to preferve all hisimmu- 


nities; yet not fo tenacioufly as to hazard 


fo dangerous a {chifm— Nothing is fo much 
to be guarded againft as dividing the 


peRy of Chi 


ifv’s- Church. — Rome is ihe 


for articles \ AEN: neither "ga AGiie nor 


the tenets of Religion, to provoke thofe who 


live in her bofom to feparate from her. 


If, when the Kings began to com- 


plain. of the Jefuits, 


the General himfelf 


had written to thofe Monarchs to foften their 
anger, and to defire that the offenders 
right be feverely punifhed ;—if the Holy 
Father himfelf had followed this plan, the 
Kings might have been appeafed; and I 
truly think it would have fucceeded, pro=- 
vided a reformation had been offered. 
But they were obftinate, and ftill perfitt 
with the fame pertinacity to fupport the 


Society : 
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wu 


Society : and this is what ftirs up fo many 
people againft them. 

P. Pontalti, General of the Carmelites, 
was an excellent Politician, when he wrote 
to the King of Portugal to beg that he 
would prevent his Monks from trading to 
Brazil. He advifed R. P. Ricci to. take 
the fame ftep, but he would not liften to 
his counfel. 

Where is the Sovereion who may net, in 
his own kingdom, either protect or expell 
fuch as offend ‘hini? I dare fay, that the 
acting Minifter did not take this affute 
rightly, and did not forefes all its conf2- 
quences: ¢bere are. fine eyes that fee nothing. 

The example of Avignon, Benevento, 
and Porte Corva, fhews us, that if there 1s 
not an immediate accommodation,. fome 
other places will be feized; and thus infen- 
fibly we fhall lofe territories to which long 
poffeffion had given usan indubitable right. 

Benedict XIV. although timid, would 
have fatisfied the Kings in this-erifis; and 
it is unfortunate that things are feen ina 
different light by Clement: XIII. . whofe 

I 4 piety 
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piety we refpect, as well as that of the 
Cardinal his nephew. I ventured to fpeak 
to him on that fubject, and he was ftruck 
with what I faid; but immediately, fome 
people who were interefted in keeping up 
the opinions which they had fuggefted 
to him, came in the way, and gave him 
fome fpecious reafons for perfifting in his 
fentiments. They faid, that a religious 
Order which had done the greateft fervices 
in both worlds, and had made an ex- 
prefs vow of obedience to the Holy See; 
ought abfolutely to be preferved ; and that 
it was only from a hatred to Religion that 
there was an attempt to deftroy it: but 
they did not tell him, that, as the common 
Father of all the Faithful, he ought not to 
provoke the Princes who were the moft re- 
ligious, and the moft obedient to the Holy 
See; nor did they tell him what might be 
the refult of a fchifm between the Holy See 
and Portugal; and that the Head. of the 
Church fhould tremble, when a feparation 
is threatened which may have the moft fatal 
confequences. 


There 
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There is nothing in lofing fome fittle 
portion of territory, in comparifon with 
the fouls which may be loft by a fchifm. 
What a leffon would England afford to 
Clement VII. if he was alive at this day! 
It makes one fhudder with horror. Cer- 
tainly the Sovereigns who reign at prefent 
will never think of a feparation; but ca: 
we an{wer for thofe who are to fucceed 
them? It is not always what prefents it- 
felf under the idea of piety, that is the moft 
expedient meafure.—A Pope is eftablithed 
the Head of the Church, that he may root 
out as well as plant. The good books 
which the Jefuits have left us, will live 
after them. The religious Orders have 
not been gifted with infallibility nor inde- 
fectibility: if they were all to be abolithed 
this day, undoubtedly the lofs would be 
great; but the Church of Jefus Chrift 
would neither be lefs holy, lefs Apof- 
tolical, nor lefs refpeétable. The re- 
ligious Societies are upon the footing of 
auxiliary troops; and it is the great Paftor 
who is to form a judgment when they are 
ufeful, and when they are no longer-fo. 


thal “he 
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The Humiliars, and even the Templars, 
did good for a time,, becaufe there has 
been no Order but what has edified, efpe- 
Had at the beginning of its inftitution ; 
yet they have been fuppreffed when the 
Kings + 6 Popes found it necefiary. 

Certainly 1 muft regret the good which 
the Jefuits might have done; but I fhould 
regret much more the kingdoms that 
might have feparated from us on_ their 
account,—'T hefe Fathers themfelves fhould 
feel the juftnefs of my reafonings; and I 
have the prefumption to believe, that I 
could make them acknowledge it, if I had 
a conference with them, and they would 
fhake off the prejudices which are attached 
to all conditions of life. If my friend P. 
Hone had been their General, they 
t pro obably have ftill fubfifted. 
ie hi s is my way of thinking, though of 
a religious Order myfelf; and Y roe con- 
fent to the diffolution of my own Society, 
if I found it obnoxious to the refent- 
ment of the Catholic Princes. 

There are, happily, certain devotions 
which haye never dazzled me. 1 weigh the 
events 
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events according to Religion and equity ; 
and as thefe are two certain lights, I fhall 
ever be determined as they direg&t. me. 


If there were no other intereft in the 
Church but that of Jefus Chrift, all the 
Faithful would wait in peace for the events 
marked out by Providence, without en- 
gaging warmly either for Cephas or Apol- 
los. But we are only guided by fenfible 
affections; and becaufe we have once known 
a Monk who has edified by his condué, 
and who has taught nothing but what was 
excellent, muft we therefore. concluc 
that we neither can, nor ovght to fupprefs 
the Order of which he was a member ?Is 
this to reafon, or is this to judge? 

When we have neither {een the informa- 
tions nor the arguments upon which we 
fhould frame a judgment, it is abfurd to 
attempt to pafs fentence. Here is a 
conteft between Kings and a religious Or- 
der eminent for its talents and. credit: — 
when we do not know the motives fro 
which they act, we neither can nor swe 
to pronounce an opinion. I fay once 
I 6 
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more, that I do not affere that the Jefuits 
ought to be fuppreffed, but I think that 
the complaints of the Kings fhould be at- 
tended to; and if there are ftrong reafons 
for it, that then the Order fhould be 
abolifhed. 

We do not as yet know precifely the 
reafons for the deftruction of the Templars, 
and yet there are people who would-know 
already the motives which have caufed the 
fupprefiion of the Jefuits. T wifh with all my 
heart that they may be able to juftify them- 
felves, and that there may be neither divi- 
fion nor diffolution; for I have a foul truly 
pacific, and incapable of hating any one, 
and more particularly a religious Order. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


Rome, 29 Odtober, 1768. 


LETTER 
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tf ET Td R. CRAIV; 
TO THE MARQUIS OF ***%, 


BY» EHOLD us in the greateft crifif we 

ever were in! All Europe thunder 
ing againft us, and unfortunately we have 
nothing to oppofe to this raging tempeft. 
The Pope trufts in Providence; but God 
Almighty does not work miracles every 
time he is called upon; nor can we:expect 
that he will interpofe his power, merely 
that Rome may maintain a right of feig- 
nory over the Dutchy of Parma. 

Rome has no adminiftration but what is 
purely {piritual in the Roman Catholic 
kingdoms, and it is only in the Eccle- 
fiaftical State that fhe has any temporal 
authority ; and even That is owing to the 
conceflion of thofe Sovereigns whom we 
are folicited to oppofe. 

The Court of Rome cannot forget that 
fhe owes almoft all her riches and fplendor 
to France; and if fhe does remember it, 


how can fhe avoid compliance with the de- 
fire 
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fire of Louis XV. efpecially as he only 
afks thofe things which he has a right to 
exact ? 

I compare the four kingdoms that prin- 
cipally fupport the Holy See, to the Car- 
dinal virtues; France to Strength, Spain 
to Temperance, &c, 

The Holy See thus defended,  fhews 
herfelf formidable to her enemies, and 
then may we fay ; Cadent a latere tuo mille, 
&S decem millia a dextris tuis; ad te autem 
non appropinguabit *, 

I own to you, my dear Sir, that I grieve 
at the fight of the dangers which feem to 
threaten us, and I moft heartily fay, — 
** May this bitter cup be put far from us!” 
Not becaufe they take our cloak, and can 
take our coat alfo; but becaufe I dread a 
rupture, and the multitude of evils which 
may follow, although Religion can never 
perifh ! 

If the Holy Father, whofe heart is pu- 
rity itfclf, would only reprefent to himfelf 
the benevolent acts of the French Monarchs 


* A thoufand fhall fall at your right, and ten thous 
fand at your left ; and no evil shall approach you. 


to 
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to the Holy See, he would not hefitate to 
comply with the defires of Louis XV. touch- 
ing the Dutchy of Parma; butyou knowthat 
every thing has two faces, and that the 
afpect under which fome people prefent 
this affair to our Holy Father, is abfolutely 
contrary to the views of the Sovereigns. 

He will find the neceffity of retreating; 
at leaft, if the prefent Pope does not, his 
fucceffor muft; which will be the more 
unlucky, as Clement XIII. is a Pontiff wor- 
thy of the firft ages of the Church for his 
piety, and deferves to be bleffed by all the 
kingdoms who acknowledge his authority. 

The Sacred College might remonftrate to 
him;-but befide its being divided in fen- 
timents about the affairs of Parma and the 
Jefuits, the Pope will do nothing which 
is not advifed by his Council, 

Iam not at all furprifed that Cardinal 
*** fhould fo warmly intereft himfelf for 
the Society and its General; there are rea- 
fons quite natural for his attachment: 
but I am furprifed at his being con- 
fulted in preference, confidering that 
all the world knows his dentiments already 
upon 
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upon the fubject. In critica] circumftances, 
the opinions of thofe who are totally difin- 
terefted ought only to be taken; other. 
wife we become without intending, or 
even fufpecting it, partizans. 

It is right to love only Truth, and to 
know her fuch as fhe is; fo many illufions 
affume her appearance, that-we are often 
deceived. When we would fee her without 
a cloud, upon occafions which prefent 
them{elves, we fhould diveft ourfelyes of 
all we already know, and feek information 
as if we were totally ignorant of the matter; 
taking the advice of thofe who fee and 
judge without prepoffeftion. 

Befides this, we ought to have a recti- 
tude of intention, by which we fhould de- 
ferve to obtain fupernatural lights; for the 
Lord trieth our hearts and reins; and if 
we are not animated with a love of juftice 
in our refearches, he abandons us to our 
own blindnefs. 


I am, in all the fulnefs of my heart, &c;i 
Rome, 7th January, 17696 


LETTER 
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fT ER eC 


TO A MONK OF HIS OWN ORDER. 


ra y 


Ey ROVIDENCE, in raifing me to the 


m 


Cardinalthip, has not: made me for- 
get from whence I rofe; it is a view which 
is always prefent to me, and I find it ex- 
celient to defend. my mind from vanity. 
The dignity which 1 poffefs, and to which I 
was not born, has more thorns than rofes, 
andin that refembles all eminent ftations. 

I am often obliged to be of a contrary 
opinion to the perfon in the world whom I 
refpect the moft, and who likewife deferves 
all my gratitude. It is the moft cruel com- 
bat that my heart can fuftain. 

Charity, infeparable from truth, has not 
always the moft pleafing things to fay; 
but many people are deceived upon this 
fubject, imagining that it ought to be always 
gentle, and always complying: —in that 
cafe it would refemble fla 
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tery. There are 
circumftances where charity flames, lightens 
andthunders, The Fathers of the Church 
who 
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who were filled with this fpirit, when they 
{poke with the moft anxious zeal, fpoke 
with a voice of charity. 


When you write to the Bifhop of ***, 
make my moft fincere compliments to him, 
and tell him, that every means has been em- 
ployed to bring about an accommodation ; 
but to no purpofe. God will fooner or 
later make manifeft his will, for we ought 
never to lofe fight of him. 

You reftore me to life, by telling me that 
our common friend is lkely to recover, 
His underftanding is of great ufe to thofe 
who confult him. He has an excellent 
talent for cuiding, without haying the lit- 
tlenefs of the major part of Directors ; for 
it muft. be owned, that many men who 
direct, have need themfelves of being di- 
rected, as they are almoft always ruined 
by women, who p2y them a reverence due 
only to their God.---They look up to their 
{piritual Guide, as if he was the Archangel 
Gabriel at leaft. It is undoubtedly right 
that they fhould have an efteem for thofe 
they confult, and whom they hear as the 
oracles 
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oracles of the Law; but that efteem 
fhould not be carried to excefs. 


They who have a continual enthufiafm 
for their Directors, may be perfuaded that 
fome motives of a mere human nature have 
mixed themfelvesup with fuch an attach- 
ment. 


What a furprife will it be for a number 
of Devotées, who, believing themfelves fin- 
cerely devoted to God, are only the wor- 
fhipers of their Directors, and who will 
hear that dreadful fentence pronounced at 
the moment of their death, from the Su- 
preme mouth, ‘* As I have not been the ob. 
“ject of your love, depart, I know you mot :” 
Difcedite, nefcio vos, 

This is what I have long fhuddered at, 
on the article cf Directors, I could have 
wifhed that he who was formerly mine at 
Rome, and who died in the odour of 
fanctity, had made his manner of directing 
public. He was a heavenly ntan, who 
raifed us above humanity, and wifhed to 
make us abfolutely forget himfelf, and 
every 
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every thing elfe, but what attached us to 
God alone. 


We want a good book upon the fubject 
of Direction in Italy. We have a multi- 
tude, but they are only filled with common- 
place. To compofe a good one, there 
wants, in the firft place, the fpirit of God ; 
fecondly, an extenfive knowledge of the 
human heart; for it is incredible with what 
addrefs vanity, anda thoufand affections of 
the fenfes, infinuatethemfelves atatimewhen 
we are perfuaded that our fentiments are 
fublime and worthy the attention of-the 
Eternal. This is the reafon of the great 
difficulty in judging of ourfelves. 

I with you every thing that you can de- 
fire, becaufe I know that you defire no- 
thing but what is moftexcellent; and lam 
your deareft and moft affectionate fervant, 


The Carp. GANGANELLI, 


CoNvENT of the Hoty APosTrEs, 


CLEMENT XIV. 


LETTER CXXVI. 


LOCO UN DT IDE ie re 


FE, are at laft fummoned to a Con- 
y =6fiftory, which is to determine 
great things. We are to deliberate upon 
thofe unfortunate bufineffes which have em- 
broiled us for a confiderable time with the 
Catholic Powers, It is probable, that the 
Holy Father, finding at laft that he is not 
in a fituation to refift, will acquiefce in the 
requifitions of the Houfe of Bourbon. He 
will at leaft lay the reafons of his diffent 
before us for our confideration, and every 
one will give his opinion. 

I with to God they had followed that 
plan from the beginning! But we do not 
often fee the confequences of a trouble- 
fome affair till we are engaged in it. 

I advife you. to-confer with - 


2 


Rome, though renowned for politics, is 


not always — you underftand me. 
The Muinifters continue to make the 
moft bitter complaints; and the interefted 


parties, 
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parties, that nothing may be concluded, 
form circumvallations, blockades, and 
———— your own fenfe will tell you the 
reft. 

There is every reafon for prefuming that 
France, Spain, and Portugal will, &c. 

IT will tell you nothing, if filence is im- 
pofed upon me, and certainly you will ap- 
prove my conduct, J will not expofe my- 
felf to the fame reproaches with the little 
man in queftion, for having betrayed 
fecrets. 

Befide the probity of a Cardinal, I have 
that natural rectitude which makes the ef- 
fence of an honeft man, and which isa 
double engagement to be difcreet: but 
all of us fhall not be fufficiently fo, for I 
fufpect the affair will be inftantly divulged ; 
aad I fhall not be furprifed if the writers 
of the Dutch Gazettes fhould be informed 
of all. 

I can know nothing before-hand, be- 
caufe nothing is declared. The life which 
J.lead here is of as dark a complexion as 
my habit, and confequently I am not to 
be found in thofe brilliant circles where 
great 
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ereat news is the fubjeé&t of converfation. 
I only learn things by the means of our dear 
Abbé —__—._ But does he know every 
thing, and always fpeak truth? It is not 
becaufe he means to deceive, but his ima- 
gination, his vivacity, &c. 

I have again feen the Flying Poft ——,; 
He has fent me the letters I expeéted, and 
they contain nothing but wife reflections 
upon what I wanted to know. Adieu 
without ceremony, as you defired. 


Rome, 31 January, 1769. 


ET TB Re CXXVIT. 
TO THE SAME. 


BF ERE is quite another affair on our 
i hands than the Confiftory I men- 
tioned to you laft poft. The Holy Father, 
on going to-bed laft night, was feized with 


a violent convulfion, uttered a great cry, 
and expired. We were to have met as 
this day, and to have drawn from the 
alembic that which keeps all the Catholic 
Courts 
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Courts in fufpence, and has occafioned our 
being upon bad terms with them. Every 
one will reafon differently upon’this death, 
which has happened fo extraordinarily in 
the prefent circum ftances. 


I fincerely regret the late Pope, on account 
of his excellent qualities, and the gratitude 
which I owe him. Religion ought to 
make his encomium, and bewail the lofs. 
Fle made himfelf truly refpeétable to all 
who approached him, by his moft pleafing 
manners, which were pure as his inten- 
tions, and by a moft incorruptible zeal: 
but I fhall always fay, that it was a pity he 
did not view things in their proper light. 

Fie has left fome Nephews deferving of 
the higheft commendation by their excel- 
lent qualities, efpecially the Cardinal, who 
is one of the beft men in the world. 

The great difficulty now is,to know who 
will be chofen. I pity him before-hand, 
and Ido not think it is right for me to fay 
to you, that it will bs Such or Such-a-one; 
for it is often the perfon who ‘has been leatt 
thought of. One thing is certain, that I 

4 will 
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will not give my voice to any, but one 
in whom knowledge is joined with piety: 
A Pope, as Vicar of Jefus Chrift, ought 
to have true devotion; and as a temporal 
Prince, a great deal of knowledge and fa- 
gacity. Happily, the Sacred College has 
many among its Members whom we may 
chufe with propriety. Pray that the Lord 
may infpire us, and give us a Chief ac- 
cording to his own heart, and the hearts of 
the Kings. 

I have lately feen M. Marefofchi: he is 
a Prelate that deferves ta be efteemed for 
his knowledge and candour. 

The Conclave will be now more tolerable 
than in fummer. It will make no creat 
change in my way of life. It is only 
quitting one cell to go into another: and 
it they have intrigues, I proteft to you 
I fhall know nothing of them, being the 
man in the world who meddles the leaft in 
party-matters. 

You know my heart, and I need not fay 
to you that Iam, &c. 

RoME, 3d February, 1769. 


Vor. II. 


—— 
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LETTER .CXXVIHII 
TO A MONK, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS. 


AM going to the Conclave. Pray to 
God that he may blefs our intentions, 
and reftore a calm to us, after fo longa 


ftorm. 

I have been. prefied to take a French 
Conclavift*. Befides that I very much 
love his nation, he has fome excellent 
qualities ; however, i will depend upon 
myfelf, that I may have nothing to fear 
from his indifcretion, if.I fhould accept 
him, and he fhould be inclined to blab: 
Secretum meum mibi ; My fecret is my 
own. 

Tell our Prelate that I could not an- 
fwer his letter, but that I expect himfelf at 
the Convent of the: Holy Apoftles, the 
day the Conclave breaks up. Minds are 
divided, but God can do what feemeth to 


him good, and it is his work that we are 


* A Cardinal’s Secretary while in Conclave. 
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m always your Friend and Servant. 
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to govern according to the rules of juftice 
and equity. 

I endeavour to take the moft exact cogni- 
zance of the affairs which my Predeceflor 
left me, and which cannot be finifhed but 
after a long examination. 

You will do me a very great favour, if 
you will bring me what you have wrote 
upon the things which relate to this fub- 
ject, and to truft them to myfelf alone. 

You will find me, as you have always 
known me, as much a Stranger to the 
grandeur with which I am furrounded, as if 
I knew not even the name; and you may 
{peak to me with the fame franknefs you 
ufed to do formerly, becaufe the Popedom 
has given me a new love for truth, and a 
new conviction of my own nothingnefs, 


Rome, 24th September, 


LETTER 


CLEMEN T XIV. 


LE? TBR CXXxXX, 
TO, A PORTUGUESE LOF 


“47 OU need not doubt of my having al 

poffible defire to unite, more clofe- 
ly than ever, thofe ties which have been 
attempted to be broken between the Courts 
of Rome and Portugal. I know how inti- 
mate a connection has always fubfifted be- 
tween thefe two Powers, from the earliett 
times, and fhall be happy to place things 
on Kalk old footing; but, as Common 
Father of the Faithful, and as Chief of all 
the religious Orders, I fhall do nothing 
until I have examined, weighed, and judg: 
ed, according to the laws of juftice and 
truth. 

May God forbid that any human con- 
fideration fhould influence my cifion ! 
I have already a fufficiently ee account 
to render to God, without charging my 
conscience with the addition of a new 
crime ; and-it would be an enormous one, 
to profcribe a religious Order, upon ru- 
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mours and prejudices, or even upon 
fufpicions. I fhall not forget,» that iz 
4 DY dering i 0 4 L 14 an y $ 

rendering to Cafar the thi ngs that areC afar’ s, 


I ought to render to God the things that are 


I have already ordered a a perfon to exa- 


mine the Archives of the Pr ropoganda, and 


to procure for me correfpondence of 
my .iluftrious brother and predeceffor 
Sextus Quintus with Philip II. Befides, 
I have required the heads of the accufa- 
tion to be fent me, fupported by fuch 
tefiimonies as cannot be rejected. I fhall 
fecretly become the Advocate of thofe whofe 
ruin is required of me, that I may feek 
every means of juftifying them within my- 
store I pronounce. 

The King of Portugal, as well as the 
France, Spain and Naples, are 
too religious to difapprove of my pro- 


If Religion requires facrifices, all the 


o 
Church fhall hear me, and----- 
I wifh it had been the will of Providence 
hat I had not been referved for fuch cala- 
mitous 
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mitous times; for in whateve 
I fhall make fome ORR e ie I fhall 
occafion murmurs,.and render myfelf odious 
to a number ‘6 people whofe afer ase 
friendfhip I fincerel: 

I compare myéelf t 
whom God raifed in the midft of tempefts ; 
or toa foldier, who by his rank is expofed 
to combat, though his views may be only 
to peace, but by the poft he holds, finds 
himfelf obliged to.act, whether he likes it 
or not, 

All is in the hands of God; may. he 
direct my pen, my tongue and my heart! 
IT will fub: 0 eve nino, and I will do 


every thine he 
out dreading 


DET? ER COXA AT, 


TO AMONK, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS, 


F you believe that Iam happy, you are 

deceived. After having been agitated 
the whole day, I frequently wake in the 
middle of the night, and figh after my 


K 4 Cloifter, 


Sr 
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cite, my Cell, and my books: J may 
e fay, that I look upon your fituation 
ais bike What encourages me is, that 
God himfelf has placed me in the Chair of 
St. be to the great furprife of the whole 
world ; and if I am deftined to any impor- 
tant work, he will fupport me. 


God knows, I would give every drop of 
ave All pacified, that the 

whole world nae return to their duty ; 
that they who have given offente would 
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reform, and that there mic gnt be neither 
divifion nor fuppreffion. 

I will not come to the laft extremities, 
unlefs I am preffed by powerful motives ; 
fo that pofterity at leaft may do me juftice, 
in cafe the prefent age refufe it to me. 
It is not That, however, about which Tam 
anxious, but the Eternity to which Iam 
fo near approaching, and which is a more 


formidable profpecét to Popes than-to any 
of the reft of the world. 


I fhall fend you an anfwer to what you 
require. You know that I do not forget 
my friends, and that if I do not fee them 
fo 
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fo frequently as formerly, it is becaufe 
bufinefs and jolicitude ftand centries over 
me; they are at my gate, in my chamber, 
and in my heart. 

Mention me to my old acquaintance: 
I think fometimes of the aftonifhment they 
mufthave been in at hearing of my elevation. 

But more particularly tell him with 
whom I ftudied, that he did not prophefy 
well, when he told our companions that 
I. fhould 


France. There is no appearance of that 


certainly finifh’ my days. in 


being ever realifed, or I fhould be deftined 
for fomething very extraordinary indeed. 
I am always your affectionate 


At CASTLE-GANDOLPHO. 


eh oe DY tee Ree CML 


TO. R. P,- AIME DE LAMBALLE, 
GENERAL OF THE CAPUCHINS. 
| AM fincerely obliged to you for the 

Prayers which 1OH, put up to Heaven 
for my ‘prefervation. I have doubly need 
K 5 of 
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of them, as an individual, and as Head of 
the Church. I fhare all your pains and 
troubles, being convinced that you fuffer 
with a fpirit of penitence, and in a manner 
agreeable to God. 

If you remain long at Paris, as I am 
afraid you muft on account of your indift 
pofition, you will have an opportunity 
of feeing M. Doria, whom I love in 
ulnefs of my heart, as a Prelate who 
will one, day be the joy and honour of the 
Church. ti you in the midft of a world 
where there are great vices and great vir- 
tues; and where, by a particular Provi- 
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dence, the-zeal for Religion fo eminent in 
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his Moft Chriftian Majefty, and all the 
Royal Family, and the great piety of the 
Prelate who holds the See of Paris, bids 
fair to ftop the progrefs of infidelity. 

Brine with you fome French Monk, 


3 ° 5 be | q J L, 
whofe knowledge will do honour here to 


The Dominicans thought prudently 
when they called to the Minerva your 
worthy Countryman Ty. Fabrici, who will 
perpetuate 
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perpetuate the glory of the Order by his 
learning, a 
If your illnefs does not prevent you rie | 

I J MW 


from going to fee Madam Louife, I beg 
you will tell her how much I admire the 
facrifice fhe has’ made. » Affure all your 
Brotherhood that I love them fincerely in 
the Lord, and that I exhort them to live 
always in a manner worthy of our Founder. 
I fhall fpeak to Cardinal de Bernis upon 


what you defired me. You will have fre- 


quent inquiries made about him in France, 
for I know that he is as. dear to the 
French as he is to the Italians. 


I with to fee you again in good health, 


for | am intirely yours, as before, 
(Signed) CLEMENT ALY, 


Rome, 2d April, 1773, 
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TO ALL THE PATRIARCHS, PRI- 
MATES, ARCHBISHOPS AND BI- 
SHOPS, ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS 
ADVANCEMENT. 


XIV. 


GL: ME Nv eT vob. 


TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN, HEALTH 
AND APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION. 


PUT it is the work of the Lord, and it is 
| wonderful in our eyes. The in{crutable 
Decrees of God, and not human councils, 
have loaded us with,the awful duties of 


the Apoftlefhip, when we were very far 


from entertaining any fuch thoughts, This 
conviction gives us full confidence, that He 


ee + 1e0 Pee Ae b US. fe a 
who-hath called us to the painful cares o 
ee Wl rande{rer ¢ 
the fupreme Miniltry, will condefcend to 
aise Ati " rpalzneto + 
calm our fears, affift our weaknézis,. and 
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hear our Prayers. Peter, who oughi 
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our model, was encouraged by the Lard, 
who reproached him for his want of faith 
when he thought he was finking in the fea. 
There 1s no doubt but that it is the will of 
our Divine Chief, who-in the perfon of the 
Prince of Apoftles hath trufted to us the 
keys of the kingdom of Heaven, and hath 
commanded us to feed his fheep, that we’ 
put away all doubt of obtaining his aid, 
We fubmit ourfelves then, without referve, 
to Him, who is our ftrength and our help, 
refigning ourfelves up to his power and 
truth. By his goodnefs he will complete 
in us the work which he hath begun; and 
even our lowlinefs will ferve to make his 
mercy fhine forth with more luftre in the 
eyes of men: for if, in thefe wretche 
times, he hath refolved to accomplith fome- 
thing for the good of his Church: by the 
miniftry of fo ufelefs a fervant as we, all 
mankind will evidently fee that he is the 
Author and Perfecter, and that to him-alone 
the glory ought to: be afcribed. But the 
more powerful the help is upon which we 
depend, the more ought we to employ our 
utmott efforts to-co-operate with it; and 
the 
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the more exalted the honour to which we 
have been advanced, the more ought we 
to endeavour worthily to difcharge the du- 
ties of it. 

In proportion as we caft our eyes over 
all the countries of the Chriftian world, 
we perceive you, our venerable Brethren, 
fharing with us in our glorious work; 
and this view fills us with confolation. It 
is with the greateft joy we recognife in you, 
sour worthy affiftants, faithful Paftors and 
evangelical labourers. It is therefore that 
we are anxious to addrefs ourfelves' to you 
at the beginning of our Apoftlefhip. -It is 
into your bofoms that we would fhed the 
moft fecret fentiments of our foul; and if 
it appears that we offer you fome exhorta- 
tions, and give you fome advice, do not 
attribute it to any thing but diftruft of 
ourfelves, and think that they are the 
effects of that confidence which your 
virtues and filial love towards us have 
infpired. 

Firft, we pray and befeech you, our ve- 
nerable Brethren, to pray conftantly to God 
to {trengthen our weaknefs ; render us back 
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this 


H reft upon one 


ts conftruction ; but al 
ee Leas @ Palincgtmiaaie 1, 
alone, and he is Jets Chrift, in whom we 
Pees | 


a | t % co 1 , od 
are ali united as his members. 


Being ae as his Vicar, with the 


adminiftration of h S power, we are raifed 
by his will to i moft eminent Gtuation; 
but united with us as the Chief of the ~ 
vifibl 


le Scene you are the principal parts 
of that fame body. Nothing can happen 

he one, but mutt affe@& the other. Like- 
ee there is nothing that can intereft you, 
but what muft become an objeét of our 
olicitude, It. is therefore, that being in 
perfect agreement, and animated with the 
fame {pitit, which flowing from the fupreme 
| Head, 
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Flead, and fcattered over all the members, 
gives them life; we ought chiefly to la- 
at ur that the whole body of the Church vi 
be found and intire, and neither contract a 
fpot or wrinkle, but flourifh by the prac- ha 
tice of every Chriftian virtue. With the . 
Divine help we may fucceed in this, if | 
every one, ac cording | to his power, would 
inflame himfelf with zeal in the care of a 
the flock which is entrufted to him, and  @ 
apply carefully to guard them from fe- 4 
dution, to procure them folid inftruc- 
tions, and the proper means of fandctifi- 
cation. 

There never was a time when it was 
more neceflary to watch for the fafety of 
fouls. Opinions are every day fcattered 
abroad, moft capable of fhaking the caufe 
of Religion; and men in crouds allow them- 
felves to be feduced by a thirft after no- 
ite It is a mortal poifon, which in- 
finuates itfelf into all conditions, and which a 
makes the moft cruel ravages, a 

My Reverend Brethren, it is a new mo- 0 
tive for our labouring with more ardour | 
than ever, to reprefs a madnefs which dares 1 
to 
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to attack the moft holy Laws, and even to 


Infule the Deity 


fu his piot us enter- 
prile, but by t the ~ eat: of the word 
of God, more pier 


cing than a two-edged 
{word. You will e afily repel all the attacks 
of the enemy, you will. eafily blunt all 
their arrows, by prefenting in all your dif- 
courles only Jefus Chrift, and Jefus Chritt 
crucified. He hath built his iyi that 
Holy City, and provide 


and his Precepts, He ath trufted to eit 


Bay atk | 
the faith which he came to eftablith. as a 
\ | 
AanKG (hay 4 > A SS aff = far a ; £ ; 
acpoir to be relicioufly preferved in all its 
L oO / 


purity. It was his will that it fhould be- 
come the impregnable ra ampart of his Doc- 
trine and Truth, and that the gates of hell 
should never prevail againft it. Bei ing ap- 
pointed to the care and eovernment of this 
Holy City, our venerable Brethre 
diligently preferve the’ precious inheritance 
of the Faith of our Holy Founder and Divin 
Mafter, which our Fathers au tranf{mitt ia) 
to usin allits purity, that we may tranfmit 
it equally pure to our defcendants. If-our 


actions 
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aCtions and counfels are conformable to 
the rule marked out for us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, if we walk in the paths of our Fa- 
thers which cannot lead us aftray, we may 
affure ourfelves that we fhall be able to 
fhun every falfe ftep which is capable of 
weakening the Faith of the Chriftian people, 

Orinany pointinjure the unity of theChurch. 

Let us only draw from the Scriptures, and 
from tradition, what it imports us to know 
and to obferve; thefe are the facred fources 
of Divine Wifdom; and there.we hall find 
whatever we ought to believe and pradtife; 
whatever concerns worthip, difcipline, or 
manner of living, is included in that double 
depofit, We fhall there fee the depth of 
our fublime Myfteries, the duties of Piety, 
the rules of Juftice and Humanity. . There 
we fhall be inftructed in what we owe to 
God, to the Church, to our country, and 
to our neighbour; and we muft acknow- 
ledge that there is no law better than true 
Religion, to eftablith the rights of nations 
and fociety. The Doétrines of Jefus Chrift 
have never been attacked without troubling 
the repole of the people, without difturb- 
ing 
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ing the obedience due to Sovereigns, and 
without fcattering troubles and confufion 
all around. 


There is fuch an intimate union between 
the rights of his Divine Majefty, and the 
“Ae if the Kings of this world, that when 
the laws of Chriftianity are obferved, So- 
vereigns are obeyed without regret, their 
power is refpected, and their perfons ho- 
noured. 

We therefore exhort you, our venerable 
Brethren, to inculcate, to the utmof of 
your power, obedience and fubmiffion to 
Sovereigns in the people that are intrufted 
to you; for among the Commandments of 
Gr ai this is extremely neceffary for pre- 
ferving peace and good order. Kings have 
been elevated to the eminent ranks ‘they 
poffefs, only to watch over the fafety of 
the public, and to confine men within the 
bounds of wifdom and equity. ‘They are 

he Minifters of God for the obfervance of 
‘Stic and they only carry the fword to 
execute the vengeance of God, by punith- 
ing thofe that {tray from their duty. They 
are 
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5 
are likewife the dear Children and the Pro- 
tectors of the Church, and it 1s their duty 
to defend her rights, and fupport her in- 
terefts. Take care then, that you inftrué 
even the children, as foon as they are ca- 
pable of it, to preferve an inviolable fidelity 
towards their Sovereigns, to fubmit to their 
authority, to obferve their laws, ,not only 
from the fear of punifhment, but as a duty 
of confcience. 


When. by your zeal and application you 
fhall have thus difpofed the minds of fub- 
jects to obey their Kings, to refpect and 
love them in the fullnefs of their. hearts, 
you will then have laboured effectually for 
the tranquillity of the people, and the good 
of the Church; for the one ts infeparable 
from the other. But that you may infallibly 
acquit yourfelves with fuccefs in that duty, 
you fhould join to the Prayers which you 
daily make for the people, particular 
Prayers for the Kings, fo as to obtain from 
God their prefervation and profperity, and 
the grace which is neceffary to'govern with 
wifdom and with equity. 
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Thus, in labouring for the happinefs of 
all mankind, you will worthily difcharge 
the duties of your facred Miniftry ; for it 
is juft and right that the Pontiffs, who have 
been eftablithed for the good of man, in 
what concerns the worfhip of God, fhould 
prefent to God the vows of all the faithful, 
inceffantly praying the Lord to fupport and 
eftablith him who watcheth for the public 
tranquillity, and the prefervation of all the 
people. 

It would be fuperfluous to remind you 
of all the other obligations which the pafto- 
ral dignity impofes on you, You are al- 
ready fully inftructed in all the duties which 
the Chriftian Religion requires, living hap- 
pily in the practice of all the virtues: for 
you fhould never fail to have Jefus Chrift 
our Chief, the Prince of all Paftors, before 
your eyes, and {till endeavour to render 
yourfelves as near a copy as poffible of that 
perfect model of Charity, Holinefs, and Hu- 
mility. Our labours,’ our thoughts, can- 
not have a more glorious or more excel- 
lent object than Him, who being the bright- 


nefs 
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nefs of his Father’s glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon, has been pleafed to 
raife us to the quality of Children of God, 
by adoption, and to make us co-heirs with 
himfelf. It is the way to preferve the 
union and alliance of men with Jefus Chrift, 
and to imitate that Divine, Model of pa- 
tience, gentlenefs, and humility. Where- 
fore'it is faid: /cend upon a high mountain, 
ye who preach the Gofpel to Sion. 


If you have an ardent defire to conform 
to thefe duties, it is not poffible but this 
holy ardour muft by fympathy communi- 
cate itfelf from your heart to the breafts 
of all nations, and they become deeply in- 
flamed with it; for the example of the 
Paftor has a virtue and aftonifhing power 
in moving thefouls of the Faithful intrufted 
to his charge. When they. perceive that 
all his thoughts and all his actions are re- 
gulated by the model of all perfection ; 
when they fee him avoid every thing which 
can relifh of aufterity, fiercenefs, and haugh- 
tinefs; and employ himfelf only in works 
which infpire charity, gentlenefs, and 
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your thoughts, your defires, your adtions, 
and your ambition. And do not think, 
our venerable Brethren, that after having 
paffed a Jong time in thefe painful la- 
bours, there will remain nothing more to 
exercife your virtue. Such is the nature of 
our Miniftry, fuch is the condition of a 
Bifhop, that he ought never to fee an end 
to his folicitude and cares; he can never 
give himfelf up to ret, for they whofe 
charity fhould know no bounds, ought to 
admit no bounds to their activity. The 
expectation of an eternal reward, is furely 
capable of rendering all our labour light. 


Ah! what can appear difficult to thofe 
who do not lofe fight of the ineffable hap- 
pinefs which the Lord will fhare with all 
thofe who faithfully watch and increafe his 
flock, when he comes to afk an account of 
their adminiftration! Befide this hope, 
fo fweet and precious, you will find inex- 
preffible joy and confolation in the very la- 
bours of an Epifcopal life. When God 
Almighty feconds our efforts, we fee the 


people ftrictly united by the ties of reci- 
7 procal 
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procal charity, and diftinguifhing them- 
felves by their innocence, candour, and 
piety: we fee a multitude of excellent 
fruits, which our watchings, fatigue, and 
cares, have produced in the fields of the 
Church, 

May we, our moft dear and venerable 
Brethren, by our unanimous and voluntary 
agreement, zeal, and application, revive 
in the time of our Apoftlefhip that flourifh- 
ing ftate of Religion, and reftore all the 
beauty it poffeffed in the firft ages! May 
we be able to. congratulate, and rejoice 


with, you in the Lord! May the God of 
mercy deign to fupport us by the help of 


his grace, and fill our hearts with whatever 
is agreeable to him ! 

In teftimony of our charity, We give 
you, with all poffible affection, and all the 
Faithful of your Churches, the Apoftolical 
Benediction. 


At RomE, St. Mary Mayor, the 12th of December, 


in the Year 1769, and the Firft of our Pontificate. 
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perfonal interefts, but thefe of Re lig'ion 
( your royal pro: 
we have much more 
realon to believe that you will not reje& 
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nave no‘other view 


e 

It is the common caufe of God and 

i Chriftianity, which we at prefent fpeak'of 
ay to you, our moft dear Son in Jefus “hrift, 
tee peti forrow, the worth 
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ah 


long time bah a widodge men, who 
| i do not ceafe to direct againft it the facri- 
ct legious arrows of their perverfe fpirits. - Ic 
may be faid, that there is.a general con- 
{piracy, by the moft audacious efforts, 
utterly to overthrow .whatever is Hie 
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venerable 
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venerable or facred.. They do not blufh 
produce every ree a croud of writings, 
étérnal monument of their folly, in order 


to deftroy even the ‘aril prit Hino by oood 
eno rats, to break the bonds of all Socieiy, 
and to feduce fimple fouls, by. the fatal 
talent which they-pofiefs of fucce {sfully fow- 
ing thefe perverfe doctrines. 

The aftonifhing rapidity of their progrets 
petfuades us, that there can be nothing 
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zeal of our venerable Brethren the Bifhops 


muft,come to ou! afhiitance ; that by unit- 
ing our itrength, we may, with one common 


Oo 


g 
accord, combat the different ‘enemies of 
our Religion, and be avenged of the infults 
daily offered to ic. 

We fee with inexpreffible joy upon this 
occafion, that the Prelates of Your Ma; 
jefty’s great and flourifhing. Empire, at 
prefent affembled in Paris for the affairs 
of the Clergy, enter perfectly into our 
L424 Views; 
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views, and that their paftoral folicitude en- 
gages them to employ every means. of 
{topping the ravages of infidelity. We havea 
perfect confidence that in labouring, as they 
will do, in the caufe of God, they will re- 
ceive abundantly the fpirit of wifdom and 
{trength. It is no fmall confolation to us, 
to fee them apply with fo much zeal to 
the difcharge of fuch important duties. 
But if they have need of the prote@tion 
of the Moft High, they have likewife a 
right to expect from you, our moft dear 
Son, the neceffary helps to affift and 
crown their labours. We therefore pray 
you, as much as in us lies, to favour them 
in whateverthey do for thecaufeof Religion, 
and to fupport them with vigour, Then 
will they give effectual proofs of the zeal 
which animates them, not only for the 
falvation of the Faithful, but for the 
temporal advantage of their Country, and 
alfo for your facred Perfon; for Religion 
being the frmeft fupport of Thrones, it is 
eafy to retain people who obey God, in 
obedience to Kings. 
From 
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Hencesrit is‘ eafy to. be feen, / that 
our cares and folicitude do not tend lets 
to confirm your royal authority, than to 
maintain the interefts of God. Human 
focieties are much more indebted for their 
prefervation and fecurity to the exercife 
of the true worfhip, and the ftability of the 
revealed doétrine, than to the force of arms,, 
or the abundance of riches. 

The true way of drawing down the 
moft precious effects of the Divine mercy 
upon your facred Perfon, and upon the 


Princes’ and Princeffes of your blood, is 


publicly to maintain the Faith and Piety 
in their purity. In doing this you will 
eminently poffefs the art of reigning, the 
art by which your anceftors have always 
fhewn themfelves Moft Chriftian Kings ; 
and you ‘will fupport your own glory and 
theirs, by adding the moft ftriking proofs 
of your Religion to their example. 


This fubject would no doubt require to 


be treated more fully ; but the high opi- 
nion we have of your truly royal piety, 
makes us look upon a long Difcourfe on this 
fubject. as fuperfluous. 
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Whether 
fion of our moft déa 


tt, 
Louis, your. Ausuft Father, and Mott 


Chriftian King, who has permitted you to 
make fuch a facrifice; or look. upon the 

tage which muft thence re- 
fult for the good of the Churchs we canno 
contain. our joy ote adniirarion. 


1 


Viay thanks be rendered to God, the 


; } 1B. ead yy oe 

in-your perfon, fuch a firrking ex Ath te to all 

es ia 7 _11 %T fiers qo 0 

Princes, and all Nations, and has deigned to 
oy Abed DAW ELE A alar 

coniecrate our Pontificate by fo eolorious 


la 
be sihceaite ier delighted with the view of 
the abundant riches which the Lord hath 
p 


heaped’ upon you; and with thar all-divine 
ftrenoth which made you) after thé moft 


ff 


mature reflexions, entinlace a kind of life 
which may be called a fketch of Heaven! 
None but God ‘himfelf could infpire you 
with fuch a generous defien. You have 
learnt, by the favour of his he that 
all the-eranideur : 


S 
vapours: all its 
VADOUTS 5 & BS) pi 


DT. -Biw R 


allits promifes, arrant falfehoods; and laftly, 
that the foul can only find as in. the 


pleafing exercife of the love of God ; and 
t 


Now it is, that, in the port where you 
are at prefent, fheltered from rocks and 
sili you are about to enjoy the moft 
licious. tranquillity ; to tafte, more than 
aid divine pleafures which 
ance of the friends of God. 
‘When we can triumph over. the world, we 
pofiefs the greateft riches, in the midft of 


¢ 


ever, the ho oly 
1\¢ 
at 


are the inher 


indigence. We find: true liberty in re- 
nouncing ourlelves ; grandeur and glory.in 
the depreffions of the profoundeft humi- 
lity. Nothing is comparable to the happi- 
nefs of concentrating all our thoughts, 
and all our defires, in the bofom of God; 
to live with Him alone, to be inflamed with 
the love of Him, and to have no other hope 
but that of pofieffing Him forever. 

May your courage increafe, our moft 
dear Daughter, in proportion as the grace 
of God has been plentifully poured upon 
you: Perfevere, with all your ftrength, 
in 
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in the noble defign which you have formed, 
of proceeding im the way of Salvation. 
Employ yourfelf conitantly with Him, whom 
you have propofed to love and ferve all the 
days of your life: think that the recom. 
pence which is the object of your defires, 
is infinite; and the fruit which you expect, 
incorruptible: By that means you will 
change your toils into delights, and you 
will tafte beforehand the fweets of a hea- 
ven to come. 

The more we reflect upon the generous 
{tep which you have taken, the more we 
rejoice in the hope, that the brilliant 
example will produce in many other people 
the defire of imitating it. You will not 
fail to call to mind.that the King, your 
indulgent Father, having facrificed the 
pleafure-he had in your fociety that he 
might not oppofe your call, you ought to 
employ ‘every means of teftifying your 
gratitude towards him. The. only way to 
acquit yourfelf is, to pray continually to 
God, to make him happy in this life, and 
in that which is to come. 
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Your zéal for the Church, which is well 
known to us, together with your refpectful 


; T 
attachnient to the Holy See, ar& new nio- 
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tives of joy and confolation; for we are 
clLVes J 


pis will dpply conftantly 


rticular wants, as well as 


ine We offer you in ac+ 
of all thefé good offieé 


q 
VO9 
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which you can éxpe& 


rnal tendernefs, Nothing 
val the extreme defiré which we 
| | have. to {econd your pious ifténtidns, and 
Me to’ promote the fervour with’ which you 
sof virtue. And’ althoueh 


convinced of your se 


P 
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we will willingly give to 
ture Confeffor the pow 

Rule,. and: even to ai. 
every cafe where your 
keep pace’. with your 
lat, we grant you, in 


virtue of our Apoftolical authority, a‘ full 
| gence every time you ap= 
ible 


3 and to teftify 
we erant the fame’ 


loly Dae in Jefus 


oOo 


Chrift, 
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ne 


Chrift, your worthy Companions, and make 
them participators with .you in our Apof- 
tolical Benediction. 


Given at RomME, 9th May, 14 70, the firft Year of our 
Pon tifi cate. 


To His Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY, 
TIeorOnel Ie Si OSV; 


ON THE SUBJECT OF MADAME LOUISE 
TAKING THE HABIT. 


Our MOST DEAR Son In Jesus Cuais7, 
ALL Heattu! 
I is proper that at the fame time we 
i writes to our moft dear Daughter in 
Jefus Chrift, the Princefs Louifa Maria, 
to congratulate her on the greatnefs of her 
acrifice, we pour forth our joy into the 
paternal bofom of your Maj jetty. You 
1 eae 


have given us the greatelt delight; and 


1 
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the more fo, as you have had the .prin- 
cipal fhare in fo remarkable and fo folendid 


i 
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an action. But ‘an vat fills our Soul 


infinite fatisfaction, is, that after havine 
Oo 
applauded th the penerous proceec ling of " 
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Auguft Daughter, you have fhewn extra-- 
ordinary courage, in feparating yourfelf 
from her, notwithftanding the ineftimable: 
qualities which rendered her fo dear to 
you; and that as foon as you believed you 
heard the voice of Religion, you ftifled-the 
call of Nature, and have only feen a fu- 
ture Spoufe for Jefus Chrift, in her who was 
your beloved Daughter. Thus you your- 
felf have opened the way to Heaven to 
a pious Princefs who defired with ardour to: 
enter it; and you have contributed, by your 
generous approbation, to fecure her from 
the dangers which furround human life, and 
the tumultuous waves which diftra& it. 

I fee her in the holy retreat which the 
hath ‘chofen, teaching the whole world 
that there is nothing more nee nor more 
vain, than all the delights and all the 
grandeur of this life ; tial they are 
to be looked upon only as rocks, which 
often become the lamentable caufe of a 
multitude of evils, by oppofing the acqui- 
fition of eternal aS ppineis, 


The 
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The fhare which you have had in fo pious 
an action, ought to give you the greateft 
confidence in the prayers of your illuftrious 
Daughter: fhe will never ceafe to pray to 
God for your Auguft Perfon, your Royal 
Family and your whole Kingdom, and, 
what fhould {till more intereft your Majefty, 
for the falvation of your foul, It is a 
powerful interceffion which you have ob- 
tained in the fight of the Almighty; and 
it much concerns you to derive every 
poffible advantage from an event which 
Providence has permitted for your good. 

We with, in the fulnefs of our heart, 
that you would receive the teftimonies of 
our affection, as the tender overflowings of 
the heart of a Father who dearly loves 
you, and who is no lefs zealous for your 
glory and happinefs than his own. To 
convince you of it, we give you, our moft 
dear Son in Jefus Chrift, in the moft affec- 
tionate manner poflible, our Apoftolical 
Benedigtion, as an undoubted proof of 
the fingular love that, &c. 


Given at Rome, 9th May, 1770, and the Firft of our 
Pontrficate. 


A SECOND 


{uch a 
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ales a the:-hands of 
Brother; Bernardin}, ‘Areht 
bifhop of ae our Nuneid in Ordiz 
haty to Your Majefty, 


: § 
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From the firftt news we received of her 


generous defign, he fpirit 
of God acting in il ma 


1 £ ; x > Derpralet. an 
on the foul of this Auguft Princes; a 
we found ourfelves affected with the Krong- 
éit defire to: go in perfon to perform the 


thea ]/ A Be: ase Ry | wri Pol aa 
ceremony of the Veffure, which our Nun- 
e. Tah of gs ET ee 
clo is to perform, and thereby 
the luftre and folemnity of. fo great 
el ead: UR =e aa wethling Bi pty ee Pink tn al Go ay 05 SEY» 
But the diftance makine it impoffible, we 
fhall ac f nil rat daAa{yese + mart Wey 
a aCCOMpiuin OULr Geilres i Part, vy 
charging our Nuncio, our Brother above- 
me : Ad AAT es eal 
named, with this auguft duty. We will 


feem to affift in fome fort ourfelves, and 


lead our moft dear daughter in Jefus 
Chrift to the nuptials of her Divine Spoute: 


We pray you to: approve of the Letters 
eA we have addreffed’on that fubye& t 
he Nuncio who reprefents us; and we per- 


ah ourfelves that. you will 
ifpofition 


the more willingly, as thefe difpofitions have 
no other motive than our zeal and affection 


for your Majetty. 


Asa certain pledge of thefe fen- 
timents, and as a happy prefage of the 
divine 


236 A SECOND LETTER 


divine blefling, receive our A poftolical Bene- 
diction. We give it with all the tendernefs 
of a Father to you, and to all your Auguftt 
Children, efpecially the pious ‘Prince{fg who 
is the memorable fubject of our gladnefs. 


Given at Rome, the 18th of July, 1770, the fecond: 
Year of our Pontificate. 


SECON Dol Beta 
TO MADAM LOUISE, OF FRANCE. 


Ovur Most DEAR DaucHTER IN Jzsus 
Curist, att Heauta! 


A, * laft the moft glorious and the moft 
fa fortunate day of your life approaches; 
a day on which, by the moft facred and 
intimate ties, you are to become the Spoufe 
of Jefus Chrift himfelf; and devote to him. 
all your defires, all your thoughts, and all 
your actions. 

We were tranfported with joy, and we 
applauded your magnanimity, from that mo- 
ment, when, treading the vanities of the 
world under your feet, you renounced the 
delights of the moft brilliant Court, to 
confine 
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confine yourfelf to the obfcurity of the 
Cloifter, and there to make trial of the 
moit humble and moft mortifying life; 
but your public profeffion, by which you 
are about to make Heaven and earth 
witneffes of your generous facrifice, com- 
pletes our joy. Never forget that the 
Lord, by calling you from the bofom 
of grandeur to live under the fhadow of 
the Crofs, marked you with the Seal of 
Predeftination, The higher the rank you 
held in the world, the more is his good- 
nefs remarkable, and the more ought your 
foul to be penetrated with love and gra- 
titude. 


All the feftivals of this age have nothing 
to compare with that creat day, when, le 
by the infpiration of Grace, you hall 
give yourfelf up intirely to God, and fo- 
lemnly take him for your inheritance. 

Would to Heaven, our deareft Daugh- 
ter, that it were pofible for us to affift in 
perfon at this auguft ceremony, to be not 
only a witnefs, but likewife the Minifter 
of fuch an heroic facrifice! Neverthelefs, 
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our perfon, as your Father in Jefus Chrif, 
the favourable attention of the Lord, and 
to pray continually for theChurch in- 
trufted to our care. And now that you 
are more intimately attached to her, you 
ought to intereft yourfelf more than ever 
in what concerns either her advantage or 
olory. On your part, you may be per- 
fuaded that we will continually beg of 
God to blefs your pious refolutions, and that 
you may increafe more and more in his holy 
love. 

Receive, as a pledge of our paternal af- 
fection, our Apoftolical Benediction; we 
give it you with all our heart, and like- 
wife to all the Order of Carmelites, with 


whom you are about to be affociated for 
ever. 


Given at Rome, at St. Mary-Mayjor, under the 
FIs HERMAN’S-RING, the 14th of Auguft, 1771, 
and the third Year of our Pontificate, 


LETTER 


LO T HE 


et Ee Le ery 


TO MONSIGNOR GIRAULT, ARCHBISHOP O 
aes: NUNCIO TOHIS MOST CHRIS- 
TIAN MAJESTY. 


AND APOSTOLICAL BeneEpicTroy ! 


Ais learned that the Princefe 


- 


Louife-Marie of France, our moft 


dear Daughter in Jefus Chrift, retire ed to 
the Monaftery of the Bare-footed Carme- 
lites of St. Denis, defires with the moft 
lively ardour to embrace their holy inftitu- 


tion, in order to fatisfy her devotion, 
ought to receive the habit at your hands 
as being Superior of the Order, 


Sefs 


f ion, 


» born in 


t 
f the delights at erandeur of 
C 


voting herfelf to the moft auftere and re- 
tired life, I cannot help admiris ng, and at 


i ' ie ae 
tne lame time acknowledging the im 


fion of the Holy Ghoft, fo as to fay. ¢]j 


the 
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deeply penetrated on this occafion, that 
to accord withthe inexpreffible fentiments 
of the zeal with which we are animated, 
and the joy which tranfports us, we charge 
you to perform this ceremony in our name. 

Thus then, to give to this holy, and 
celebrated Office all the luttre which it 
merits, and all the folemnity of which it is 
fufceptible, we {pecially depute you, our 
venerable Brother, and delegate you to act 
for us in our place. 

This interefts us the more deeply, as 
we {hall believe we are there prefent, to 
fee with our own eyes with what holy 
tranfports our moft dear Daughter in Jefus 
Chrift will unite herfelf, with all her heart, 
to her heavenly Hufband. 


- Befides this, as we are defirous to aug- 
ment the general fatisfaction of the Order, 
and to render it more complete, by giving 
to all thofe who compofe it the fpiritual 
treafures of the Church; by the effect of 
our good-will, we grant plenary indulgence 
to all the Bare-footed Carmelites of the 


kingdom of France, who, on the day of 
the 
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the Princefs taking the habit, fhall partake 
of the Sacraments of Penitence and the 
Eucharift, and implore the mercy of the 
Almighty for the exaltation of the Holy 
Catholic Church, for our moft dear fon in 
Jefus Chrift. Louis Moft Chriftian King 
of France, fer his Children, for the Royal 
Family, and particularly for the Princefs 
who is at prefent the fubject of our joy, 
and who is to begin her Noviciate in the 
noft auftere and facred ftate; that new 
grace may be heaped upon her from day 
to day; that fhe may become more the or- 
nament of her Order by the regularity of 
her life, than by the fplendor of her 
name.— And you, our venerable Brother, 
we defire you diligently to inform all whom 
it may concern, of the falutary favour with 
which we are willing to gratify them: and 
for a proof of our Pontifical good-will, we 
sive you, &c. 


RomME, 18 July, 1770, the fecond Year 
of our Pontificate. 


aE TTER 


Le EB Te Pee 


TO HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY. 


OuR MOST DEAR SON In Jesus CurISsT, 
ALL HEALtTu! 
H VERY time we think of your il- 
14 luftrious Daughter, Louife-Marie of 
France, who in Jelus Chrift is likewife 
urs, we blefs God that he hath fo infpired 
her.— We have conftantly before our eyes 
the great example which fhe fets to the 
| 
to this age, and will be the admiration of 
pofterity. The nearer the moment of the 
facrifice appro ‘Aine the more we redouble 
our prayers, and the more we defire to de- 
clare to you the fentiments which attach 
us to your perfon, by rendering the tribute 
of praife which is due to you for the part 
you have taken in this iat event, of 
sich the Church is to be the witnefs. 

a ie edly youcouldnot - better than 
fecureto yourfelf a fupport in the prayers 
and vows of her who is totally devoted -to 
your 
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your perfon, and is intirely agreeable to 
God. In this your wifdom is as eminent 
as your Religion; and it is that which per- 
fuades us, at the fame time, that the Di- 


vine goodnefs will make you reap the 
p 


ereateft advantage from fo favourable an 
event, We congratu late you with all our 
heart, and app sland ourfelves, beczufe the 


union with our mot dear Daughter in Jefus 
Chrift will become more {trong than ever. 
Our greateft defire would be to tie thefe 
knots ftill:more clofe, by prefiding at the 


fap 


ceremony which we fee approaching, and 


receiving in perio yn the moft folemn vows 


which the aor tender piety can pronounce. 


We are the more penetrated with this 
thought, as it would be a moft happy occa- 
fion of converfing with you, of embracing 
you, and fhewing you in our eyes, and on 
our countenance, the fentiments with which 
you infpire us. Then our paternal tender- 
nefs and our paftoral charity fhining forth, 
would aifure you in the ftrongeft manner 
But-alas! we are 
fo 


affeé tion. 


M 


of our intire < 
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fo unfortunately firuated, as to have that 
fatisfaction only in idea. 

As to any other advantages, we have 
endeavoured to procure them, notwith- 
{tandine our abfence ; having chofen our 
venerable Brother the Archbifhép of Das 
mafcus to fupply our place, and civen 
him the moft fpecial and extenfive powers 
for that purpofe, as we before did, when we 
gave him commiffion to reprefent us at the 
ceremony of taking the Habit. 

Being informed that your Majefty then 
approved of the manner in which we had 
difpofed thefe things for the ceremony of 
giving the Habit to our Auguft Princefs, 
we flatter ourfelves that you will equally 
approve at prefent of the fame difpofitions. 

We earneftly pray you, then, to join in 
our views with your ufual goodnefs, and 
afford us the confolation to fee our place 
{upplied by him that reprefents us. 

Receive, as the beft proof which we can 
sive of our attachment, our Apoftolical 
Benediction, which, as a pledge of all the 
benedictions of Heaven, ~fhall extend to 
your 


treet een 
RHA 
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your auguft race, and over your whole 7 
kingdom, if our prayers are heard. le 


Given at RoE, at St. Marre-Mayjor’s, under the \ 
FisHERMAN’S-RING, the 14th of Auguft, 177,15 | 
the third Year of our Pontificate. 


A iH Z 
ony eas nigel ck | 
TO THE DUKE OF PARMA. i@ 


T would be very difficult to exprefs all 
#. the fatisfaction which your Letter gave 
us, in which we find fentiments of the 
moft tender affection. We are the more 
happy at prefent to receive fuch marks of 
your friendfhip, as we have always been 
moft fingularly attached to you, and have 
never ceafed to interef{t ourfelves in what- 
ever could concern you. : 

We congratulate ourfelves, at the fame 


time, on your having received with all pof- 
fible good-will the teftimonies of our 
friendfhip, (on account of the illuftrious 
offspring that ‘will one day be the heir of 
your virtues) and the proof of our acknow- 
ledgements for the zeal with which you la- 
M 4 boured | 


th 


| ot @ Dir asa 3p ye _ os 
Chriftian. Majefty. y it you have com- 
hidid Obl £25 ies o ee Pahraiie:. raat eh erekdo 
: pee RLU Lili’ proos Ol you! piety COW a! cad 
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tie rioly see, and have taken a itep equally 
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whicn you have employed with our dear 
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Kings your Grandfather, Uncle, and 

Coufin, to engage them to erafe from their 
d mifunderftandin 
and to reftore to us the 
ya non, Benevento, and Porto Corvo, can- 
| not fail to be moft effe@tual. You do us 
| juitice in being convinced of our extreme 
lave for peace and concord, particularly 
with the vee Houfe of ig eae which 


«>. ] ya VA} "a ety a 
Tae in g snérals We never doubted 


or 


2 ¢ 1 +. of 
Religion and wifdom of t 
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vereigns would infpire them with the fame 
pa ific fentiments which we cherith in our 


| Be ab 
| own breaft. We conceive the ftrongeft 
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hopes from your mediation, becaufe of 
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| your royal virtues, and the love which your 
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you. They will join with more zeal to 
fecond your good intentions, when they 
fee peace and harmony reftored from the 
fame fource from whence the mifunder- 
ftanding and difagreement had proceeded. 
In return, we will feize every opportunity 
of proving to you,in the moft diftinguifhed 
manner, our gratitude and affection. 


We give you, with all the tendernefs of 


a paternal affection, our Apoftolical Bene- 
diction, as likewife to your virtuous Spoufe, 
and to your dear new-born Son; and we 
pray the Almighty God that you may in- 
creafe in virtue from day to day, and ac- 
quire that glory which he hath referved 
for the Elect. | 


ECOND 
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TO THE DUKE OF PARMA. 


A™ foon as we were informed of the pains 
ou had taken to reconcile us with 
the Kings our moft dear Sons in Jefus 
Chrift, and reftore to the Holy See its 
ancient poffeffions, we refolved to render 
you aur moft fincere thanks. Now that 
your wildom has compleated this great 
work, we muft publicly proclaim our joy 
and gratitude. We affure you that we 
will never forget this generous proceeding, 
which has procured us fuch fignal advan- 
taces; andthat the paternal tendernefs which 
we haveforyou, is equal toyour great virtues, 
We therefore pray, in the fulnefs of our 
heart, for whatever can contribute to your 
glory and happinefs. The Marquis de 
Trane. to whom we are tenderly attached, 
on account of his merit and fervices to us, 
has doubtlefs declared to you what our 
fentiments are with regard to you. It is 
>) cement them more and more, that we 
continually 


continually pray to God to fecond, by 
the abundance of his heavenly gifts, the 
Apoftolical Benediction with which we 
falute you as the moft certain pledge of 
our affection, &c. 
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To our DEAR Son PETER FRANCIS 
BOUDIER, ar present SUPERIOR- 
GENERAL or BENEDICTINES, or THE 
CONGREGATION or St. MAUR; anp 
GRAND-PRIOR or tHe ROYAL AB- 
BEY or Sr. DENIS, 


CoLtE ME} N. Po UX: 


To ourR DEAR Son, HeantuH anp Apos- 
TOLICAL BENED 
YZ OUR Letter, dictated by refped, 
attachment, and moft tender love, 
evidently proves the joy which you and 
your Congregation felt upon our eleva- 
tion to the Sovereign Pontificate. Your 
fentiments for the Apoftolical Chair were 
already known to us, and the new teftimoe- 
nies which you give us of them, were not 


M 6 wanted: 
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wanted to perfuade us of your attachment 
to he Holy See. 

Ve have hkewife been very fenfible of 
the Senouiarnt of zeal, to which you 
and your Congregation have added a new 
value, in begging the Father of Mercies 
to fupport and fortify our weaknefs, by 
his powerful cee in the adminiftration of 
fuch an important employment. 

As to the paced es which you -have 
formed of Us, We {ee nothing but your 
indulgence, your filial love, and the ardent 

zeal with which you are animated for Us. 
On Our part, We exceedingly defire to 
have iome opportunity of teftifying all the 
od-will we bear towards you, and thofe 
vho are fubmitted to your care, In the 
mean time, as a pledge of our paternal 
tendernefs, We give to you, Our dear 
Son, and to your Brethren, with the fulleft 
effufion of Our heart, Our Apoftolical 
Benediction, 


Given at Ro ME at St, Marie-Mayjor, under the 
FISHERMAN’S RING, the rith Auguft, 1769, and 
the firft of our Pontificate. 


BENEDICT STAY. 
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To ouR DEAR SON BODDAERT, PRIOR- 
GENERAL or THE OrpDER oF GUIL- 
LELMITES. 

Co nea Neer eee 
To OUR DEAR SON, HEALTH AND APOSTO- 
LICAL BenepicrTion ! 
HE joy which you teftify at Our ad- 
vancement to the Sovereign Ponti- 
cate, agrees with the attachment which 
your Order has along time had for us. 
We do not doubt aie your adding to 
thofe exterior proofs of your zeal, the affift- 
ance of your prayers to God that he will 
deign to help our weaknefs; and therefore 
we at prefent beg the continuance of them, 
as the effect of your charity for us. As to 
our fentiments with regard to you, the 
inftances which we have formerly given of 
our good-will towards you, fuffici iently fhew 
what you may expect. Be affured that 
our new dignity, far from leffening that 
good-will, has rather increaied it; cipe- 
cially after the teftimony you nape eee 
us, that having carefully vifited the Mo- 
nafteries of your Order, you ta ite 


them 


<2 TFET 
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them obedient to the Rules of their Inftitu- 
tion, This affurance on your part has 
given us the greateft pleafure;—it redoubles 
the tendernefs which we have for you ; and 
to give you a pledge of it, we grant to you, 
our dear Son, and to all the Order intruft- 
ed to your care, with all the effufion of 
our heart, Our Apoftolical Benediction. 


Given at Rome, at St. Mary-Mayjor, under the 
Fifherman’s Ring, the 9th of July, 1769. and the 
Ce, 4 Be 9 
Firft of our Pontificate. 


BENEDICT STAY. 


So Pe> Bd | SS 


SPOKEN By CLEMENT XIV.1N THE SECRET 
CoNnSISTORY HELD THE 21ft SEPTEMBER, 


B70 
On THE SuByEcT oF THE RECONCILIATION: 
oF PORTUGAL WITH THE CouRT oF RoME. 
Lo feems, Our venerable Brethren, that 

hath chofen this day, the 
twenty-fourth of the month, for me to 
notify to you the great event on account 


Providence 


of which we are aflembled in this place; 
the anniverfary of my arrival in Rome; of 
me advancement to the Purple, however 
nworthy of the honour; and laftly, the 

2 day. 
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cay on which I am to announce to you a 
full and entire reconciliation with the 
Court of Portugal. 

We have juft received the moft fincere 
and the moft eminent: proofs of the. fub- 
miffion and zeal of his Moft Faithful 
Majefty:—they have even furpaffed our 
expectation. Not only the fame old cuf- 
toms and’ attachment which had ever 
before fubfifted between us and that 
Crown are now again renewed, but like- 
wife confirmed in fuch a manner that they 
have acquired new ftreneth. 

When we foretold what has jut now 
happesed, we founded our hopes upon the 
faith and piety of our moft dear Son in 
Jefus Chrift, who at all times gave the 
moft-unqueftionable proofs of his zeal for 
the true religion, The day we were in- 
formed of his reconciliation, increafed the 
glory ‘and advantage of the Holy See, by 
filling us with confolation and joy. There 
is, therefore, nothing which we ought not 
to undertake to teltify our acknowledge- 
ments to his Moft Faithful Majefty, and 
no wifh which we ought not to form for 


his 


Ly) 
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his prefervation, and that of Marie-Anne- 
Viétoire, his auguft and dear Spoufe, who 
rivalled him in her great zeal to bring about 
this accommodation. Th he Count d’Oyeras, 
Secretary of State, is equally deferving of 
our gratitude and praife,; and we fhould 
not forget t] the Governor of Almada, Minif- 
ter Plenipotentiary with Us; and whom 
we have often heard, with the greateft joy, 
declare to us the pious ‘and laudable 
entiments of his Moft Faithful Majefty. 
As there is no method more proper to ac- 
quit ourfelves of our gratitude to a Prince 
fo deferving of praife, than to pray God to 
rofper him; let us beg of him continually 
to grant us that great favour, &c, 
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wards him, but by our tears and our 
repret. 
Ww 


3 


Nevertheleis, let us adore the decrees of 


Me 


Divine Providence ; and. in ici to 


the wi ll of the Almi tehty, upon w the 
fate of Kings abfolutely prt ‘ti us 
acknowledge that all is directed by his 
wifdom, and for-his glory. 


Nothing but this renee yn to the Di- 
vine will can leffen our forrow. Weno 
fooner learned the d anger es ae t] 
King’s life was ee n oy than wea 
drefied our moft fervent prayers. to’ Hea- 
ven, to obtain- his recovery. All France 


united thei ‘fupplications with ours, and all 


he Raval. Baril GEE ‘rents of 
the Royal Family, fhedding torrents of 
tears, acquitted themfelves’ of the fame 
x Ba Th ae é -1 
duty’; acl our teat ae 


who ee Sie holy retreat “a her 
pious hands towards Heaven, and gave 
vent to the deepeft forrow. 

If our vows have not been heard, we 
have at leaft a lively hope that our prayers 
may 


may be ufeful for the répofe of his foul, 
and procure him eternal glory. 

Our hope is founded upon the love which 
he always profeffed for the Catholic Reli- 
gion; his attachment to the Holy See; his 
good intentions towards us, of which he 
gave us proofs to the laft moment; and 
laftly, upon the fincere repentance which 
he teftified in prefence of his whole Court, 
begging pardon of God, and his kingdom, 
for the errors of his life, and defiring to 
live only to repair them. 

The fame prayers which we have put up 
in fecret for the repofe of his foul, We 
fhall put up alfo.in public: yet That thall 
not hinder us from remembering him be- 
fore God, to the laf hour of our life. 

We fhould declare to you, our venerable 
Brethren, upon this occafion, that. Louis- 
Auguftus, our moft dear Son in. Jefus 
Chrift, Grandfon of the late King, fucceeds 
to the Eftates and Kingdoms of his Grand- 
father, inheriting, at the fame time, all the 
heroic virtues of the Auguft Houfe of 
Bourbon, 


We 
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We: already know his zeal and attach- 
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ing you our perfect fatisfaction upon 
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jubject, we obferve yours to fhine forth; 
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Knowing that you’are perfuaded, as well 
& 


as we are, that he is a moft faithful inter 


preter both of the King’s intentions Hi 
urs, in order to pre oe ve a happy har- 


mony. 

Let us by our moft ardent prayers con- 
jure the Almighty, from whom Kings 
hold their crowns and kingdoms, to fhed 


his 
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his moft abundant bleffin 1s upon our moft 


dear fon in Jefus Chrift, Louis- Aucuttus 


of France, that in the courfe of ° his reign 


he may enjoy all profperity, and live in 
fuch a manner as to be ufeful to the c 

of Religion, and advantageous to the il- 
luftrious French nation 
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Jefus Chrift our Lord We Author. of 
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our Salvation, not fatisfied with procuring 
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to man, by his death and paffion,: a deli- 


ws 


1 


rerance from the old flavery of 
turn to life and liberty, an exaltatio 
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the fublime title of being Co-heirs to his 
glory, and Children of God; has added to 
all thefe favours one infinitely precious, 
and deftined for. thofe, who, having been 
drawn afide by human frailty, and their 
own perverfenefs, have unfortunately for- 
feited the right they had to the Divine in- 
heritance. By the power which he gave-to 
the Prince of Apoftles to remit fins, when 
he intrufted him with the keys of the king- 
dom of Heaven, he has procured to finners 
a means of expiating their fins, of recover- 
ing their firft innocence, and receiving 
the fruits of Redemption. As it is the only 
means they poffefs, who have deviated from 
the law of the Lord, to re-enter into friend- 
fhip with God, and to arrive at eternal fal- 
vation, - the fucceflors of St. Peter, the 
heirs of his power, have never had any 
thing more at heart than to fummon all 
finners to the divine fource of mercy, to 
offer and promife pardon to true penitents, 
and to invite even thofe who are held in 
heavy chains of fin to the hopes of a re. 
miffion, 


vy neganld eins 
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re 


Althotigh, in the exercife of a duty o 
this importance, fo neceflary for man’s f{al- 


vation, it has never interrupted the cares 
of their Apoftolical Miniftry; they have 


neverthelefs judged proper to chufe and a 
fix, in the courfe of ages, certain remarkable | e 
periods for engaging finners to foften the 
Divine wrath, to embrace penitence as the ig 


only plank which remains after fhipwreck , | 
and that by the hope of a more ample har- 4 

eft of graces and pardons, and by the S 
public and general liberty to fhare the trea- 
fures of indulgence of which they are the 
depofitories.--And that no generation might 
be deprived of the precious advantages at- 
tached to thefe times of relaxation, they 
have fixed the return of every twenty-fifth 
-year as the year of Jubilee, the holy year, 


aa hae eee 


the year of grace and remiffion, which 
they have ordered to be opened in the City 
which is looked upon as the center and feat : 
of Religion. Ld 

We then, in conformity with fo falutary 3 | 
a cuftom, and one of thefe privileged years a 
being at hand, are anxious to announce it ue 
to all of you, our dear Children, who are 
united 
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united in the profeffion of the fame faith 
with us, and the holy Roman Catholic 
Church; and we exhort you to labour for 
the good of your fouls, and to profit by 
fuch means of fanétification as can be the 
molt effectual. We offer you a fhare of 
all the riches of the Divine mercy and cle- 
mency which have been intrufted to us ; 
and chiefly of thofe which have their origin 
f Jefus Chrift.. We ail 
ill the gates-of the rich 


f£ fatisfactions derived from the 


%, s J : : Co is Le 
merits of the Holy Mother of God, the 
rh] aig Wee 
holy Apoftles, the blood of Martyrs, and 
7 rks Teg Cc. = f, Pa 
the good works of all the Saints, fo great 


and fincere is our defire to facili 


os 


ae recovery of Ai nd reconciliation. 

Now, as nothing contributes more 
the multitude of ale: which may be ex- 
ye€ted from the communion of the Saints ; 
united to their auguft fociety, we with them 
compofing the body of the Church, which 
is one indivifible, and that of Jefus Chrift 
himfelf, whofe blood purifies. us, enlivens 


us, and puts us in a condition to be ufeful 
to one another; to give more luftre to 


ain ba 
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the immenfity of his love and mercy, to 
render more fenfible the {treagth and in- 
finite efficacy of his Paffion, and his merits; 
the Redeemer of mankind hath been pleafed 
to difperfe the effects of it over all the 
Members of his myftick body, that they 
may more eafily afliit one another, by the 
communication of their reciprocal h elp and 
advantages. His intention was In this 
effociation fo wifely contrived, of which 
his moft precious blood is the BecuAniEE ; 
and the union of hearts the whole ftrength, 
to induce the tendernefs of the Eternal Fa- 
ther to grant his mercy to us, by prefent- 
ing to Him the invaluable price of the 
blood of his Son, the merits of Saints, and 
the power of their fuffrages, as the mott 
effectual motives to determine him, 
We invite you then to dink of this 
overflowing ftream of indulgence, to en- 
rich yourle siee in the inexhauftible trea- 
fures of the Church; and, according to the 
cuftom and inflitution of our anceftors, the 
content of our venerable Brethren the Car. 
dinals, &c. 
0. all of you, then, who are the Children 
of the Church, do not let {ip the prefent 
occafion, this favourable time, thefe falu- 
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tary days, without employing them to ap- 
peafe-the juitice of God, and obtain your 
Do not bring, as an excufe for 


paraon i 
your delay, the fatigues of the voyage, the 


‘troubles of the journey.---When we pro- 
pofe to load you with the gifts of heavenly 
Grace, to introduce you into the Taber- 
nacles of the Lord, is it proper for you 
to Jet yourfelves be difmayed by inconve- 
niences, or obftacles, which never deter 
thofe whofe curiofity or the thirft of gain 
daily lead to the moft diftant regions? 
Even thofe toils which might difmay you, 
beipe undertaken from fo ‘Abbe a motive, 


cs 
1 


will afift you infinitely in reaping the mott 
abundant fruits from your penitence, For 
this reafon, the Church has always looked 
upon the old cuflom of Pilgrimages 
as fingularly ufeful, being perfuaded, that 
the difagreeable inconveniences which ne- 
ceffarily attended them, are fo many com- 
penfations for paft fins, and convincing 
proofs of fincere repentance. If the ac- 
tivity of your zeal, the axdour of your 
fhould kindle to, fuch a de- 
sree as to make you forget your fatigues, 
or even to jefen them, be not alarmed; 
for that holy joy. will aceelerate® your 


recORe- 


reconciliation, and make a ee 


you were charged with, ie el will be 
forgiven him who bath uuch lovee 

Haften then to the City of sian come 
and fill yourfelves with -the abundance 
which reigns in the houfe of the Lord: 
Every thing here will Icad you to repen- 
tance; even the a of this City, the 
ordinary habitation of Faith and Pikey, t he 
fepulchre of Apoftles, the tis tee of Martyrs. 
When you fee this land-which was fprinkled 
with their blood, when the numberlets 


veftiges of their fanctity prefent themfelves 
to you on every fide, it will be impoffible 
s 


for you to refift that fevere repentance which 
will prefs upon you, for having withdrawn 
from the rules and laws which hey fol- 
lowed, and which yeu pronifed to follow. 
You will find in the dignity of the Divine 


y 
worfhip, in the majefty of the Temples, .a 
powerful voice which will remind you that 


you are the Temple of the Living ae 


that he will animate you to adorn it, and 


merly had an inclination to profane it, and 
to grieve the Holy Spirit, What mutt 


fuppart your refolution, will be the groans 
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and tears of a ereat number of Chriftians; 
whom you will fee lamenting their errors, 
and foliciting their pardon with God. Very 
foon the fentiments of forrow and piety, 
which you will witnefs, fhall pafs into 
your hearts with a quicknels which mutt 
furprife you. 

But to this holy forrow, this religious 
mourning, the moft age confolations 
will not fal to fucceed, when you fee a 
multitude of people and. nations running 
in crouds to practife works of juftice and 
repentance. Can you then ever hope for a 
more agreeable, a more ravifhing fpectacle, 
than that of giving to the whole world a 
fenfible image of the glorious triumph of 
the Crofs, and of Religion? At leaft, o 
our part, we fhall be happy on occafion of 
the almoft univerfal re-ugion of the Chil- 

ren of the Church; perfuaded that we 
fhall find for ourfelves, in the mutual ef- 
forts of ycur charity and piety, an ample 
fuperabundance of help and refources: for 
we have the fulleft confidence, that when 
you fhall have fupplicated with us the Di- 
vine Diftributor of Grace for the preferva- 
tion of the Faith, for the return of thofe 
people who have feparated from us, for the 
tranquility 
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tranquility of the Church, and the happi- 
nefs of the Chriftian Princes, you will be- 
fore your God remember your common 
Father, who heartily loves you and pro- 
cure, by your vows and intreaties, the 
ftrength neceffary for our weaknels, to 
fapport the immenfe load which has been 
inpofed upon us. 

And you, our venerable Brethren, Pa- 
triarchs, Primates, Archbifhops and Bi- 
fhops, join in our folicitude; charge your- 
felves with our duties and your own; de- 
clare to the people who are intruflted to 
you, thefe times of pénitence and propitia- 
tion; employ all your cares, and all your 
authority, as much as is poffible on this 
favourable occafion for obtaining pardon, 
which our paternal love has brought forth 
for the whole Chriftian world, according 
to the ancient practice of the Church, to 
produce good fruit for the falvation of 
fouls. May they hear you explain fuch 
works of humility and Chriftian charity as 
they ought to practife, that they may be 
better difpofed to receive the fruits of the 
Heavenly Grace which is offered to their 
wants! May they learn, both by your pre- 
cepts and example, that they ought to 
have 


BULL? F OR Aas 


} a) > ‘te e z 
have recourfe to faftings, prayer, and 


: 7) 
aims-P lying 
al 
Tf thara hea any am c y 3 
di there pe any among you, Our vene- 
n | ie eae ry = r a al arr ats 
rable Brethren, who will take upon you, 


> 


: Paftoral labours, 
hat of being yourfelves the conductors of 
< fowards the City, 


‘: 7... } Re ae fe Kem Le OE 68 +0 
he Citadel of Relicton, and from 


} “ a cs WP Save AE ae ES Re - 
wnence the 101 C3} ed Ina Leence ipring, 
aA t * 
you may be that we will receive 
TK 1 | ly ga Titty C f t » ae 
y ul Liéh in & 24 } KOH E'S Mg ¥ Cj! ike it a § 
} f: 1 4 a Toad 
tender father. Independent of the jutire 
& 

i 1 1} {] x7 
ee ie ! Ss igs aay aa a a Pe ee 
which they will procure to our jiolemnity, 
} . i} Pa 3. ee r {i h = 7 1a fa 
tne cy Wii eis ENavulty As 1¢ 1. PGI a= 
+e r17a C. e Lap 4 1 eee AYIAWS ly Anonue to 
tigues, arter-2UCn MErifoOF1oUs fab Ours, i) 

-t. . } oa 1 L, aac 4 Wi | eae sie Bi 
reap the moi ample nat veit or tne Oirts Ox 
f : 


Divine mercy 3 and at ther return with the 
reft of their flock, they will have the cen 
folation of diftributing to them this pre- 
cious ftore. 

We do not doubt that our moft dear 


1 
i 


Sons, the Emperor, the Kings, and all the 
Chriftian Princes, will aflitt us with their 
authority in the vows which we make for 
the falvation of fouls, fo that they may 
have the happy fuccefs which we expec. 
We exhort them, with all our foul, to con- 
cur with us in fuch a manner as may 
correfpond with their love of Religion, 
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wae the zeal of our venerable Brethren the 

ifhops ; to favour their undert aking, and 
to procure fafety. and convenience on the 
roads.to all Pilgrims. They cannot but 
know, that fuch cares mutt. contribute 
greatly to the tranquility of their reign; 
and that God will be the more propitio 
and favourable to them, the more ig 
fhew themfelves attentive to increafe his 
glory for the good of the People 

But in the end, that thefe Prefents may 
come, &c, 

Given at Roms, at St. MarieE-Mayor, &c, 


Year of our Lorn, 1774. the zath of May, and 
the sth Year of our Pontificate. 
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THIS Bull, with which I finith this 
collection, may be looked upon as the 
Ieftament of Clement XIV. Death, which 
from. that time, was ready to feize him, 
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was fo agreeable to all the crowned heads, 
and beloved by the whole world. Some 
recollected the goodnefs with which he had 
received them ; others, his love of wifdom 
and peace 5 while he himfelf, regardle{s of 
the fevere ills which he endured, employed 
his interrupted refpiration in fighing to 
FJeaven for the obtaining the kingdom of 
truth and concord upon Earth, and to leave 
after him fome veftiges of his love for 
peace and juftice. 

I was defirous to procure fome of the 
Letters he wrote during the fix laft 
months of his life, which was a time of 
trial and pain, but could not poffibly ob- 
tain them. However, we have enough to 
fhew us, that this great Pontiff adhered efien- 
tially to thefundamentals of Religion, with- 
out being attached to any opinion, and with- 
out having the leaft fpiritof Party. What is 
certain, is, that nothing but Prejudice can 
with-hold his praife ;— Pofterity muft value 
him according to his merit, and fincerely 
lament their not having known him. Nei- 
ther paffion, cabals nor prejudice, will be 
capable of ob{curing his glory—and Truth 


ne will prefegt his picture, 
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